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Discover our rarest and exotic 
coffees from around the world. 


Each of our Starbucks Reserve™ coffees are roasted in small batches 


at the Starbucks Reserve™ Roasteries around the world. 


ae 
STARBUCKS RESERVE 
MALAYSIA 


The Gardens Mall | SkyAvenue, Genting Highlands | Sunway Pyramid | Publika Shopping Gallery | Desa Park City | 
Paradigm Mall Johor Bahru | Four Seasons Place | BerjayaTimes Square | Mid Valley Southkey Johor Bahru | Setia Alam Drive-Thru | 
Bukit Bintang Junction | Gurney Plaza, Penang | Tropicana Gardens Mall | Eco Majestic | Mid Valley Megamall 


© 2022 Starbucks Coffee Company. All rights reserved. 
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A UNIQUELY UPLIFTING 
STARBUCKS EXPERIENCE 


Inside the Starbucks Signing Store, customers will be familiar with what they see 
and smell: the rich aroma of the finest Arabica coffee, served by partners in the 
iconic green aprons in a warm, bustling environment. But while Deaf partners 
engage with customers with the enthusiasm, passion and craft that they expect 
from Starbucks, they deliver the iconic Starbucks Experience in a uniquely 
uplifting way. 


As customers place their order, they will notice something different, as the usual 
greeting and sound of baristas calling out beverage orders is replaced by sign 
language. Customers place orders using a simple menu card which they mark 
before passing it to the barista and Deaf partners use handwritten notes to 
communicate with customers. Upon placing the order, each customer is givena 
number on the receipt and once the beverage has been prepared, the number is 
displayed on a screen telling them it’s ready. 


STARBUCKS SIGNING STORE 
Bangsar Village 2, Kuala Lumpur 
Burmah Road, Penang 


© 2022 Starbucks Coffee Company. All rights reserved. 
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RENTAK SELANGOR 


Reviving the sounds of Selangor 


The ‘Rentak Selangor’ programme that began in 2016 aims to revitalise 
the intangible cultural heritage found in Selangor, from old traditions 
that survived the test of time, to the modern-style live performances 
enjoyed by youngsters. The programme is organised by the Committee 
of Rural and Traditional Villages Development, Malay Customs, 
Culture and Heritage; the Selangor State Government State Economic 
Planning Unit (UPEN); and supported by the Majlis Kebudayaan 
Negeri Selangor (MKNS); Gaya Travel Magazine; and the Selangor 


media. 


Facebook: Rentak Selangor 


Hashtag: #RentakSelangor 
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At last, after over two years and a half, Gaya Travel Magazine team is finally 
travelling internationally, hence the apt title for this issue: The World Feels Big 
Again! 


Readers will be pleased to know that in this issue, we have incorporated stories on 
selected destinations in Singapore (page 12); Solo (page 92) and Yogyakarta (page 
96) in Indonesia; Switzerland (page 72); and Vietnam (page 100). The process 

of travelling to these destinations is now back to normal as before the pandemic 
since there are no more health protocols required, which we find refreshing. For 
Malaysians, all they need to do is to show their updated MySejahtera profile 
when checking in before flight to indicate that they are healthy and have been 
fully vaccinated. Let’s hope that international travel remains unhindered, barring 
any unforeseen circumstances. 


As such, we strongly recommend that travellers get vaccinated and buy the 
necessary travel, medical, hospitalisation, accident and life insurance plans from 
reputable and established providers prior to travelling as precaution because the 
threat of COVID-19 still looms - you really don’t want to be caught unprepared 
if you were to contract the disease or face mishaps when travelling. You might 
also want to let your close contacts, and possibly even your country’s embassy or 
consulate or foreign mission, know your travel plans or your whereabouts when 
you are overseas, just in case. And yes, call us paranoid, but we much prefer to 
err on the side of caution to make sure that our travel plans run smoothly and 
hiccup-free. 


Besides, in this issue, we present Malaysia’s inspiring destinations as well like Gua 
Musang (page 24); Kuala Lipis (page 30); Lenggong, Central Perak and Ipoh 
(page 34); Kuala Selangor (page 46); Labuan (page 52); Kota Belud, Ranau and 
Tenom (page 56); Sandakan (page 62); Lahad Datu (page 68); and Alor Gajah 
(page 82). Our team members also bring you their experience attending the 
internationally renowned Rainforest World Music Festival 2022 (page 79), which 
was held for the first time after the COVID-19 pandemic; and Halal Selangor 
2022 (page 40) promotional programme, which was informative and educative. 


On that note, Gaya Travel Magazine team prays that you and all of humanity 
remain safe, productive, happy, continue venturing out into the world responsibly 
to gain enriching experiences, while at the same time bring great benefit and 
value to the places we visit and people we meet. 


Have meaningful travels and life, everybody! 
JUHAN KAMARUDDIN@JEREMY KHALIL 


Email your comments to jeremy@gayatravel.com.my 
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QURATED FOR ENLIGHTENMENT 


Where in the world can you explore 15 centuries of Islamic art in a single day? 


There is a place that has been curated through centuries of heritage and 
tradition. Discover inspired spaces filledwith ancient relics and artefacts, 
architecture that takes it cues from nature, an ancient peninsula where 
history stands proud and modern works that open and inspire the mind. 


Welcome to Qatar. visitqatar.ga 
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ESCAPE + EXPLORE + EXPERIENCE 
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In October 2022, we finally took our first 
baby step venturing out of the country 
since the Covid-19 pandemic hit. The truth 
is, we are still apprehensive considering 
Covid-19 threat remains at large even 
though the Malaysian Government has 
significantly eased the health protocols. 
While we are still not ready to board 

any flight due to the risks posed, crossing 
international borders is possible: via 

land! Being Johoreans, Singapore is the 
natural choice for our first cross-border 
adventure after a brief international travel 
hiatus. 


Singapore could easily be just a day trip 
for us. But since this would be our first 
international trip after more than two 
years, we thought an extended stay would 
be nice. So, we embarked on a three-day- 
and-two-night experience at the city state. 
We thank Concorde Hotel Singapore 
(http://singapore.concordehotelsresorts. 
com/) on Orchard Road for being such a 
great host during our trip. 


What to Do Prior to your Arrival 


Singapore welcomes all travellers 
regardless of Covid-19 vaccination status 
effective 29 August 2022. 


For Fully Vaccinated Visitors 
No entry approvals, pre-departure tests, 
on-arrival tests and quarantine required. 


Your pre-departure Checklist: 

* Obtain proof of vaccination 

* Download the TraceTogether app 
(Singapore's equivalent to Malaysia's 
MySejahtera) and register your profile 
* Download MylCA app and register 
your profile and submit your 
completed SG Arrival Card as early as 
hree days before departure. 
Alternatively, you can submit it via 

he Immigration & Checkpoints 
Authority (ICA) website. 


For Non-fully Vaccinated Visitors 
Your pre-departure Checklist: 
* Ensure you have travel insurance 


GAYA Traveller 
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Singapore 

in Gaya Travel 
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TRAILING THE PERANAKAN HERITAGE 
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covering Covid-19, with at least 
$30,000 of medical coverage. 
* Two days before departure: Take a 
Covid-|9 Polymerase Chain Reaction 
PCR) or professionally administered 
Antigen Rapid Test (ART). 
* Download the TraceTogether app and 
register your profile 
* Download MylCA app and register 
your profile and submit your 
completed SG Arrival Card as early as 
hree days before departure. 
Alternatively, you can submit it via 
the Immigration & Checkpoints 
Authority (ICA) website. 


Driving to Singapore? 

Driving in Singapore Is similar to driving 

in Malaysia, and we find that It is the most 
convenient way to get around, in and out 
of the island. Be sure to apply for Autopass 
card for your car at least a week before 
your intended travel date. You can apply 
the Autopass online at www.onemotoring. 
Ita.gov.sg. Your Autopass card should be 
ready for collection after five working 
days.We collected ours at Wira Security 
in Johor Bahru, the sole collection point in 
Malaysia. Remember: one Autopass card is 
strictly applicable for only one designated 
Car. 
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Useful Singapore App List 


» MylCA 

A must for visitors to Singapore. 
This app lets users to transact 
with Singapore's Immigration & 
Checkpoints Authority (ICA). You 
will use this app for your Arrival 
Card at Immigration Checkpoint. 
» Visit Singapore 

Keep up to date on the latest 
happenings in Singapore. Use the 
itinerary planner to maximise your 
visit. 

» NETS 

The most convenient way to top 
up and check the balance of your 
Autopass card. 

» MuslimSG 

A one stop reference point for 
prayer times, giblah direction, 
nearest mosque finder as well as 
halal-certified eating establishments 
locator 

» Halal Food Hunt 

Muslim food hunters will love this 
app, as it lets users know the halal 
status of eating establishments in 
Singapore. 

» Parking.sg 

Pay digitally for off-street carparks 
in Singapore. 

» Gothere.sg 

Plan your itinerary with this app. 
It lets you know where to go 

and how to get there; which 
includes information on public 
transportations. 
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Evening Cocktails 


If you are feeling peckish or planning to 
have a quick catch up with friends, do try 
their Afternoon Tea set. You can choose 
to have it either at the Lobby Lounge 

or Spices Bar. We had ours at the Lobby 
Lounge. Coffee lovers might not want to 
miss ordering the Siphon Coffee, a unique 
way of brewing coffee using a specialised 
coffee making device. This method of 
brewing was invented in the 1830s, and it 


Breakfast at the Premier Lounge _ is quite an experience watching the barista 


——— 


WHERE WE STAY 


“A home away from home..An oasis 
of serenity amidst the bustling city” is 
how Concorde Hotel describes itself on 
their website, and we can confirm that 
Concorde Hotel is not lying. 


Concorde Hotel Singapore (CHS) is 
located on Orchard Road; perhaps the 
most well-known street in Singapore. 
The hotel was our home for two nights, 
and the ambiance Concorde was offering 
brought us back to our early fond 
memories of hotel stays with our family. 
Admittedly, Concorde’s architecture and 
décor looks dated with tts bubble lifts and 
the unique engraving on its marble wall; 
but these are part of the nostalgic charm 
that money can't buy.We sincerely hope 
these features will stay on forever. The 
hotel is super clean, and the bedroom 
looks like it went through a recent 
refurbishment. 


We stayed at a Premier Suite, which was 
really spacious and comes with a huge 
bathroom, complete with a bathtub. 
Choosing a Premier category room means 
it comes with Premier club benefits; 


Sais seh prepare the coffee at your table while you 


enjoy the delicious sweets and savouries. 


* Complimentary Minibar 
(replenishable daily) 

* Evening cocktails from 6pm to 8pm 
at the Premier Lounge 

* Choice of breakfast at either Premier 
Lounge or Spices Café 

¢ Use of Premier Lounge and its 
facilities daily from 7am to | |pm 

* Laundry for 2 items per day 

* Private Check-in and Check-out with 
minimal waiting time 

* Extended Check-out time 
(subject to availability) 


It is definitely worth paying extra for 

the benefits; we thoroughly enjoyed 

the breakfast and evening cocktails at 

the Premier Lounge. The breakfast food 
selection offered were not as extensive 
as the ones in Spices Café, but the quality 
offered were premium. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our breakfast in the cosiness 

of the Premier lounge. The canapes and 
snacks offered during evening cocktails 
were fabulous too. We could have skipped 
dinner too, since our tummies simply 
cannot resist all the delicious morsels 
offered. 
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Harvest of the Sea Buffet Dinner is 
available Thursdays until Sundays at Spices 
Café from 6:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. 
Seafood lovers would definitely love and 
approve the seafood feast; with lobsters, 
abalones, crabs, oysters and other fresh 
ocean catches. Come early and take your 
time savouring the buffet spread, there is 
a wide selection for you to choose from, 
not just seafood. 


We would like to mention that Concorde 
Hotel Singapore is not a Halal-certified 
food provider, so for our Muslim readers, 
do eat at your own discretion. 


After all the feast, it is definitely a good 
idea to walk off the calories consumed at 
Concorde. There were so much to see 
on foot, as Concorde is located on the 
greener side of Orchard Road. Just across 
the street from the hotel is The Istana 
and Sri Temasek; the official residences 
and offices of Singapore's President and 
Prime Minister We can even walk to Fort 
Canning if you are up to it. It was a nice 
evening stroll for us. There are plenty of 
shopping complexes within the vicinity, 
too many that we didn't even get to visit 
them all! 


GayaTravel 
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We discovered that Concorde’s location 
is very convenient, especially for those 
planning to go to Marina Bay area. 


The staff of Concorde Hotel were all 
friendly and courteous; they truly made us 
felt welcome and at home. On that note, 
Concorde Hotel Singapore definitely has 
Gaya Traveller's seal of approval! 


CONCORDE HOTEL SINGAPORE 
100 Orchard Road, 

Singapore 238840 
https://singapore.concordehotelsresorts.com 
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What Brought Us 
to Singapore? 


WHAT WE DID 


We suggest you download the 

Visit Singapore App for the latest 
information on Singapore news and 
attractions. It is through this app that 
we discovered that Singapore's icon 
the Merlion is celebrating its 50th 
birthday. 


» Visit the Merlion and explore the 
rest of Marina Bay 

In conjunction with the Merlion’s 50th 
Golden Jubilee, we went on the Merli- 
Go-Round hunt. We had fun driving 
around the island in search of the six 
official Merlions on the list given. It 
took us about half a day, and we were 
rewarded with a cute Merlion plushie! 


The Merlion is the national icon of 
Singapore. It has the head of a lion 
and the body of a fish. No first- 
timer's visit to Singapore is deemed 
complete without saying hello to the 
Merlion. Do spend some time strolling 
or cycling around the Merlion Park 
overlooking Marina Bay Sands and 
Esplanade because this is the place to 
see the Merlion comes to life through 
colourful projections. 


Same) 
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» Here is SG Sculpture 

Located along the scenic Marina 

Bay Promenade, this 20-metre long 
sculpture embodies Singapore's 
commitment to a more sustainable 
future. It is designed with minimal 
electricity usage and with a small carbon 
footprint. It is made from 100% durable 
reconstituted timber called Onewood, 
and solar powered energy-efficient LED 
lights are use to illuminate the sculpture 
at night. 


» Visit Jewel at Changi Airport 

One of the recent attractions in 
Singapore, the Jewel (https://www. 
jewelchangiairport.com) is a retail 
complex linked to Changi Airport. 

Its star-attraction is the Rain Vortex; 
the world's tallest indoor waterfall 
surrounded by a terraced tropical 
forest setting. The sheer sight is truly 
breathtaking and definitely a must-visit. 


» Go shopping 

No trip to Singapore is ever 
complete without having a jaunt to 
Orchard Road, which is home to 
many shopping malls that houses big 
international brands, and it gets really 
crowded during weekends. Since 

we are strong supporters of local 
artisans and brands, tt is a delight to 
discover Design Orchard (https://www. 
designorchard.sg), a shop that houses 
many Singaporean brands under 
one roof. Products include clothing, 
Jewellery, homewares, and toys. 


Fellow Malaysians also haunt 

Arab Street and Haji Lane. This 

area Is where ladies flock to find 
exquisite silks and other fabrics. 

Both Arab Street and Haji Lane are 
located within the Kampong Glam 
Malay Heritage District (https:// 
visitkamponggelam.com.sg). One could 
spend a whole day just exploring this 
small part of Singapore. If you have 
some time to spare, just a hop away 
is Mustafa Centre (http://www.mustafa. 
com.sg) in Little India, a haven for good 
bargains in household items. 


» Catch a Show 

Singapore is home to fantastic concert 
and theatre venues. We have watched 
various shows in Singapore throughout 
the years, and we totally recommend that 
you catch a show or two in Singapore 
whenever possible. We managed to catch 
the Anuar Zain and Ziana Zain Concert at 
The Star Performing Arts Centre (https:// 
www.thestarsg) and we were pleasantly 
impressed by their energetic performances 
at this incredible venue. 


55 uonenaary :Ag ase] 


017 
» Stroll around Emerald Hill 
Just a stone's throw away from 
Concorde Hotel Singapore is Emerald 
Hill, a beautifully preserved Peranakan 
neighbourhood. It was a lovely 
morning stroll for us, as we admire the 
restored private residences of Emerald 
Hill. This special gem is located just 
beside the Singapore Visitor Centre 
along Orchard Road. 


018 


WHAT WE ATE 


Since Singapore Is our neighbouring 
country and is as multicultural as 
Malaysia, we assume the popular 
Singaporean dishes might not be too 
far off from Malaysia's in terms of 
flavour; however, discerning tastebuds 
would be able to ascertain the 
difference. 


With approximately 20% Muslim 
population, halal food can be easily 
found all over Singapore. You easily 
notice the Islamic Religious Council of 
Singapore's Halal Certification Logo 
on the shopfront. 


UNIQUELY SINGAPOREAN 
FOOD 


» Chilli Crab 

Although it is dubbed as Singapore's 
national dish, it is not that easy to 
find along Orchard Road. Being crab 
lovers, we were over the moon when 
we discovered that Concorde Hotel's 
Harvest of the Sea Buffet Dinner 
offers Chilli Crab on its buffet spread. 
Typically, mud crabs are used for this 
iconic dish. The crabs are cooked in 
spicy, sweet, and sour sauce, often 
thickened with egg, This dish is often 
accompanied by either steamed or 
deep-fried mantou (buns). 


» Ice Cream Sandwich 

You can find peddlers selling this 
iconic snack in front of Takashimaya 
Shopping Centre on Orchard Road. 
It is a block of ice cream sandwiched 
between either bread or wafers. This 
SGD 1.50 snack is the perfect thing to 
have in between mall-hopping. 


» Sup Tulang Merah 

This is essentially a fiery red lamb 
shank stew, eaten with sliced French 
loaf. Do not be alarmed by the colour 
of the stew because it is not as spicy 
at it looks! Many flock to Beach Road 
or Newton Circus to have Sup Tulang 
Merah. 
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» Martabak and Biryani 

These two dishes often go hand-in- 
hand, and they can easily be found 
on Arab Street. You cannot set foot 
in Singapore and not have Martabak. 
Personally, we prefer the Singapore- 
style Martabak over the Malaysian 
version probably because we have 
been accustomed to it. Singapore-style 
Martabak fillings are spread thinner 
and bigger in size. The Martabak will 
be folded in two upon serving so 
that it will have a crisp skin layer in 
between that brings about satiating 
crunchiness at every bite. 


There is a long-standing feud between 
two famous restaurants on Arab 
Street: Victory (https://www.facebook. 
comi/victorysingapore) and Zam Zam 
(https://zamzamsingapore.com/). Do 
give them both a try and decide for 
yourself. These two restaurants are 
located next to each other, and the 
service is superfast. You can even order 
drive-thru in front of the shops. If we 
had to choose, it has to be Victory. 


» Hokkien Noodle 

Did you know that Hokkien 
noodle dish in Singapore looks 
totally the opposite of the 
Malaysian Hokkien noodle? Both 
differ like night and day: while 
the Malaysian version is dark in 
colour, the Singaporean version 

is much lighter in colour and 
eaten with chilli paste on the 
side. We had an excellent plate 
of Hokkien Noodle at Puncak 
Best Noodles Halal Restaurant 
(https://www.puncakbestnoodles. 
com/en_SG), located on the top 
floor of Far-East Plaza on Scotts 
Road. Just next door is an equally 
good Chinese Muslim restaurant 
called Cahaya Restaurant (https:// 
www.cahayahalalrestaurant.com). 
We also tried a uniquely named 
noodle dish called Honeydew 
Noodle, which is served by both 
restaurants. We ordered a plate 
simply because we were curious; 
however, we were cannot decide if 
we liked it. The noodle dish is fiery 


red like Sup Tulang Merah, but it was bland 
in taste and there is no honeydew melon 
inside at alll 


» Mee Siam 

Mee Siam is a Peranakan dish and 
can typically be found in the Straits 
Settlements (Singapore, Melaka and 
Penang). Malaysians would be familiar 
with the dry version that we call Fried 
Mee Hoon; which is rice vermicelli fried 
with chilli paste, dried shrimps, prawns, 
chives and beansprouts. But in Singapore, 
that fried mee hoon goes a step further; 
it comes with a hot and sour thin gravy 
with a hint of fermented soybean for that 
unique taste. Accompanying condiments 
include hard boiled eggs, deep fried tofu, 
blanched beansprouts and calamansi. 


» McDonald’s 

This might sound like a joke, but we simply 
adore the McDonald's chain in Singapore! 
The burgers are huge and satisfying. We 
simply love the Buttermilk Crispy Chicken 
Burger McDonald's and most fast-food 
restaurants in Singapore are Halal-certified. 
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WORTH TRYING 


» Puncak Best Noodles 
Halal Restaurant 

Far East Plaza 

14 Scotts Rd, #05-94, 
Singapore 2282|3 


» Cahaya Restaurant 
Far East Plaza 

14, Scotts Rd, #05-9 1/92, 
Singapore 228213 


» Hjh Maimunah Restaurant 
Masjid Sultan 

I | Jin Pisang, 

Singapore 199078 


» Rumah Makan Minang 
Masjid Sultan 

18 & 18A Kandahar Street, 
Singapore |98884 


» Bhai Sarbat SG - Teh Tarik 
Masjid Sultan 

21 Bussorah St, 

Singapore 199439 


» Hjh Lyn Sharin Cafe 
60 Springside Walk, 
#01-01, Singapore 786020 


» Nat’s BBQ & Steamboat 
414 Jurong West Street 42, 
Singapore 640414 


» The Original Vadai 
82 Joo Chiat Rd, 
Singapore 427379 


» Flipper’s Takashimaya 
Ngee Ann City 

391A Orchard Rd, 

Bl - 56 Takashimaya Shopping 
Centre, Singapore 


» Adam Road Nasi Lemak 
2,Adam Road, 
Singapore 289876 


» Sinar Pagi Nasi Padang 
|, Geylang Serai 
#2-| 37, Singapore 402001 


019 


020 


WHERE TO PRAY 


Unlike Malaysia where every building has 
tts own praying room, in Singapore, you 
must go to the mosque to pray. Plan your 
time well and it should not be a problem 
for you. 


There are plenty of mosques in Singapore 
and we usually frequent Masjid A!-Falah 
(https://alfalah.sg) on Orchard Road and 
Masjid Sultan (http://sultanmosque.sg) at 
nearby Arab Street. In total, there are 72 
mosques scattered all over Singapore. 


WHAT WE BROUGHT BACK 
(and You Should Too...) 


» O01. Old Chang Kee Curry Puffs 
https://www.oldchangkee.com/curry-puff- 
singapore.htm) 

» 02. Swee Heng Buns 
https://www.sweeheng.com.sg) 

» 03. Polar Roll Cake 
https://polarpuffs-cakes.com) 

» 04. Gardenia Flavoured Bread 
https://gardenia.com.sg) 

» Martabak and Biryani 
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th the choices 
of Apricots; 
sins Ale, 


For more information about 
Singapore, Visit Singapore Visitor 
Center or browse: 
https://wwwvisitsingapore.com 


A BIG THANK YOU! 


We would like to express our 
gratitude to Concorde Hotel 
Singapore and to our Singaporean 
friends for their suggestions of 
halal places to eat in Singapore: 
Art Fazil, Imran Ajmain, Amy 
Tashiana, Haji Rizza! Khalid, Zarul 
Azrin, Nadra Al-Mashoor Wan & 
Zee Cornelius. 


See you again, Singapore! 
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Gaya Special Feature 


TOURISMY; is the Tir 
MALAYSIA. Oza 


pat tali Melegsin 


Urutan Malaysia - 
Proudly Malaysian, 
Inspired by Tradition 


We often hear about Thai or Urutan Malaysia is a type of massage that originated in Malaysia, incorporating notable 
elements from Malaysia's diverse cultures, such as Malay, Chinese, Indian, Peranakan, and 

Balinese massage in the region of the natives of Sabah and Sarawak. For instance, the basics of massage are derived from 
Malay and indigenous communities’ modalities, combined with Indian head massage that 

Asia. But do you know Malaysia extends to the neck and shoulders, Chinese Qi Gong breathing and Tui Na techniques, 


: ; reflexology, and herbal foot soak. 
also has its signature homegrown 
; The objective of the massage is to relax, rejuvenate, and re-energise the massage client in 
massage named Urutan Malaysia? a holistic Malaysian wellness package. Incorporating the five senses - touch, smell, sound, 
sight and taste, the Urutan Malaysia offers therapy with nature-based oil ingredients and 
healing music in the 90-minute massage session. 


Urutan Malaysia was created by Malaysian experts from various ethnic backgrounds in 
the respective fields to highlight the traditional healing systems and techniques passed 
down from one generation to the next. It took six years to combine and develop the 
wellness practices of various ethnicities in Malaysia. 
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The Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MOTAC) 
Malaysia first introduced Urutan Malaysia in 2017 to 
promote local wellness traditions and diversify and 
enhance Malaysia's tourism offerings. According to 
MOTAC, one of the goals is to turn the country into 
a global spa and wellness hub. Hence, Urutan Malaysia 
offers such an elevating experience to tourists and 
Malaysians alike. 


A herbal massage oil called ‘minyak urut’ is used to 
perform this massage. The oil is concocted from 
coconut as the base and mixed with herbs containing 
natural warming properties like galangal, cinnamon, 
cloves, and ginger, including turmeric leaves, screwpine, 
cinnamon, and coriander, to relax the muscles and 
joints, and at the same time reinvigorate the body. 


For those who suffer from joint stiffness and muscle 
ension, Urutan Malaysia is highly recommended, 

as you will feel refreshed and more energised after 

having the massage. It also helps to stimulate blood 

circulation and the lymphatic system, reduce stress, 

help with anxiety, and induce better sleep. 


Urutan Malaysia utilises extensive palm work 023 
that distributes pressure evenly to cover a broad 

range of muscles. Massage clients can request the 

preferred amount of pressure they would like to 

receive. 


You may not feel sore but float into a euphoric 
state of relaxation as the massage is performed 
professionally by well-trained Urutan Malaysia 
practitioners who can deliver efficacious and pain- 
free massage. 


In general, there are no known side effects from 
Urutan Malaysia since it emphasises relaxation and 
rejuvenation. However, massage clients with health 
conditions are recommended to seek medical 
advice or inform the therapist before receiving the 
massage. 


Interested spa-goers can indulge in the Urutan 
Malaysia massage by heading to the nearest spa in 
Malaysia. Alternatively, you can go to Amspa (https:// 
amspa.org.my) at No. 73, Jalan Datuk Haji Eusoff, 
Wisma DUID, Kompleks Damai, 50400 Kuala 
Lumpur. Email : amspawkl@gmail.com, Phone / 
Whatsapp : +60 19 390 9288 and inquire about the 
Urutan Malaysia service. 
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Destinations 


Experiencing 
Gua Musang, Kelantan 


Text by HADY ARMEEN 
Images by HADY ARMEEN, 
MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Let’s be real: when people talk about vacationing in Kelantan, in most cases they 
might refer to Kota Bharu for dining and Rantau Abang for shopping. However, it 
turns out there is more to Kelantan than just dining and shopping. 


My travelling companion and I participated in the trip to Gua Musang organised 
by Tourism Malaysia East Coast Region Office by taking the 12-hour sleeper train 
ride to Gua Musang from the old Kuala Lumpur train station. 


Read on to find out what to experience in Gua Musang for three days and three 
nights, and may this inspire you to take a trip to Gua Musang soon! 
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Passengers can take in the views of the local landscapes when they ride the train to Kelantan. 
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DAY |: SLEEPER TRAIN 


11.00 PM: Depart from Kuala 
Lumpur Train Station 


11.30 PM: Discover what’s intriguing 
on the sleeper train during the 12- 
hour journey 

Did you know that the train ticket you 
receive if you were to take this sleeper 
train is the same train ticket that was 
issued back in the 1970s and reprinted 
without any change of pattern or 
design to keep the Malayan railway 
nostalgia? 


This sleeper train features eight coaches 
equipped with amenities to ensure that 
customers remain comfortable during 
the journey. Aside from carriages for 
resting and sleeping, there are also 
chillax carriages for unwinding and 
praying, including charging your 
smartphones. There is even an event 
carriage where you can take part in 
karaoke! 


In the sleeping carriages, there are 
upper and lower berths. Here’s a tip: 
the lower berth has better view of the 
outside because it comes with larger 
window. To secure the lower berths, be 
sure to purchase the even-numbered 
berths because the odd-numbered ones 
refer to the upper berths! 
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DAY 2: THE ADVENTURE BEGIN 


7.30 AM: Breakfast in the cafe carriage 

Don't worry if there were too many people at the cafe. 
You can opt for takeaway and instead bring your food to 
the chillax carriage, sit cross-legged on the carpeting that 
looks like grass and catch the passing view while eating! 


10.00 AM: Arrive at Gua Musang station 
‘The train arrives at Gua Musang station at 10:00 a.m. 
Since this is a popular station, you are recommended 

to go down to take pictures with the view of the Gua 
Musang limestone hills. However, to capture a stunning 
image, you need to patiently wait for other passengers to 
finish taking photos as well. 


For your information, Gua Musang Station is not the 
train’s final stop; the last station along the line is Wakaf 
Bharu. But make sure you actually disembark at Gua 
Musang if you are meant to stop at that station — no need 
to go all the wat to Wakaf Bharu. 


1.00 PM: Durian Hill Villa 
This market is usually packed during weekends because 
Durian Hill Villa Homestay is located near Durian Hill 
and nestles within a residential estate. You are bound to 
be delighted when entering the living room at Durian : ‘ 
Hill Villa Homestay due na its ae and efficient Se eee oe Or Denon 
layout. The homestay also introduces to its guests hiking 
activities, especially catching sunrise! 


‘This coffee shop serves up numerous choices of coffee- 
based beverages to satisfy your caffeine cravings, 
including yummy desserts. Whenever you come to Gua 
Musang, remember to unwind at Hana Coffee Station. 


3.00 PM: Lunch at Warung Buluh 
This restaurant is called Warung Buluh because it is made 
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from bamboo. It offers a selection of comforting hot Sy inner ar Wverpag hinse 


dish keel Pipteteacelarie Wachee For dinner, head to Warung Muse, which is located next 
peo gne Vener Ones ate SERS Rene site to to Bukit Gua Musang and Masjid Buluh. While dining, 
try out the restaurant’s fantastic omyam, sweet and sour ere the winevie ws paler Cun ME 
a you can appreciate the nice view o t Gua Musang 
sae ie illuminated by spotlights from the base. 


hee 9.00 PM: Masjid Buluh 
janes Masjid Buluh is the attractive mosque located next to 


the Warung Muse. Built in 2016, this is Kelantan’s first 
mosque ever to be made from high-quality bamboo! 


9.30 PM: Magnificent Masjid Tengku Razaleigh 
Besides the bamboo mosque, another magnificent 
mosque to be visited at night is the Tengku Razaleigh 
Mosque. Taking inspiration from the Makkah Grand 
Mosque, its architecture is stunning. This mosque is 
beautifully lit at night, enhancing its beauty. At the 
centre of the mosque is a replica of the Kaaba made up 
of blocks of light-emitting diode (LED). When visiting 
this mosque, you might feel as like being at the Grand 
Mosque in Mecca. 
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Left: Sunrise view from the top of Durian Hill. 


DAY 3: UNITE WITH NATURE BEFORE 
RETURNING 


6.20 AM: Getting ready to see the Sunrise at Durian 
Hill 

To witness sunrise on Durian Hill, you need to get up 
early because you have to climb to the top Durian Hill. 
Though not a tough route for hiking, it does challenge 
your stamina. But when you see the sunrise and the 
breathtaking sight of the dense cloud, all of your 
exhaustion will melt away. 


8.30 AM: Breakfast at Roti Canai Pok Wa 

After the climb, stop by for breakfast at Kedai Roti Canai 
Pok Wa. The popular dishes for breakfast here are nasi 
berlauk ala kampung and Roti Canai Telur Sarang. Pok 
Wa has been making roti canai (Indian flatbread) for 30 
years, making him an expert in serving the best rofi canai 
in town. 


10.00 AM: Via Ferrata and Flying Fox at Muse 
Ecopark 

When being in Gua Musang, Kelantan, your trip there 
would not be complete if you were to miss the activities 
like climbing on the Via Ferrata and whizzing down the 


Right: The trip participants resting in one of the crevices at Bukit Gua Musang before ziplining down the hill. 


Flying Fox at Muse Ecopark, which is near to Warung 
Muse. All visitors to Muse Ecopark will be assisted by 
certified guides, beginning with Via Ferrata activities, 
and ending them by taking the Flying Fox. To enjoy 
riding the Flying Fox, be sure to scream as loudly as you 
possible when you zip down! 


2.30 PM: Lunch at Restaurant Dalam Taman D’Tasik 
As you step into this distinctive restaurant, you are 
bound to be blown away by its décor because it uses 
second-hand items. Combined with a dining space that 
allows you to sit cross-legged, this restaurant gives the 
impression of eating in a traditional village. Since the 
restaurant is adjacent to Gua Musang Lake, you can eat 
your lunch as you take in the breeze from the lake. 


5.00 PM: Playing Golf at Kelab Golf & Rekreasi Gua 
Musang 

You are also recommended to try your hand at golf at 
the Gua Musang Golf and Recreation Club. Don’t worry 
if this is your first time playing golf; just swing away 

and learn to hit the ball hard! You might find those golf 
swings therapeutic as they can help to destress. 


11.00 PM: Depart back to Kuala Lumpur 


KITA KE KAMPUNG 


Championing Selangor’s crafters 


Kita Ke Kampung programme is part of the Selangor State 
Government’s initiative to boost the rural communities’ socioeconomic 
standing. It is implemented through the Selangor State Rural 
Development and Culture Committee in collaboration with the 
Selangor State Media Organisation. In addition to improving the 
standard of the economy through generating and increasing income, the 
media also plays an important part to promote products produced by 


the rural communities. 


Facebook: KitakanSekampung 
Hashtag: #KitaKanSekampung 
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Experiencing 


Kuala Lipis by Train 


Text by HADY ARMEEN 
Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Kuala Lipis, the former capital of Pahang state, 
is the third largest district after Jerantut and 
Rompin. Who would have believed that Kuala 
Lipis, an area rich in heritage and colonial 
vestiges, could also become a popular ecotourism 


destination? 


‘There are several ways to get to Kuala Lipis, 
including by car. However, for a more exciting 
experience, travellers should take the train! Several 
rail services connect to the Kuala Lipis train 
station, which you can check here: 


https://www.ktmb.com.my/. 
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Top: The writer reading while relaxing in his berth on board the Ekspres Rakyat Timuran 
(ERT) train. 


Bottom: Jerantut railway station, which is also known as ‘Jungle Station’. 
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Read on to find out about my 
itinerary going to Kuala Lipis 
by rail. 


How to go to/from Kuala Lipis 
by train 


From KL Sentral to Kuala Lipis 
» We departed at night by taking 
the Electric Train Service (ETS) 

to Gemas, then we changed to the 
Ekspres Rakyat Timuran (ETR) 
train bound for Kuala Lipis. 

» The journey from KL Sentral 

to Gemas takes around two hours 
while Gemas to Kuala Lipis takes 
around five hours. 


From Kuala Lipis to Gemas 

» We departed from Kuala Lipis 

in the morning by taking the new 
DMU Shuttle Timuran from Kuala 
Lipis to Gemas. Besides Kuala 
Lipis, the train also stops at Bahau, 
Mentakab, Kuala Krau, and Jerantut 
along the way. 

» From Gemas, we boarded the 


ETS back to KL Sentral. 
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Clockwise from top,left: The mural painting near the Kuala Lipis train station depicting the postcode for Kuala Lipis; The stunning Gua Sisik 
Naga (Dragon Scale Cave) offers a unique caving experience; Some of the mouthwatering dishes that can be savoured at Azmi Tempoyak 


Steam Fish; Kayaking along Tanum River beginning from Kuala Temau Jetty. 


DAY |: KL SENTRAL TO GEMAS 


09.35 PM: Depart to Gemas Station 
from KL Sentral 


DAY 2: TRAVEL TO KUALA LIPIS 
12.10 AM: Arrived at Gemas Station 


01.18 AM: Depart to Kuala Lipis 
Station from Gemas Station using the 
Ekspress Rakyat Timuran train 


06.11 AM: Arrival at Kuala Lipis 
station 


10.30 AM: Depart for Gua Sisik Naga 
(Dragon Scale Cave) 


10.42 AM: Explore Gua Sisik Naga 
(Dragon Scale Cave) 

Kuala Lipis has 23 caves, 10 of which 
are active and open to travellers 

who are interested in seeing the 
environment more closely. Among 
the caves that are open to tourists are 
Temalong, Tahi Bintang (also known 
as Panjang), and Fish. The cave I 
visited is called Naga Scale, which is 
so named because the structure of the 
cave resembles the scales of a dragon 
as a result from people during the 
ancient times scaled up the walls of 
the cave to collect guano (bat dung) as 
fertiliser. As time passed, the number 
of bats dwindled and the quantity of 
the fertiliser decreased, thus people 
no longer collect fertiliser from the 
cave. Gua Sisik Naga is now open 

for tourists who want to do leisure 
activities while appreciating its unique 
beauty. It only takes about 5 minutes to 
reach the entrance of the cave. It’s quite 
a challenging journey because there 

is a narrow path that travellers need 
to squeeze through but that struggle 
to witness the dragon scales-like cave 
interior is worth it. 


01.15 PM: Lunch 


02.33 PM: Depart to Kuala Temau 
Jetty 


03.11 PM: Kayaking along Tanum 
River 

Kayaking in Kuala Lipis is done along 
Sungai Tanum. For travellers who 
prefer adventurous activities while 
admiring nature’s beauty, kayaking 
along Tanum river is a must-try in 
Kuala Lipis. Starting from Kuala 
Temau Jetty and ending at Chegar 
Perah Jetty, the four-kilometre trip 
opens travellers to an eye-opening 
experience, especially for me since it 
was my first time kayaking along a 
river. The water in the river should be 
clear, but because it had just poured 
during my visit, the river water was 
muddy, but it didn’t stop me from 
taking in the majesty of the tall trees 
and greenery that blank both sides of 
the river. For those who prefer longer 
and more challenging kayaking activity, 
that can explore the entire stretch of 
Tanum Valley by kayaking for up to six 


or seven hours, covering 18 kilometres. 


04.15 PM: Arrived at the Chegar 
Perah jetty and left to check in at the 
hotel 


06.30 PM: Check in at Hotel Star Well 
Just a 10-minute walk from Pahang 
Club House, the two-star Star Well 
Hotel Kuala Lipis is located near 

the Clove Flower Market. The hotel 
provides 36 rooms equipped with 

air conditioning, tea/coffee making 
facilities, and functioning toilets for the 
comfort of customers. It is also near to 
the Kuala Lipis train station, making 

it the best hotel for travellers who take 
the train. 


08.40 PM: Dinner at Azmi Tempoyak 
Steam Fish 

‘The state of Pahang is synonymous 
with éempoyak (fermented durian, 
normally mixed with chilli when eaten 
with rice). Catfish cooked in tempoyak 
can be considered as one of Pahang’s 
iconic dishes. Tempoyak fans should 
stop for dinner at Azmi Ikan Stim 
Tempoyak. Among the dishes served 
that I tasted were catfish cooked in 
tempoyak gravy and baked pais (fish 
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lathered in spices and then wrapped 
with banana leaves), which are the 
eatery’s best sellers. 


10.00 PM: Rest 


DAY 3: VISIT MUSEUM AND 
LEAVE FOR HOME 


08.00 AM: Breakfast 


DAY 3: VISIT MUSEUM AND 
LEAVE FOR HOME 


08.00 AM: Breakfast 


08.30 AM: Visit the Kuala Lipis 
Historical Heritage Museum 
Perhaps many people do not know 
there is a historical museum in Kuala 
Lipis, which is housed in a structure 
that was the birthplace of Malaysia’s 
eighth Prime Minister, Datuk Seri 
Mohd Najib bin Abdul Razak, located 
in Bukit Bius, Kuala Lipis. There are 
several galleries provided in this two- 
storey bungalow built in the 1920s, 
for instance the opening of Lipis as a 
settlement, the history of buildings, 
the history of British colonialism, the 
Malay Sultanate of Pahang, regional 
political figures, regional independence 
fighters, traditional Lipis food, and 
regional gold mining in Lipis. In 
addition to getting to know the 
history of Kuala Lipis, there is also 
an interesting spot to take photos 
because the buildings and carvings in 
the museum still retain classic Malay 
characteristics. 


10.20 AM: Depart to Gemas Station 
from Kuala Lipis Station using the 
Timuran Shuttle Train (DMU) 


03.00 PM: Arrive at Gemas station 


03.20 PM: Return to KL Sentral using 
the Electric Train Service (ETS) 


Gaya Travel Magazine expresses our 
heartfelt gratitude to Keretapi Tanah 
Melayu Berhad. | for making the writers 
trip to Kuala Lipis possible and smooth- 
sailing. 
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Having lunch at Teringat Lenggong with the ae 


- 
view of Tasik Raban and its scenic surroundings. ; e 
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Destinations 


Places to Discover In 
Upper, Central, and 
Lower Perak 


Text by ALIFF ASHRAF 
Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


For travellers who are in the know, they will understand that Perak is more than 
just Ipoh; the truth is, there are many interesting places for travellers to explore 
that leave them in awe when they travel around the state, particularly to the Upper, 
Central and Lower Perak. So, follow us to find out on what you can experience 
when you travel to Upper, Central and Lower Perak! 
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Clockwise from top, left: Malaysia-Thailand Border in Pengkalan Hulu, Perak; Interesting facility and architecture of the Information 
Research Centre at Universiti Teknologi Petronas (UTP) in Seri Iskandar; The historical Tanjung Tualang Tin Dredge No. 5 (TT5); Doing 
archery at Pulau Misa Cultural Village, Bota Kiri. 
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Kroh Hotspring & Riverside 
www.facebook.com/krobhotspring 

This place has been operating for 28 years, but only 
beginning June 2022 has it been rebranded as Kroh 
Hotspring & Riverside. Visitors can either simply walk in 
to enjoy the hot spring or they can book a stay here too by 
choosing any of the 29 rooms comprising studios and a few 
types of chalets. The hot spring pool flows continuously, 
thus its cleanliness is ensured. Other facilities provided are 
public toilets, mosque, and car park. The price for staying 
is MYR150 per night, and the walk-in price is RM2 per 
person. 


Kampung Tasek Durian Orchard 

This durian orchard is in a Siamese village known as 
Kampung Tasek, Pengkalan Hulu. Kampung Tasek Durian 
Orchard is just 3 kilometres away from the Malaysia- 
Thailand border. Started in 2017, the size of this orchard 

is 500 acres and most of the durian type planted here are 
Musang King and Black Thorn. 2022 marked the first year 
when the durian trees produce fruit. 


The Late Raja Reman’s Family Palace 

This palace is one of the legacies of the Reman kingdom, one 
of the seven regions under the Kingdom of Pattani between 
the years 1810 and 1902. Through the Bangkok Treaty in 
1909, The British eventually carved out the northern part of 
the Reman Kingdom to remain under Siamese rule, while 
the southern part of Reman Kingdom was ceded to the Perak 
state and began to be known as Perak Hulu (Upper Perak), 
thus ending the Reman Kingdom's Raja ruling system. This 
palace is in Kampung Selarong, Pengkalan Hulu (formerly 
known as Kroh), and is still visited by many. Nowadays, the 
palace is being taken care of by the heirs of Raja Reman. 
Though the building looks modest, its history is nonetheless 
rich and colourful. 


Malaysia - Thailand Border 

Do you know that there is a Malaysia-Thailand border in 
Perak? The place is called Pengkalan Hulu, the gateway to 
the town of Betong in Thailand’s side of the border. There is a 
memorial site as well to commemorate the tragedy that befell 
Kroh-Betong on 20 July 1979 when Communist guerrillas 
ambushed and killed 16 Police Field Force personnel. Avid 
shoppers will be happy to know that the area has The Zon 
Duty-Free shopping complex selling chocolates, shirts, 


perfumes, and more at lower prices than normal. 


Ayah An Deer House & Kelulut Lenggong 
www.facebook.com/herlyzaLOVEakram 

If you wanted to experience feeding tame and cute deer, 
this is definitely the place! Entry ticket prices are MYR5 
per adult and MYR3 per child, while food for feeding the 
deer costs you MYRS per bucket. This attraction even offers 
breakfast and high tea packages at the rate of MYR15 per 
adult and MYR13 per child, which travellers need to first 


make reservation. Remember to purchase the nutritious 
helulut (stingless bee) when visiting this attraction. 


Sumpitan Glamping, Lenggong 
www.facebook.com/sumpitanglamping 

Sumpitan Glamping is ideal for those who want to enjoy a 
night with nature. Located near Jeram Ibol, many activities 
can be done here such as barbeque night, chit-chatting 
around bonfire, swimming in the pool or river, karaoke 
sessions, and more. You can book a glamping tent, and each 
tent is provided with four mattresses, one standing lamp, 
and an air conditioner. Sumpitan Glamping has chalets too 
for a more comfortable stay. 


Tanjung Tualang Tin Dredge No. 5 (TT5) 
www.facebook.com/TT5PERAK 

This tin dredge was built in 1938 in England, and it was 
the last tin dredge used in Malaysia. This tin dredge is 

a mute witness to an era when tin mining was one of 
Perak’s biggest sources of revenue, making this state the 
richest in Malaya. It is now open to the public and set 
with interesting information and displays on how tin 
dredge works. There is a maze park as well, which is fun 
for children. The admission fee is MYR10 per adult and 
MYERS per child. The opening hours are between 9:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. 


Pulau Misa Cultural Village 
www.facebook.com/misamelayu 

Pulau Misa Cultural Village has established since 1998 

in Kampung Teluk Kepayang, Bota Kiri, Perak. Public 
can come here and engage in activities like kayaking, 
horse riding, archery, and boat riding. There is also a 
weekly cultural night held on Saturdays from 9:30 p.m. 

to 11:30 p.m. that showcases traditional music and dance 
performances, while everyone is required to don traditional 
Malay attire. Travellers come here to witness its cultural 
uniqueness, including related events such as traditional 
Malay attire show, si/az (traditional Malay martial art) and 
Malay traditional weapon demonstration, and traditional 
dance class. 


Universiti Teknologi Petronas, Seri Iskandar 
www.utp.edu.my 

Universiti Teknologi Petronas (UTP) is not just a 
renowned Malaysian university built for tertiary education 
per se, but also have attractions that the public can visit 
within the university compounds such as the Chancellor 
Complex (winner of the Agan Khan Architecture Award 
in 2007), Information Research Centre, An-Nur Mosque, 
Solar Panel, and Geological Rock Garden, which is the 
main draw because the garden overlooks the view of 

the lake and contain unique rock formations. There are 
dinosaur sculptures too for travellers to take a nice photo. 
Besides, the architecture of UTP’s Information Research 
Centre is inspired by the oil rig and exude a futuristic vibe. 
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Mirror Lake, Ipoh 
www.facebook.com/tasikcerminipohofficial 

This is one of Ipoh’s popular tourist attractions because 

the scenery never fails to enchant. From the ticket counter, 
travellers will go through a natural tunnel before witnessing 
the amazing view of the lake with the solid reflection of 
Rapat Mount’s greenery. The entrance fee is MYR3 per 
adult, while children enter free. For a better view of the 
Mirror Lake, opt for the boat ride, which is priced at 
MYR25 per adult and MYR18 per child. This place is open 
every day from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 


HOGA Gaharu Tea Valley, Gopeng 

https.//hoga.my 

This tea valley is the first ever agarwood farm in the world. 
Started since 1992, this 300-acre farm is home to 200,000 
agarwood trees. Agarwood tree is only planted in Southeast 
Asia, and agarwood from Malaysia enjoys high demand 
from other countries especially countries in the Middle 
East. You can enjoy the food here such as Nasi Lemak that 
contains agarwood oil in the rice, and agarwood ice cream. 
HOGA Gaharu Tea Valley also produces products based on 
agarwood such as perfume, prayer sticks, lotion, and more. 
People can purchase their products from the tea valley’s 
official website. 


Ilham Seni @ Kampar 

https://www.mdkampar.gov.my 

This new place is situated along Gopeng Kampar Street. 
Many murals inspired from traditional, cultural, historical, 
natural, and industrial elements are displayed on the walls 
here. The mural drawings on this street were created from 
the end of 2020 until February 2021. Travellers can follow 
along the pedestrian pass that leads them to Gopeng 
Street, the Clock Tower, Taman Muhibbah, and Kampar 


Recreational Centre to see these beautiful murals. Ilham Seni 
@ Kampar stretches for 250 metres along the Ipoh-Kampar 
main road that runs right in the middle of Kampar Old 
Town. 


Bagas Zakariah Orchard Lodge 

www.bagaszakariah.com 

For those who want to feel the Lampung experience like 
tidur lambak (sleep anywhere indiscriminately throughout 
the house), you are invited to stay at Bagas Zakariah 
Orchard Lodge. There are three traditional houses for guests 
stay: Rumah Kuning, Rumah Lawan Kuda, and Rumah 
Lenggong. Bagas Zakariah Orchard Lodge has a river that 
meanders through its grounds, making the place tranquil. 
Guests who stay here during November and December get 
to experience fruit collecting sessions. During durian season, 
the lodge even organises durian for guests’ enjoyment. 


OTHER PLACES TO STAY IN PERAK: 


The Kandu Resort, Gopeng 

www. facebook.com/thekandu 

This resort first opened in October 2021 and located near 
Mount Kandu. The Kandu Resort has 22 rooms here, 
including two rooms with private pool. There is even a café 
here called Warong P. Ramlee serving various local and 
western fare. The Kandu offers activities such as caving, 
riding on all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and high hope trail. 


Desa Teratak Pak Su 

www.facebook.com/teratakpaksu 

If you were trying to find an accommodation in Pengkalan 
Hulu, Desa Teratak Pak Su is a viable option with its five 
chalets that are close to a mesmerising lake. Guests can 
opt for fishing, playing traditional games, and more. The 
accommodation starts from MYR80 per night. 
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Selera Terapong Restaurant, Pengkalan Hulu 

Selera Terapong Restaurant presents traditional cuisine. This 
restaurant is named ‘Selera Terapong’ because “Terapong’ 
means floating, since restaurant is located right on the edge 
of Takong Lake. Some of the dishes served are downright 
local such as Kerabu Ikan Keli (catfish salad), Kerabu Pucuk 
Putat (salad from locally grown shoots), Sambal Picit (local 
chilli paste condiment), Ayam Bakar Merah (grilled chicken), 
and Tilapia Bakar with Kuah Air Asam (grilled tilapia with 
spicy tamarind dip on the side). Diners get to dine here while 
taking in the beautiful scenery of Takong Lake. 


Teringat Lenggong Restaurant, Raban Lake 

Another gem in Perak is Teringat Lenggong Restaurant, 
which sits beside the amazing Raban Lake. This restaurant 
serves local dishes such as Masak Lemak Belimbing Buluh 
Ikan Loma (freshwater fish cooked in vibrant yellow 
Malaysian curry laced with bilimbi fruit), Tilapia Bakar 
(grilled tilapia), Kerabu Pucuk Paku (fern shoot salad), Pecal 
(vegetables drenched in peanut sauce), and Ulam-ulaman 
(locally grown raw greens). The restaurant also dishes out 
Bubur Kacang Hitam (glutinous black rice sweet porridge) 
as a dessert. Due to its strategic location adjacent to Raban 
Lake and in between Banjaran Titiwangsa and Banjaran 
Bintang, the surrounding view is simply stunning. 


Suak Saudagar Espresso, Lenggong 
www.instagram.com/suaksaudagar 

This hidden coffee shop is on Jalan Kampung Kelantan, 
Lenggong. Opened in June 2022 by Muhammad Amir 
Solihin on his family’s land, the coffee shop serves favourites 
like Caramel Macchiato, Vanilla Latte, and Rose Bandung 
Latte. You can have a relaxing coffee session while admiring 
the beautiful lake view next to this coffee shop. 


Piokopi, Lenggong 

www.facebook.com/piokopicafe 

Another coffee shop that travellers should check out is 
Piokopi, located next Sumpitan Glamping. This small coffee 
shop serves a variety of coffee, and travellers should imbibe 
not only the coffee shop’s beverages but also the lush tropical 
landscape. 


Little Ipoh Café, Seri Iskandar 
www.instagram.com/ittleipohcafe 

This café brings back memories to many Malaysians. The 
vibe and interior design of this café is nostalgic. The café also 
sells certain sweets and candies that were popular in Malaysia 
back in the 1990s. Some of the dishes served are Nasi Hujan 
Paneh (colourful ghee rice), Mi Rebus (yellow noodles served In this spread, clockwise from top, left: Beautiful mural artwork at 


PSOE, 4 


in thick spicy potato-based gravy), and Laksa (spicy noodle Ilham Seni at Kampar; Food served in traditional tray called salam 
dish). Diners are also spoilt for choice when it comes to at Pulau Misa Cultural Village; Coffee by Piokopi located next to 
beverages; however, do try the café’s Kopi Susu Little Ipoh Sumpitan Glamping in Lenggong; Nostalgic traditional house at 
(Little Ipoh coffee with milk), which is comfortingly tasty. Bagas Zakariah Orchard Lodge. 
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» SAUDAGAR NANAS 
AGROFARM 
wuww.facebook.com/saudagar.nanas 
This eight-acre pineapple farm has 
been in operation since 2019. There 
are five types of pineapple that are 
grown, among them are Josapine, 
MD2 dan Yankee. The pineapple 
grown here is sold to meet local 
demand. This is the place where 
students and interested parties can 
learn about how pineapple is grown 
and the types available in Malaysia, 
including the ornamental ones used 
specifically for aesthetics because 
they generally taste sour. 


Since 5 February 2022, Saudagar 
Nanas Agrofarm owner Mr 
Mohd Noorhardy has opened a 
cafe that sells various pineapple- 
based products, some of them are 
pineapple chilli paste, pineapple 
chilli sauce, pineapple tart, 
pineapple coffee, and pineapple 
puffs. The café is popular and gets 
crowded in the weekends. Don't 
miss savouring the invigorating 
fresh pineapple juice, especially 
after walking around the farm in 
the middle of the day. 


Address: 
Lot 3000, Kampung Sungai Merab 
Luar, 43000 Kajang, Selangor. 


» MUTIARA FIGS GARDEN 
www.mutiarafigs.com.my 

This two-acre farm has been in 
existence since 2017, focussing 
on producing premium fresh figs, 
which can either be eaten raw 
because it tastes honey sweet with 
a hint of berry or treated as an 
ingredient for food products. The 
farm is committed in educating 
consumers on the health benefits 
of consuming figs such as 
improving digestion and vascular 
health, while the leaves, when 
converted into tea, contain 
anticancer properties and high in 
antioxidants. 


Besides fresh figs, the farm 

also produces various fig-based 
products such as fig-laced 
anchovy chilli paste, fig chilli 
paste, and fig jam. This family- 
run farm also sells halal-certified 
tea dust made from fig tree 
leaves. These products can 

be bought online via www. 
mutiarafigs.com.my — don't forget 
to order the mouth-watering 
desserts like Dreamy Fig 
Crumble, Heavenly Fig and 
Magical Fig Tartlets, which 
need more than 24 hours to 
prepare. 


If you were planning to visit the 
farm, be sure to first make an 
appointment by contacting 


Address: 

Lot 4114, Jalan Ikhsan, 
Kampung Jalan Kebun, 
Seksyen 30, 

40460 Shah Alam, Selangor . 


» CHOCOLATE MUSEUM 
https://chocolatemuseum.my 
Established in 2013, this 
museum has received close 

to two million visitors since 
opening. Chocolate lovers must 
come to this place because it 
offers educational and insightful 
informational displays on 
anything related to chocolate, 
from when it was first discovered 
to the kinds of chocolates that 
are available today. There are 
also demonstrations on how 
chocolates are made. Visitors 
can even take the opportunity 
to create their own chocolate 
confections under the guidance 
of experienced chocolatiers 

at the Chocolate Lab. 


You are bound to be thrilled 
when encountering exhibits like 
the life-sized cocoa trees; taking 
a sneak peek into a live chocolate 
factory; artistic chocolate 
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sculpture collection; the Chocolate 
Train, which is the biggest indoor 
gauge 1 train model in Malaysia; 
PETRONAS Twin Towers entirely 
made from chocolate; and Chocolate 
Venice three-dimensional art wall. 
Before going home, don’t forget 

to buy your favourite chocolate 
brand either local or international, 
including durian chocolate if you 
felt adventurous, at the Chocolate 
Galleria. 


‘The entrance fee to this museum 
is MYR5 per adult and MYR3 per 
child. Opens daily. For a group of 
visitors totalling 20 persons and 
above, prior booking is required. 


Address: 

2, Jalan Teknologi 3/5, 

Kota Damansara, 

47810 Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 


» KEDAI AYAMAS 
https://linktr.ee/Kedai_Ayamas 

‘The Ayamas brand began 34 years 
ago, with the very first outlet opened 
in SEA Park, an established housing 
estate in Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 
During the Halal Selangor 2022 
fam trip, the participants visited the 
Ayamas outlet in Puchong, a vibrant 
township that is part of Selangor’s 
prosperous Petaling district. 


Ayamas espouses the 3H concept, 
which is “Halal, Hygienic, and 
Healthy”. The Ayamas outlet staff 
undergo intensive training prior to 
working at the outlets to ensure that 
the service level is up to mark. 


‘The supply of raw chicken meat is 
sourced from Ayamas’ own chicken 
farms, including selected other 

local suppliers that meet Ayamas’ 
stringent standards. 90% of Ayamas’ 
products are roasted items. Every 
year, the company introduces at least 
six new roasted chicken flavours on 
its menu. 


Address: 

18-G, Jalan PU 7/2, Bandar 
Puchong Utama 

47140 Puchong, Selangor 


» CHATIME MALAYSIA 
https.//chatime.com.my 
Chatime, a brand name 
originally from Taiwan, is a 
pioneer of halal bubble tea 
beverage in Malaysia. Started 
in 2010, Chatime currently 
has 110 Chatime outlets 
scattered throughout the 
country. All ingredients used 
in the beverages are halal, and 
Chatime’s Malaysian operation 
is halal certified. 


‘The Halal Selangor fam trip 
participants visited the evidently 
stylish Chatime ‘Boutique 
Outlet’ situated within the 

IPC Shopping Centre in 
Mutiara Damansara. Among 
the refreshing beverages that 

are part of Chatime’s menu that 
come recommended are Pearl 
Milk Tea, Hawaii Fruitea, and 
Passionfruit Smootea. Chatime 
also introduces new kinds of 
beverages from time to time, so 
be sure to swing by the Chatime 
outlet closest to you to find out 
about the latest line of beverages 
offered. 


Address: 

Lot No. G.17 & G.D17 
Ground Floor, IPC Shopping, 
Centre, 2, Jalan PJU 7/2, 
Mutiara Damansara, 

47800 Petaling Jaya, Selangor. 


» RAJA SALAI KAMPUNG 
SUNGAI KANDIS 
www.facebook.com/Nasi.Raja. 
Salai 

This eatery has been opening its 
doors to customers since 2019 
by its owner, who is affectionally 
called by everybody as simply 
Along, which means ‘Eldest 


Brother’ in colloquial Malay. 


Most of the dishes served are based 
on smoked items like beef and 
catfish. However, to appeal to larger 
set of customers, the eatery is also 
adding other dishes onto the menu 
like asam pedas (spicy and sour 
stew), soups, and more. Most of 
the patrons to this eatery are repeat 
customers. 


Interestingly, most of the dishes 
based on smoked items are prepared 
by Along himself. 


Address: 

Lot 7709, Jalan Sungai Kandis, 
Seksyen 36, Kampung Sungai 
Kandis, 40470 Shah Alam, Selangor. 


» KAFE AKU SUKA KOPI 
www.facebook.com/Akusukako opt 
The Aku Suka Kopi brand, 
established since 2018, is the right 
choice for all coffee lovers since 

it serves various types of coffee 
flavours that appeal to many. 


Kafe Aku Suka Kopi also dabbles in 
barista training, coffee consultation, 
and coffee trading, besides grinding 
its own coffee beans that are 

sourced from various countries for 
example Colombia, Tanzania, Brazil, 
Guatemala, Ethiopia, and Indonesia, 
as well as developing its own house 
blends (combining coffee powders 
of beans from different countries), 
primarily medium dark roast to get 
as close as possible to the coffee 
flavour’s original profile. 


Among the popular beverages 
served at the café are Freddo 
Cappuccino, Dirty Latte, and Hot 
Latte. The café sells bottled coffee 
as well, which can be immediately 
consumed anywhere. 


Address: 


13, Jalan Astaka M U8/M, 
Bukit Jelutong, 40100 Shah Alam, 
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» ONE SERAMBI CAFE 
https://www.oneserambi.com 

‘This establishment serves up various 
types of delicious Western-inspired 
dishes such as Spaghetti Bolognese 
Meatball, Aglio Olio, and Burnt 


Cheesecake, among others. 


Other than good food, the café’s 
ambience and décor are pleasing. 
‘The café is open daily from as early 
as 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. except 
Mondays. 


Address: 

1-G, D’bayu Commercial Centre, 
Jalan Serambi U8/21, 

Bukit Jelutong, 

40150 Shah Alam, Selangor. 


» HOUSE OF KAMBING 
https://bok.asia 

Located close to the Malaysia 
Agro Exposition Park Serdang 
(MAEPS), this family-run 
restaurant serves mouth-watering 
grilled lamb dishes. Started 
operating since 2016, its menu 

has attracted many customers, 
especially the succulent Kambing 
Crispy (Crispy Lamb) dish. Though 
many patrons come over for lunch 
during weekdays, the restaurant is 
particularly full during weekends, 
so be prepared to line up if you 
were to come at that time. At peak 
periods like public holidays and 
special expositions held at MAEPS, 
the restaurant can sell up to 100 
kilograms of meat per day. 


Being able to fit up to 200 diners at 
one go, the restaurant has peaceful 
surroundings marked by grassy 
land, including sheep and camel 
grazing nearby. The place opens 
from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 


Address: 
Jalan MAEPS 4/1, 
43000 Kajang, Selangor. 
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The Selangor State Executive Councillor 
for Islamic Affairs, Consumer Affairs and 
Halal Industry, YB Zawawi Mughni (right) 
posing for a photo together with Mutiara 
Figs owner Mohd. Hilmi bin Yusoff. 


» BUTIK ANGGUN CHITRA 
https.//chitrascarves.avana.asia 
This boutique opened in 2018. 
Initially focussing on Muslim 
ladies’ apparels, the boutique has 
now expanded to include clothing 
line for the whole family, on top of 
edible products and Muslim prayer 
essentials. 


Intending to expand the Muslim 
fashion choices in Malaysia and 
become a hub for Muslim-friendly 
attire, Anggun Chitra carries 
imported items from Dubai and 
Jakarta, particularly the abaya (a 
modest robe-like dress for Muslim 
ladies covering the entire body) from 
the former, and kaftans, Muslim 
ladies prayer-wear, blouse and bags 
from the latter. 


Shoppers can buy Anggun 

Chitra’s merchandise from Shopee 
(anggunchitra.os) and its official 
website https.//chitrascarves.avana. 
asia. The boutique also holds sales 
or discounts from time to time, 

so members of the public are 
encouraged to visit the store to take 
advantage of the offers. 


Address: 

G-16, Radia RetailPersiaran Arked, 
Bukit Jelutong, 

40150 Shah Alam, Selangor. 


FA 


» DERMALENE SKIN 
SPECIALIST CENTRE 
https.//dermalene.com 
Founded in 2018, Dermalene 
is a medical-based and non- 
invasive skincare treatment 
centre specialising in resolving 
skin, hair, and nail ailments 
through treatments, as well as 
formulating safe, trusted, and 
effective skincare and haircare 
regime. Dermalene so far has six 
branches throughout Malaysia. 


Aiming to become their patients’ 
skin life partner, research-and- 
development-driven Dermalene 
gives attention towards 
continuous and life-long end-to- 
end skincare service, treatment, 
and even supplies efficacious 
skincare items, which are all part 
of its aspiration to become the 
hub for skincare management 

in Malaysia. Among the 
bestselling products is the potent 
skin moisturiser that contains 
Ceramide. 


Dermalene opens the first 
eczema daycare centre in 
Malaysia, where patients will 

be consulted and examined, 
counselled, assessed based on the 
Dermatology Quality of Life 
(DQOL) Index, and given wet 
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wrap therapy to rehydrate the skin. 


Address: 

B-LG-7, Vista Alam, 

Seksyen 14, 40000 Shah Alam, 
Selangor. 


» AMIRUL GROCER 
www.facebook.com/amirulhalalmart 
Amirul Grocer is a supermarket 
that primarily retails halal-certified 
products. The various types of 
products sold along its aisles are 
produced by local businesses. Amirul 
Grocer welcomes all entrepreneurs 
to place their halal products at its 
supermarket. 


The retail price at this supermarket 
is lower compared to other 
supermarkets. Amirul Grocer 
follows the regulations and 
guidelines stipulated by the 
Ministry of Domestic Trade and 
Living Costs, as well as cooperating 
closely with agencies like Federal 
Agricultural Marketing Authority, 
to ensure that the items sold at the 
supermarket is in accordance with 
the required standards set at the 
right prices. 


Address: 

No. 1, Jalan Linggis 15/24, Taman 
Perindustrian Linggis, Seksyen 15, 
40200 Shah Alam, Selangor. 
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Kuala Selangor: 
History, Food & 
Uniqueness 


: Tex ges by 
046 : HADY ARMEEN & SHAHIDA SAKERI 


“So, what's In Kuala Selangor?” 


When talking about Kuala Selangor, those who are uninitiated must be wondering what interesting 
things can be found in this district. The truth is Kuala Selangor is one destination that is full of history, 
uniqueness and rare food not easily found elsewhere, including fun activities perfect for travellers of 
various interests! 
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Above: Riding the tram around Bukit Melawati. 


Below: The mirror-like water creates a stunning effect for picture-taking (Photo by Skymirror Tour & Travel). 


WHAT TO SEE IN KUALA SELANGOR? 


Kota Tanjung Keramat 

Due to its former role as a Dutch fort in the past, Kota 
Tanjung Keramat is also known as Bukit Belanda (Dutch 
Hill). It takes just three minutes to climb this hill using the 
steps. When you reach the top, you can discover interesting 
colonial vestiges. 
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Tasik Shima 

Lake Shima is located adjacent to the intriguing Cape Hill. 
The lake was formed when parts of the Dutch Hill was 
blown up for a road construction, resulting in the creation of 
two hills, separated by Lake Shima. 


Makam Anak Dara 

Next to Lake Shima is another hill with a tomb known as the 
Tomb of the Maiden. The tomb is claimed to belong to a girl 
who was forced into marriage by her parents but refused. She 
then ran away and never been discovered ever since. Instead, 
the locals found her garments hanging from a tree. A tomb 
to commemorate her was then erected at that same spot. 


Bukit Melawati 

Your trip to Kuala Selangor is never complete if you miss 
Bukit Melawati, which has a thousand and one stories to 
tell. You can get to the top via tram, which costs MYR5 per 
person. This is also the place where you can find the museum 
that tells the story of Kuala Selangor district, along with a 
lighthouse, a slab where public executions in the form of 
beheadings took place, a hundred stairs, a poisoned well, and 
other historical attractions! 
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WHAT TO EAT IN KUALA SELANGOR? 


Roti Canai Pelangi 

You must have heard about the viral roti canai (Indian 
flatbread) from Kuala Selangor, right? Each roti canai here 
has its own flavour, depending on the colour, such as green 
(apple), orange (durian), pink (strawberry), yellow (corn), blue 
(yam) and white (original). Of course, don't forget to pair 
them with the curry offered here — comes either with mutton 
or chicken. The combo will definitely spice up your appetite 
in the morning (quite literally)! 


Auntie Foo 

If you are near to Bukit Melawati, you can fill your stomach 
at Auntie Foo Café, which has a vibrant interior. The menu 
is diverse, ranging from Malay cuisine to western fare and 
desserts. This cafe opens for breakfast, lunch, and tea, from 
early morning at 8:00 a.m. until late afternoon at 6:00 p.m. 


Pak Aji Asam Pedas Claypot 

For lunch, there is no need to worry about what to eat and 
where to eat. Just head to Pak Aji Asam Pedas Claypot! As 
the name suggests, this restaurant specialises in asam pedas 
(sour and spicy stew dish), cooked with a variety of fishes. 
You can also order it in a set which comes with rice, salted 
egg, sambal belacan (spicy condiment mixed with shrimp 
paste), u/am (local salad) and free flow of water. Your meal is 
guaranteed to be worthwhile thanks to the affordable prices 
and the delicious flavour! 


Mee Udang Banjir 

As a fan of prawn noodles, are you always disappointed with 
the amount of prawns inside the noodle dish that you order? 
For the real deal, swing by at Mee Udang Banjir (the name 
literally means ‘flooded shrimp noodle’) near Kuala Selangor. 
The shrimp portion here is not only generous, but also fresh 
too! There are four types of crustaceans available at this 
eatery: lobster, sea shrimp, white shrimp, and tiger shrimp. 


Cendol Borhan 

Malaysia’s scorching weather is bound to make you thirsty, 
especially during the day. So, remember to stop by at Cendol 
Durian Borhan. During weekends, this eatery is packed 
because the taste of its durian cendol is simply irresistible. If 
you were not a durian fan, fret not, because this eatery serves 
other types of cendol servings, which are all inexpensive and 
refreshing! 


Lumiere Cafe 

Trying to find a place in Kuala Selangor for you to chill at 
the end of the day? Then make way to Lumiere Café, which 
serves desserts and beverages ranging from tea to coffee. The 
cafe owner, who is also a barista, is welcoming, while the 
ambience here is ideal for relaxing and having conversations. 
Be sure to try the café’s blueberry cheesecake and peach tea: 
we promise, you won't be disappointed. 


Restoran Makanan Laut Jeti 

Kuala Selangor is a seafood haven, and one of the spots 
where you can enjoy lip-smacking seafood is Restoran 
Makanan Laut Jeti (Jetty Seafood Restaurant), which is 
located right by the Kuala Selangor River. The food here 
is reasonably priced, but the view that comes with it is 
expensive! Come at sunset to get that romantic moment. 


TK Coconut Farm Ville 

Relax at this alfresco dining spot that sits in a coconut farm, 
where you get to enjoy delicious fares at reasonable prices. 
There are almost 10 stalls in operation here, each offering its 
own unique menu, and hence, give visitors more options to 
choose. But if you require a suggestion, we truly recommend 
trying the grilled fishes — they are fresh and packed with 
flavours! Then, wash it all down with a glass (or two) of 
coconut shake for that refreshing and satisfying meal. 


Ude Belangkas NRS Corner 

Have you ever wondered how horseshoe crab or delangkas 
tastes like? If yes, then feed your curiosity and your tummy 
here. This eatery which has been around for the past 17 

years is helmed by Mak Ude, a seasoned cook who knows 
how to skilfully prepare this unique delicacy, sustainably and 
responsibly. There are multiple ways of how horseshoe crab 
can be cooked here, but for more flavours, do opt for the 
masak lemak option! Ude Belangkas NRS Corner opens from 
5.30 p.m. to midnight, every day except Mondays. 
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Previous page: The noodle dish at Mee Udang Banjir is generous with prawns. 
This page, clockwise from top, left: A bowl of cendol at Cendol Borhan is perfect to beat the heat; The fluffy and colourful flat breads at Roti 


Canai Pelangi; The scrumptious set that you must try at Pak Haji Asam Pedas; Exotic delicacies at Ude Belangkas NRS Corner, especially the oe 


horseshoe crab. 
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WHAT TO DO KUALA SELANGOR? 


Pantai Remis 

Pantai Remis in Jeram, Kuala Selangor is now a popular 
tourism attraction in Selangor, especially during weekends 
and public holidays, due to the numbers of eateries lining up 
along the beach, besides being a popular fishing spot. In the 
evening, you will love hanging out here due to the soothing 
sea breeze; you could even fly kites and have a picnic. 


Taman Alam Kuala Selangor 

Taman Alam Kuala Selangor is ideal for individuals who 
want to get away from the hustle and bustle of city life and 
enjoy nature while exercising their legs by tracing a path 
through the lush woodlands. Along the trail, you can see a 
variety of plants and animals. There is also an observation hut 
where you can see the entire park and watch birds. 


Skymirror Tour & Travel 

‘This renowned operator offers four fun-filled and educational 
activities for visitors to make the most out of their day in 
Kuala Selangor: 


» Intertidal Zone Discovery 

This activity lets you learn more about the aquatic life found 
around Kuala Selangor Beach, including the Flower Moon 
Crab, Tiger Moon Snail, Ball Sea Cucumber, and more. 


Bring your children along as they surely will be captivated 
by the discovery. 


» Skymirror 

Dubbed as Malaysia’s own “Salar de Uyuni”, Kuala Selangor 
Beach which located about 30 minutes away on a boat from 
a fishing village in Jeram, is usually not visible to the eyes. 
This is because the beach is submerged beneath the sea 
most of the time. It is only during the new moon and full 
moon periods that this sand bar finally emerges, forming a 
stunning mirror-like effect that reflects the sky on the water, 
and thus creating many unique photography opportunities. 


» Eagle Feeding 

This activity allows you to witness the eagle species flying 
up close as the boatman feeds them. Some of the eagles that 
can be spotted here include the red eagle and the Brahminy 
kite. 


» Blue Tears 

At night, Skymirror Tour & Travel takes you to the middle 
of the sea to search for the ‘blue tears’ or bioluminescent 
phytoplankton, in which when combined with seawater, 
fascinatingly generates blue light. However, it is difficult to 
photograph the ‘blue tears’ with a camera. The only way you 
can make the most of the experience is to see the ‘blue tears’ 
with your own eyes. 
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Hussin Fauzi Farm 

If you prefer to interact with various animals, Hussin Fauzi 
Farm is perfect for you. It is home to a various of animal 
species that are lovingly taken care of. You can even pet some 
of them. There are also other interactive activities such as 
fishing using a pole and archery. But we recommend that you 
ride the amusing ATV train! 


Niloofar Mini Zoo 

Niloofar Mini Zoo & Restaurant, located near Pantai Remis, 
is another mini zoo ideal for children. There are many animal 
species available, but we reckon, the cat section would be a 
crowd’s favourite since the felines are not just friendly, but 
gorgeous to look at! Niloofar Mini Zoo has a restaurant on 
site as well, where you can comfortably dine after watching 
the animals. 


Fireflies Kampung Kuantan 

Kuala Selangor is synonymous with fireflies, and one of the 
best — in fact, the original — places to watch these flickering 
insects is at Kampung Kuantan. Enjoy a quiet 20-minute 
ride as you marvel at the dreamy lights in between the 

tree branches. The sampan comfortably fits four and uses 

no motorised engine to avoid disturbance to the natural 
environment. The tour starts after dusk and operates daily for 
MYR60.00 per boat. Contact the office at +60332891439 for 


more information. 
WHERE TO STAY? 


Kuala Selangor Cabin Camp 

With a mini farm, colourful decorations, and plenty of fun 
activities, this camp makes a great playground for children. It 
is open for a day visit, but for an ultimate experience, why not 
stay overnight? There are a variety of unique-style lodgings 

to choose from, such as Hobbiton-inspired units, tubes, and 
A-frame cabins. 


The Kabin 

This eco-friendly accommodation transforms recycled 
containers into industrial-style rooms, making use of the 
space efficiently without compromising comfort. Guests with 
young children or those who like to stay active, moreover, can 
make use of the beautiful swimming pool that is open for all 
guests from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Previous page: Pet the friendly animals at Hussin Fauzi Farm 
This page: Unique accommodation units at Kuala Selangor Cabin 


Camp. 
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Exploring Labuan, 
the Pearl of Borneo 


Text & Images by HADY ARMEEN 
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When talking about holiday destinations in Malaysian Bornco, 
surely everyone will talk about Sabah and Sarawak. But did you 
know there is another territory belongs to Malaysia that is still under 
the travellers’ radar? This territory, which earns the title of Pearl of 
Borneo and offers a myriad of tourism delights, is none other than 
the Federal Territory of Labuan! 


Read on to find out what Labuan has offer! 
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Gasing Borneo 

I was able to feel for myself the experience of playing one of 
the traditional games in Labuan called Gasing Borneo, which 
is loosely translated as ‘Borneo traditional top spinning’. I 
went to Kampung Bukit Kuda, one of the villages in Labuan 
to play this game. There are three types of gasing and the 

way to play each one of them is different. Among the gasing 
played are Gasing Borneo (also known as Gasing Tanah), 
Gasing Pangkah and Gasing Kaca. Playing gasing requires 
different techniques and practice. To play Gasing Tanah, I 
need to tie the string on the top tightly to make it easier to 
play. After being tied, the top is thrown on the ground. The 
top that spins the longest wins. As for Gasing Pangkah, just 
like Gasing Tanah, it needs to be tied tightly. But the top must 
be thrown towards the opponent’s top to stop its movement. 
The last top to remain spinning is the winner. Meanwhile, 
Gasing Kaca is played by lifting the spinning top using a stick 
shaped like a ladle (called ‘siwt’technique) and then the player 
needs to balance it on top of the glass. 


Muzium Labuan 

Initially, the building where Muzium Labuan (Labuan 
Museum) was a British administrative office that was built 
in 1950s during the era of British colonial rule. In 2004, 

this building began opening to the public after converted 
into a museum, which is divided into two levels: the lower 
level covers the pre-historic era; the reign of the Sultan of 
Brunei; the arrival of the British; the Second World War; 
independence; and the formation of the Federal Territory 

up until the establishment of the Labuan Corporation. On 
the upper level, the exhibits highlight the socio-cultural and 
socio-economic aspects of the local communities found in the 
Federal Territory of Labuan such as Brunei-Malay, Kadayan, 
Chinese, Kadazan-Dusun, Indian and Sikh races. 


Labuan War Cemetry 

This cemetery is a tribute to the soldiers who died in the 
Second World War throughout Borneo. Among all of 
soldiers stationed in Labuan, 3,908 of them died during 

the war. The soldiers hailed from various parts of the world: 
Australia, United Kingdom, India, New Zealand and even 
Malaysia. Every year, on 11 November at 11 oclock, there is a 
ceremony to commemorate these fallen soldiers. 


Desa Tunas Hijau 

Those who prefer a holiday with various activities to do 
should head to Desa Tunas Hijau. There are various available 
and unique types of accommodation here, among them are 
Chalet Twin Room, and Pine Cabin. However. the most 


interesting are the Log cabin, Treehouse and Glamping 
Dome. Most importantly, all accommodation units have en 
suite toilets! The activities available are suitable for families 
with small children as well as adults. Among them are 
kayaking, playing paddle boat, driving all-terrain vehicles 
(ATVs) and riding the train around the area. The train stops 
at one location where you can make friends with the mascot 
Gorillas and even Dinosaurs! In addition, there are animal 
replicas that move and make sounds for children’s enjoyment! 


Kampung Bebuloh Laut, Labuan 

This village is popular for selling high quality dried anchovies. 
We had the chance to stop by at one of the dried anchovy 
suppliers, Salinang Maju Enterprise, to learn about this 
marine-based product. This enterprise began in 2015 and 
now manufactures products based on dried anchovies like 
fried sambal (spicy condiment made from the mixture of 
dried anchovies and chilli), which comes in a variety of 
flavours. 


Muzium Chimney 

This museum showcases the early history of Tanjung Kubong 
and coal mining in Labuan. The nearby Chimney Tower is an 
icon since coal mining heyday and considered as the pride of 
Labuan. A chimney is a straight vertically stacked structure 
that rises high. The exact reason why this 106-foot stack 

of red bricks with typical British architecture was erected 
remains a mystery as there are no traces of smoke or burning 
to indicate that it was used as a chimney. Besides Labuan, 
there are other chimney towers that are found in Perak, 
Selangor, Sarawak and Terengganu too. 


Among the places, you can stay in Labuan: 


Palm Beach Resort & Spa 

Address: 700, 87014 Labuan, Labuan Federal Territory 
No Phone: 087-418 700 

Website: https.//www.palmbeachresortspa.com/ 


Lazenda Hotel 

Address: Block C & D, Lazenda Centre, Jalan OKK 
Abdullah, 87007 Labuan 

No Phone: 087-580 800 

Website: Attps://www.lazendahotel.com/ 


Tiara Labuan Hotel 

Address: Jalan Tanjung Batu, 87007 Labuan 
No Phone: 087-414 300 

Website: Attps://www.tiaralabuan.com/ 
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Clockwise from above: Checking the dried anchovies as preparation for the next process at Salinang Maju Enterprise in Kampung Bebuloh 055 
Laut; The writer standing in front of the Tree House, which is one of the accommodation units at Desa Tunas Hijau; Playing the traditional 


Borneo top-spinning at Kampung Bukit Kuda. 


Sabah, 


a Slice of Paradise on Earth 


Text by SHAHIDA SAKERI 
Images by HADY ARMEEN & SHAHIDA SAKERI 


The state of Sabah gets all the love, and deservingly so. 
056 
You can't deny the grand beauty of its 394 islands located within its 
waters. But if you were not seeking the piercing turquoise seas, its 
idyllic interiors characterised by dramatic landscapes and mighty 
mountains await travellers of all kinds. Besides, Sabah is also one of 
the most culturally diverse states in Malaysia where over 30 indigenous 
groups — each with its own language and beliefs — call it home. 
Sabahans are proud of their heritage and always open to share them 
with the world. 


So, no matter where you choose to go in Sabah, there is always 
something to love about the places. If you are a first-timer in 
this destination, or a regular who needs a new sense of discovery, 
the following are some of the state’s finest offerings that you can 


experience... 
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KOTA KINABALU 


Kota Kinabalu is the capital of Sabah 
and the crowd’s favourite for many 
good reasons. The city marvels with 
bounteous natural and cultural appeals 
that keeps a traveller busy. Sun-seekers 
can head towards the nearest idyllic 
islands with only a short boat ride, while 
those who are more culturally inclined 
will find the Mari Mari Cultural 
Village rewarding. The culinary scene 
is also diverse, so be sure to sample as 
many local delights as possible. For a 
start, below are our top picks of Kota 
Kinabalu. 


Experience a lively dinner on the 
North Borneo Sunset Cruises 

The North Borneo Cruise (www. 
northborneocruises.com) is the first 

cruise operator in Sabah that sets sail 
daily past the islands of Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Marine Park and along the 
city’s vibrant Waterfront. The cruise 
schedules three sessions in a day, but 
for the ultimate experience, go for the 
sunset slot. Kota Kinabalu’s sky is truly 
remarkable as the sun begins to set, 
resulting in spectacular burst of colours. 
During the cruise, guests are treated to 
an impressive buffet dinner for them to 
fuel up and then groove on the dance 
floor as live performers enliven the party 
with popular songs. 


Get inspired at The Luma Hotel 
Being the first creatively constructed 
hotel in Kota Kinabalu, you know 
you're in for a treat at The Luma 
(bttps://thelumahotel.com). This hotel 
expertly blends natural furnishings 

that pay homage to the state’s tropical 
rainforest with contemporary design, 
while retaining a relaxed, homely feel. 
The hotel’s 115 rooms come in seven 
categories, dressed in a sexy mix of dark 
wood, emerald feature wall and a hint 
of burning orange. What’s more, all 
units are equipped with eco-friendly 
amenities and the beautiful soap dishes 
placed in the stunning bathrooms all 
crafted by local artisan. A café and 

a gastrobar are available on site, but 
should guest prefer to venture out, other 
culinary options are aplenty nearby. 


Top: Enjoying the scrumptious buffet on board North Borneo Cruise while admiring the 


change of scenery throughout the journey. 


Bottom: The rooms at The Luma blend contemporary chic with natural furnishings. 
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TUARAN 


Tuaran is around 40 minutes from 
Kota Kinabalu. It has a steady 
population growth with many hail 
from the Dusun, Lotud, and Bajau 
ethnic groups. The town is famous 
state-wide for its fried Tuaran Mee, the 
springy egg noodle served with slices 
of meat (generally comprising sweet, 
barbecued pork, but halal version is 
also available) and fresh vegetables. 


Have a #healing moment on the 
Tembara river cruise 

Cruising across the Sulaman Bay at 
sunset is magical, and even more so 
when it is done on the traditional 
catamaran. The cruise takes around 
one hour and a half, giving visitors 
ample time to soak in the brilliant 
beauty across the wetlands. As the 
sky gets darker, be prepared to be 
dazzled by the twinkling lights from a 
colony of fireflies on the tree branches. 
Sometimes, they even come to the 
boat! 


Contact: Attps://www.facebook.com/ 
tembararivercruise 
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Have a well-rounded respite at 
Shangri-La Rasa Ria, Kota Kinabalu 
Laze away in this luxe sanctuary 
tucked within the serenity of Dalit 
Bay, touted as one of Sabah’s finest 
resorts. Shangri-La Rasa Ria, Kota 
Kinabalu (Attps:/Avww.shangri-la.com/ 
kotakinabalu/rasariaresort/) is a fusion 
of understated elegance and nature, 
boasting well-equipped rooms and 
fabulous range of facilities including 
fitness centre, restaurants, award- 
winning spa, 18-hole championship 
golf course, outdoor swimming pool, 
and the most perfect sundowner spot 
along its two miles of talcum-white 
sandy beach. ‘The resort also invites 
guests to explore its 64-acre Rasa 

Ria Reserve teeming with numerous 
plants and animals that are endemic to 
Borneo. 


GayaTravel 


KOTA BELUD 


Though Kota Belud might still be 
relatively under some travellers’ radar, 
this is one place that you should never 
miss! Covering the serene seaside, then 
passing the expansive paddy fields, up 
into Mount Kinabalu National Park, 
this district has plenty to offer. It is also 
the jump-off point to visit the gorgeous 
Mantanani Islands. The district’s 
tranquil atmosphere transforms during 
the annual Tamu Besar Festival, a 
cultural event featuring the biggest 
open-air market in Sabah, a colourful 
parade of Bajau horsemen, buffalo races 
and a beauty pageant. 


Cycling with the majestic view of 
Mount Kinabalu 

Swap the city streets for small 
thoroughfares and glorious scenery of 
the majestic Mount Kinabalu with a 
leisure bike tour by Karanahan View 
(bttps.//karanahan-view-kota-belud. 
business.site) at Kampung Tempasuk. 
You will pass through quaint villages 
and swathes of paddy field; the area is 
so serene and calming that you can't 
help but feel more relaxed throughout 
the ride. We recommend that you start 
the journey early in the morning to 
avoid the mid-day heat; besides, it is 

a good time for travellers to catch a 
glimpse of the countryside as the locals 
go an about their days. 


Apart from cycling tour, Karanahan 
View provides a variety of other 
facilities and services for its visitors, 
including a paddle boat activity, a mini 
water playground for children, and 
homely chalets. 


Bicycle Rental Rates: Start from 
MYR15 (for 1 hour) per person 


In this spread, clockwise from top, left: 
Tembara River Cruise; Cycling at Kampung 
Tempasuk with the operator Karanahan 
View rewards visitors with the stunning 
view of Mount Kinabalu and tranquil 
surroundings; Treading the suspension 
bridge at the lush Rasa Ria Reserve, which 
is adjacent to Shangri-la Rasa Ria, Kota 
Kinabalu. 
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TENOM 


Tenom is a landlocked district with 
rocky topography that is part of Sabah’s 
largest biosphere reserve, the Crocker 
Range National Park. It takes about a 
three-hour’s drive to reach the town 
from Kota Kinabalu. Aside from lush 
greenery, Tenom is the heartland of 
Murut community. Every year, the town 
hosts the annual state-level Kalimaran 
Festival, a celebration that honours 
Murut’s rich culture. 


Get introduced to Murut culture at 
Marais Centre 

Love to learn more about the Murut 
way of life? Then head to Marais Centre 
in Kampung Marais Lama, which is a 
community-based project developed by 
Marais Centre Cooperative to give the 
public a genuine insight into Murut 
culture and traditions. There’s nothing 
gimmicky about the experience as 
everything is carried out by the people. 
Expect plenty of engaging activities, 
including weaving demonstration, 
cooking lesson, traditional dances, 

and rubber-tapping. Those who love 
craft-making should try their hands 

on weaving. Visitors can stay overnight 
since lodgings are available. 


Rates: Start from MYR250 per person 
(the rate includes lodging, meals and 
activities). Contact: James Ranggi at 
+6 016 834 9781 


Top: Immersing in local Murut culture and customs at the Marais Centre. 


Bottom: Relaxing while imbibing the famous Yit Foh Tenom Coffee. 
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Learn the local coffee cultivation at 
Yit Foh Tenom Coffee Park 

Tenom drives on coffee, and even 
dubbed as Sabah’s coffee capital by 
many. One of the largest commercial 
coffee producers here is Yit Foh Coffee 
Factory (yitfohcoffee.com) that has been 
around since 1960. Interestingly, the 
factory maintains its traditional way 

of roasting the beans using charcoal 

up until today, resulting in coffee that 
possesses a strong aroma and distinctive 
taste. But don’t just take our words 

for it! Why not try it yourself? Not 
forgetting, the factory also has a retail 
shop selling ready-packed grounded 
coffee sold at cheaper prices than the 
market. 


RANAU 


Located in the west coast of Sabah, 
around three hours’ drive from Kota 
Kinabalu, Ranau is a small town known 
for its hilly geographical landscapes 
and cool climate. It considerably has a 
smaller population of less than 100,000 
people, who mainly are of Dusun 
ethnicity. The main economy of this 
area is agriculture, but that doesn't 
mean the place doesn't hold enough 
attractions to keep travellers in awe. 
Just remember to dress warmly! 


Ride a bicycle mid-air 

Yes, you read it right. Long are the 
days when cycling can only be enjoyed 
on the ground. Of late, sky biking is 
becoming a popular activity around 
the world, including Malaysia. And 
in Sabah, you can find it in Ranau, 
which is the first place to deliver such 
experience in the whole Borneo. The 
activity involves strapping the rider 
onto a bike as he or she pedals across 
a 100-metre zipline in each direction, 
affording them stunning views of the 
surrounding mountain range. 


Rate: MYR90 per person. 
Operational hours: Every day, 9:00 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Contact: A¢tps://www. 
facebook.com/MontKSkybike 


Clockwise from the top: Get the best view of Ranau valley by paragliding (Photo by Jessica 


Gale on Unsplash); Rent a traditional costume and pose in it for picture-taking at Sabah Tea 
Garden; One of the must-try tea-infused delights at Sabah Tea Garden; Conquer your fear of 
height by cycling in the air at Mount K Skybike. 


GayaTravel 


Conquer your fear and go ona 
paragliding 

Thrill seekers can also get a dose of 
adventure in Ranau by soaring through 
the air hundreds of metres above the 
ground while being suspended by 
nothing but a colourful wing and a 
harness in tandem with an expert pilot. 
The experience can be scary for some 
at first, but trust us, it will be absolutely 
rewarding! Besides, it is the best way to 
admire the beauty of this hilly district 
in all its glory. As a safety measure, 

you aren't allowed to hold your phone 
throughout the flight. Instead, you are 
given a GoPro on a selfie stick to record 
your paragliding experience. 


Flight duration: A flight takes between 
six to eight minutes depending on 
weather conditions. 

Rate: MYR180 per person. 
Requirement: Participants must be at 
least 13 years old. However, those with 
medical condition like epilepsy or high 
blood pressure are not recommended to 
participate in this activity. 

Contact: Aitps://www.facebook.com/ 
ranauparagliding/ 


Slow down and sip tea at Sabah Tea 
Gardens 

If you are an avid tea drinker, chances 

are you would be familiar with the Sabah 
Tea (www.sabahtea.com.my) brand, which 
originates in Ranau. Sabah Tea has a 
plantation spanning 2,480 hectares and 

is one of the world’s few tea farms that is 
completely free of pesticides. It is open 
for visitors to explore and learn about 
tea-harvesting and tea-making processes. 
Take the tea appreciation journey up a 
notch at the Tea House where you will 
be spoiled with a spread of tea-infused 
delectables. There are cosy lodgings on 
site too, ranging from a classic longhouse, 
a campsite to cottage-style units. 


Gaya Travel Magazine extends our 
heartfelt gratitude to Sabah Tourism 
Board, Malaysia Airlines and Pertubuhan 
Media Negeri Selangor for organising the 
familiarisation trip themed ‘Sabah, Onsoi’ 
and for the kind travel arrangements that 
have made the whole journey possible and 
smooth. 


Destinations 


Sandakan & Kinabatangan: 
Of Heritages and Borneo’s Best Offerings 


Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 
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Sandakan is known to be the gateway to many natural attractions 
on the east coast of Sabah. Within this town itself, there are already 
three main sites that appeal to nature lovers from within and outside 
Malaysia. But Sandakan is rich in historic sites too that travellers are 
recommended to spend at least a day just to explore and learn about 


Sandakan’s past. 


Kinabatangan, on the other hand, is a two-hour’s drive by car from 
Sandakan town and is best known for its outstanding natural wonders. 
Mostly inhabited by the Orang Sungai tribe, the Kinabatangan River 

maintains its reputation as one of the world’s richest ecosystems, 


besides being Malaysia’s second longest river. 


Read on to find out what you can experience when your experience 


Sandakan and Kinabatangan River... 
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The writer taking in the lush surroundings from The Rainforest Skywalk at Rainforest Discovery Centre. 
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SANDAKAN 


English Tea House 
http://englishteahouse.org 

‘This place graciously sits atop a small 
hill, close to the nostalgic Agnes 
Keith’s House that overlooks the Sulu 
Sea off the Sandakan Bay. Serving 
traditional English and Asian fare, 
this establishment has an English- 
styled garden and a colonial-inspired 
structure that contains antiques 

and vintage collections. My travel 
companions and I were feted to a 
lunch set comprising agreeable dishes 
such as cream of wild mushroom soup, 
English fish and chips, tender English 


scones and warm cup of tea. 


Sandakan Heritage Trail 

Do you know that Sabah’s sobriquet, 
Land Below the Wind, is coined from 
the novel of the same name written 
by Agnes Keith? This is one of the 
facts that travellers will discover as 
they follow the Sandakan Heritage 
Trail, which starts from Agnes Keith’s 
House where travellers can admire the 
architecture of this time-honoured 
building and Keith’s inspiring journey 
in Sabah. From here, go downhill and 
visit other landmarks like the Staircase 
with One Hundred Steps, Masjid 
Jamek Sheik Hasabollah At-Tohiri, 
William Pryer Monument, Sandakan 
Heritage Museum, Malaysia Fountain, 
Sam Sing Kung Chinese Temple, St 
Michael’s and All Angels Church and 
Kun Yam Temple. 


Sandakan Memorial Park 

About 11 kilometres outside of town, 
there is a memorial park built above 
the original grounds of the World 
War II's prisoners of war (POW) 
camp. Approximately 2,400 Australian 
and British POW died in the hands 
of the Japanese captors in this camp 
during the notorious and tragic ‘Death 
Marches’ event in 1945. Only six 
miraculously survived. This park shows 
a collaboration between the Sabah 
State Government and the Australian 


Government in commemorating them. 


On the way to the Commemorative 


Pavilion inside the park, travellers 
can notice some eroding remains of 
the camp that include the excavator, 
generator, and boiler, all situated 
within an ironically beautifully 
landscaped park. 


Empire Seafood Sandakan 

This two-level restaurant is one of 
the famous seafood restaurants that 
travellers can visit in Sandakan. They 
are best known for their signature 
prawn noodles served in a tray that 
can be shared among eight people. 
Other dishes worth trying are 
steamed hybrid grouper, deep fried 
calamari, BBQ crab, roasted chicken 
thigh, and garlic Sabah veggie. 
Finish the hearty meal with a cup of 
refreshing coconut pudding. 


Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC) 
https://rainforest-discovery-centre. 
business.site 

This is one of the prime locations 

in Sandakan that comes highly 
recommended for nature lovers 

to learn about the uniqueness and 
importance of Borneo’s rainforests 
while doing activities such as 
birdwatching, spotting animals, 
visiting gardens, jungle trekking, and 
even ziplining. But the main activity 
that is synonymous with RDC is 
walking along the newly-completed, 
620-metre steel canopy walkway 
called The Rainforest Skywalk where 
travellers can traverse along the 
oxygen-rich forest, 28 metres above 
ground. It currently holds the title as 
Sabah’s longest skywalk. 


Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation 
Centre 

If you're a first-timer in Sandakan, 
then this must definitely be ticked 
off from the list. Only half an hour’s 
drive from Sandakan city, this centre 
serves as a natural classroom as 

well as a treatment sanctuary for 
orangutans, a species of primate that 


is indigenous to Borneo and Sumatra. 


To make your trip here more 
meaningful, travellers are advised to 
come at 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., 
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which are the orangutan’s feeding 
time, to see this gentle creatures up 
close. The sanctuary does not allow 
visitors to carry bags, food, drinks, 
and insect repellents; fret not, for 
lockers are provided at the entrance. 


Borneo Sun Bear Conservation 
Centre 

www.bshec.org.my 

‘The centre pays tribute to the least 
known and smallest bear in the 
world: the sun bear. Deforestation, 
illegal hunting and poaching are the 
common factors of why these bears 
are severely under threat. This centre 
provides everything that travellers, 
especially animal lovers, need to 
know to understand these adorable 
sun bears better and why they should 
be protected and conserved. The 
centre has well-equipped facilities 
such as boardwalks, observation 
platforms, information boards, and 
visitor centre. 


Kenalanmu Steamboat 

This restaurant is huge. At the 
entrance, travellers can choose live 
seafood like fish, crab, and lobster 
from the tanks before they are cooked 
depending on the chosen style of 
cooking and served fresh on the 
table. Among the popular options are 
steamed grouper fish, sea snails, white 
clams alia, prawn with fengsha, 
salted egg calamari, roasted crispy 
chicken, mixed mushroom with 
broccoli and cauliflower. 


Sandakan Central Market 

Before heading home, travellers are 
recommended to visit this market to 
shop for souvenirs, which is usually 
crowded with locals buying and 
bargaining for cheaper prices, so you 
can try your luck too. The sellers here 
are welcoming and friendly. If you 
had the time, do check out the back 
of the market where travellers can see 
fishing boats docking near the market 
and fishermen coming back from the 
sea bringing fresh and raw marine 
products. 
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Clockwise from top, left: Agnes Keith’s House is one of the stops along the Sandakan Heritage Trail; One of the orangutans spotted at Sepilok 


Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre; Travellers can see sun bears up-close at the Borneo Sun Bear Conservation Centre; Sandakan Central 


Market is where travellers can buy local delicacies and souvenirs. 
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Previous page: A group of Orang Sungai girls performing a traditional dance at Miso Walai Homestay 


This page, from top left to right: A crocodile spotted during River Cruise Safari; Proboscis monkeys are abundant along the Kinabatangan 


River; The delicious ikan tapak masak ampap. 


KINABATANGAN 


Bilit Adventure Lodge 
www.stwadventure.com 

Around two and a half hours from 
Sandakan, Bilit Adventure Lodge 

is ideal for travellers who want to 
experience Kinabatangan River since 
it is located along the river itself. 

The lodge has 24 rooms that can 

be categorised into standard air- 
conditioned rooms and standard fan 
rooms. The rooms are spacious and 
clean. Many activities can be done here 
including river cruise safari and night 
walk. When staying here, travellers 
might encounter native animals 
including elephants and rare, unique 
insects. Remember to savour the 
lodge’s special dishes like steamed ikan 
ubi (marble goby) or sweet sour large- 
headed prawn that are all caught fresh 
from Kinabatangan River. 


River Cruise Safari 

Kinabatangan River and its 
surrounding wetlands are some of 

the richest ecosystems on the planet. 
Therefore, travellers should not miss 
joining the cruise during morning 

or late evening along Kinabatangan 
River as it is the best way to take in 
what the longest river in Sabah has to 
offer. Get your binoculars and cameras 


ready as there are abundant of animals 
to be spotted in their natural habitats 
including crocodiles, macaques, 

silver leaf monkeys, hornbills, otters, 
including the endemic species like the 
iconic proboscis monkeys, maroon 
langur, and pygmy elephants. 


Miso Walai Homestay 
www.kopelkinabatangan.com 

Located in the lower Kinabatangan 
River valley in Batu Puteh Village, the 
homestay is formed under the Batu 
Puteh Community Eco-Tourism Co- 
Operative (KOPEL Berhad). It made 
the country proud because it recently 
won the Best Tourism Village Award 
from The United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in 
2021. Staying with the local Orang 
Sungai gives a deeper insight and 
better understanding of how life is like 
along the Kinabatangan River and its 
surroundings. 


There are a lot of activities that 
travellers can partake in learning 
Orang Sungai’s eye-opening culture 

in the form of dancing, music, and 
food. At the community’s Tungog 
Rainforest Eco Camp (TREC) that 
stands next to the breathtaking Tungog 
Lake, I was in awe when learning and 
savouring ikan tapah masak ampap 
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and nangka masak lemak, both Orang 

Sungai traditional dishes. If time is 

not a concern, then spend an hour 

or two deeper into the jungle for 

guided trekking where travellers might 
encounter animals, or at least, their . 
traces and footprints. = 
I took the opportunity to join one of 
their forest conservation programmes, 
the tree planting activity, which has 
been carried out since 1999. Located 
within the Sungai Pin Conservation 
Area, we planted two types of trees 
called sa/ungapit (mallotus muticus) 
and dongkol (nauclea orientalis) at the 
sixth planting site. 


Since the journey back and forth 
takes travellers traversing along the 
Kinabatangan River by speed boat, 
travellers can take time to enjoy the 
river as well. You might just spot 
wildlife along the way, even large 
crocodiles! 


Extraordinary adventures await in 
Sandakan, so why don’t you make plans 
to travel there now? 


Gaya Travel Magazine expresses our 
heartfelt gratitude to Tourism Malaysia 
Sabah for successfully organising the trip 
to Sandakan and Kinabatangan. 


sea avnwusies es vavecawats rau sasarevepésuedas dere sweacTs onereaneseaay TERI INTestetToReC DENN Destinations 


Hidden Gems in 
Lahad Datu 


Text & Images by HADY ARMEEN 
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When talking about Lahad Datu, Malaysians tend to associate the destination 
with the incursion that happened back in 2013 by militants from Southern 
Philippines, leaving the entire nation shocked. However, Lahad Datu has now 
recovered and moved on from the incident and remains as Sabah’s fourth largest 
city with fascinating history that not many people know about. Lahad Datu is also 
rich in flora and fauna, ideal for tourists seeking nature. 


Come follow me on my travels and see for yourself the gems of Lahad Datu! 
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The arresting view that can be enjoyed from the top of the Tower of Heaven. 
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Clockwise from above: Kayaking at Irunji Agrotourism; The Long Coffin found inside the Samang Buat Cave; The writer trying his hand at 


designing batik using the hammering technique. 


Gua Tapadung 

The Tapadung Cave Cluster is the natural habitat for the 
white Walit bird. It is protected by the members of the 
Idahan tribe who discovered the Tapadung Cave Cluster, 
which is scattered along the banks of the Segama River. 
‘There are approximately 39 caves within the Tepadung Cave 
cluster and among them are Samang Buat Cave (Long 
Coffin Cave) and Pusu Ronggos Cave. It was said that once 
upon a time, there were two young men who fought over a 
girl to the death. When their bodies were found, the Idahan 
community at that time decided to place their bodies in the 
same coffin in a longitudinal arrangement, feet meeting feet 
rather than side by side, hence the name Long Coffin. 


Gudang Tembakau 

Who would have thought that the vestiges of a former 
tobacco warehouse how now turned into a memorial site in 
Segama, Lahad Datu? I had the opportunity to explore this 
old warehouse for tobacco production in Segama to learn 
about the history about this place. Initially, this warehouse 
was built by a German company in 1888 and the site 
employed many locals; however, by 1962, it had to be closed 
due to the crushingly high export costs of tobacco at that 
time. Another reason for its closure was that the countries 
in South America and the United States of America have 
begun their own tobacco cultivation, consequently causing 
the demand for tobacco from Lahad Datu to decrease. 
According to history, Segama Tobacco Warehouse produced 
the best tobacco in the world and the 1950s was its heyday 
because the demand for tobacco was remarkably high. 


Segama ATV Park 

For lovers of extreme activities, you must swing by Segama 
ATV Park located in Segama village, Lahad Datu. The 

trail used for riding the all-terrain vehicle (ATV) is a tad 
challenging since it is within the palm plantation area, yet 
no less exciting at the same time, especially on a rainy day, 
which can be tough because the track is slippery, thus giving 
you an adrenaline rush. Before proceeding on the actual trail, 
you will first learn how to get used to the ATV by riding 
along a dedicated circuit. I did a few laps on the circuit to 
become comfortable riding the ATV. The price for riding 

an automatic transmission ATV is MYR70 and a manual 
transmission ATV is MYR60 on weekends and public 
holidays, while on weekdays, the prices are MYR50 for 
automatic and MYR40 for manual. Contact Segama ATV 
park at +6 019 843 4577 for more info and booking. 


Blue Ring Reef 

For travellers who prefer water-based activities lie diving 
and snorkelling, you should stop at one of Lahad Datu’s 
amazing attractions: the Blue Ring Reef, which was initially 
called the ‘Blue Lagoon before it became commercialised. 
Getting to the Blue Ring Reef takes about 20 minutes from 
Payang Jetty. You can find various types of corals and marine 
life when snorkelling at the Blue Ring Reef. Be careful not 


to step on corals and sea urchins. In addition, I also had the 
opportunity to visit Pulau Baik, not far from the Blue Ring 
Reef, to snorkel to see the shipwreck that is given the name 
‘Japanese Timber Wreck’, said to have sunk over 30 years 
ago due to overload. You can go to the Blue Ring Reef by 
contacting Dominic Monteroso of Darvel Bay Diving at 
+6 012 818 9281. 


Tower of Heaven 

This Tower of Heaven, which has opened since 2012, can 

be found in the Sapagaya forest reserve in Gunung Silam, 
Lahad Datu. The height of this tower reaches approximately 
30 metres and offers a 360-degree view of the impressive 
ancient mountain called Mount Silam. If you reach the top 
of the tower, you are bound to be enchanted by the beauty of 
Lahad Datu. I myself witnessed the verdant forest that covers 
Mount Silam. In addition, I was also presented with the view 
of the azure sea because this tower faces Darvel Bay. Seeing 
the view from the top of this tower offers serenity and fresh 
cool air. Interestingly, the icon of Mount Silam is the red 
crab. Legend has it that the red crab is only found in Mount 
Silam and according to the local belief, the red crab is the 
area’s ‘guardian’. If you were to reach this heavenly tower, 

you might catch a glimpse of the red crab if you are lucky. 


Irunji Agrotourism 

Derived from the owner’s own name, Irunji Bin Haji Parija, 
this agrotourism initiative is now a success. When he first 
started Irunji Agrotourism, Mr Irunji only farmed fish in 
cages before turning his venture an agrotourism site in 2019 
under the advice of the Sabah Tourism Board. Among the 
activities are fishing, feeding fish, kayaking and swimming 
with the fishes. For me, the activities offered are interesting 
because I never dipped in water fully surrounded by fishes, 
which are considerably large but tame. You can contact Irunji 
Agrotourism at +6 013 896 3808 for more info and booking. 
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Batik Ecoprint 

Do you know that Lahad Datu has a place to produce batik 
art called Alnisya Collection? This is the place where you can 
learn about batik production using natural materials. I had 
the opportunity to make my own batik design by employing 
the hammering technique. First, real leaves that are used as 
the design motifs are soaked then dried using tissue. Those 
leaves are then placed on the fabric to dry. Afterwards, the 
leaves are hammered using a rubber mallet to transfer the 
patterns from to the fabric, which I find simply eye-opening, 
especially when applying this approach into batik production. 
Among the leaves used are Pokok Jati (Teak) and Telang 
(Blue Pea). Contact Alnisya Collection at +6 014 300 6970 
or +6 013 333 4310 for more info and booking. 


Gaya Travel Magazine expresses our heartfelt gratitude to 
Tourism Malaysia Sabah Office for making the writer’ trip to 
Lahad Datu smooth-sailing and enriching. 
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So Surreal, Yet So Real 


Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


The previous spread: The panoramic view of the Chapel Bridge in 


Lucerne, one of the most popular tourist spots. 


In this spread, clockwise from top, left: The vineyards at Lavaux 

overlook Lake Geneva and the Swiss and French Alps; The view inl a 

from the windows of the room where the writer stayed at Villars 

Alpine Resort (Villars Palace); The base station for Grindelwald si a a ie 
First — Top of Adventure; Goldenpass Panoramic train with its a ae % O 
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extraordinarily large windows offers a spectacular journey. 


On my social media feed, Switzerland seems to be among 
the destinations that appear the most, probably because the 
algorithm acknowledges how interested I am towards this 
landlocked nation since it is on top of my bucket list. And 
it was such a surreal moment when one day, my Editorial 
Director assigned me to travel to Switzerland. At that 
moment, I knew that the time had come for me to finally 
step foot in this central European country, hence have 
checked it off from my bucket list. 


To get to there from Malaysia, you need to take a 14-hour 
flight to Zurich from Singapore using Swiss International 
Airlines. Though journey could be tiring, which is expected, 
it is nonetheless convenient. I even get to enjoy a special pre- 
booked and tasty Muslim meal onboard! 


It was early autumn when I last visited Switzerland. Despite 
the gloomy weather, Switzerland still appears majestic and 
dreamy, exactly like — or even better than — what is shown on 
my social media feed. 


If Covid-19 pandemic and restriction might be your 


concern, rest assured that there are no travel or entry 


restrictions for travellers to come into Switzerland. 


My first destination was Lavaux in the Canton of Vaud. 
This region is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
since 2007 due to its vast terraced vineyards overlooking the 
stunning view of Lake Geneva and the Swiss and French 
Alps. It is also understandably famous for its wines. There 
are 250 wines produced in the canton, all available at Lavaux 
Vinorama, one of the places recommended for oenophiles. 
After spending nearly a day in Lavaux, we went straight to 
our first accommodation, which was Villars Alpine Resort 
(Villars Palace), which is more than just a five-star hotel 
overlooking the Vaud Alps; it is a heritage site on its own 
with over 100-year old history. I can still remember vividly 
waking up to the awe-inspiring view of Dents du Midi 

and Mont Blanc, including the scenic neighbourhood right 
below... 
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INTERLAKEN REGION 


Switzerland is ultimately best discovered by taking the 
panoramic train. I experienced this on the way from 
Zweisimmen to Spiez by taking the GoldenPass Panoramic. 
The up-to-the-minute, large-windowed train alone is just as 
mind-blowing as the dramatic views along the way, including 
Lake Geneva, vineyards, villages and castles. 


Swiss Travel Pass: Towns and cities in Switzerland are 
well-connected via public transport. I personally encour- 

age travellers to purchase the Swiss Travel Pass that I find 
convenient as it covers the entire train, bus, and boat network, 
including premium panoramic trains. Not forgetting, it also 
offers free admission to more than 500 museums! Learn more 
at myswitzerland.com/rail. 


Good to know: To make my journey in Switzerland 
smooth-sailing, I downloaded SBB Mobile App that allows 
me to plan and keep track of the public transport arrivals 
ahead of time. 


Upon arriving at Grindelwald, I was quick to fall in love with 
this quaint village which lies 1,034 metres above sea level. 
‘The view of the Eiger’s North Face is visible from almost 
every corner of the village, including my room’s balcony at 
the comfortable, family-run Hotel Eiger Selfness. I also had 
a great time exploring this lively neighbourhood that is a 
popular base for mountaineers to climb the Eiger. 


While in the area, I visited Grindelwald First —- Top of 
Adventure. To reach here, I took a ride on a cable car. It 
was mesmerising to witness the changing colours of the 
surroundings — from the warm wooded hues to all white, as 
the gondola climbed higher. 


There are a lot to experience at this attraction but due to time 
constraint, I only managed to experience the First Cliff Walk 
by Tissot, which is a 15-minute circular trail on a suspension 
bridge along the steep, sloping rock that ends at a lookout 
platform that juts 45 metres out into the void. From here, I 
enjoyed the jaw-dropping views of the Eiger alongside the 
alpine pastures, waters, and waterfalls. 


My journey on the next day started off at Grindelwald 
Terminal, the most modern terminal in the Alps that almost 
made me forgot that I was inside a cableway terminal, not 
an airport because the terminal is well-equipped with all 
travellers’ needs, including a sports retailer, lockers, car park, 
restaurants and a shopping centre purveying international 
brands and Swiss-made products. 


Top: First Cliff Walk by Tissot offers an amazing view of the Eiger 


Bottom: Triimmelbach Falls is uniquely located inside the mountain 
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‘The main highlight, however, must be the most modern 
tricable gondola in the world, the Eiger Express, which can 
take up to 26 persons up to the Eiger Glacier station in just 
15 minutes! And from here, I continued my journey to the 
highest railway station in Europe, the Jungfraujoch — Top of 
Europe that sits 3,454 metres above sea level. 


Jungfrau, which receives a UNESCO recognition, is best 
known for its ever-white ice and snow experience. That 
includes enjoying the view of the most powerful ice stream 
in the Alps, the Great Aletsch Glacier from The Sphinx 
Observation Terrace. The Alpine Sensation is where one 

can take a tour on a travelator, travelling back in time to the 
pioneering era of the Jungfrau Railway. I also visited the Ice 
Palace, a man-made glacier tunnel creatively decorated with 
sculptures carved from crystal-clear ice, including the Glacier 
Plateau, another viewing platform for the Aletsch Glacier all 
the way into Germany and France on the horizon. 


Lauterbrunnen was the destination I visited the day after. 
Many people associate this otherworldly village situated 
between valleys with the Elven village in the Lord of the 
Rings film called Rivendell. It was said that JRR Tolkien, 
the creator of the best-selling fiction novel took inspiration 
in creating Rivendell based on Lauterbrunnen, which is also 
known as “The Valley of 72 Waterfalls’, the most famous 


among them is the Staubbach Falls. Another famous 
waterfall that I stopped by was Triimmelbach Falls, the only 
glacier-waterfall in Europe that is uniquely located inside 
the mountain and still accessible. You can see 20 thousand 
litres of water gushing down per second from the height of 
around 200 metres! 


Then, I took a gondola from Stechelberg, ready to take on 
the peak of Schilthorn. But before that, we stopped by at 
the mid-station Birg. Besides admiring that million-dollar 
view of Eiger, Monch and Jungfrau all in one spectacular 
frame, I experienced the riveting Thrill Walk, walking over a 
200-metre steel platform attached to the vertical rock face. 
If that is not thrilling enough, wait until you step onto the 
glass-bottomed or cattle grid walkway, balance yourself on 
the tightrope, and crawl through a metal cage tunnel! 


At Schilthorn Piz Gloria (2,970 metres), I feted over 
another breathtaking view of the Eiger, Ménch and 
Jungfrau, alongside 200 more craggy mountain peaks. This 
place is incredibly famous as the main filming location of 
the iconic James Bond’s movie entitled On Her Majesty’ 
Secret Service in 1968 and 1969. There is even a permanent 
exhibition, Spy World, as a tribute to the movie. Taking the 
experience one notch above, I savoured the wholesomely 
fulfilling James Bond Brunch at the 360° revolving 


restaurant. 


On the way down, I strolled around Miirren (1,638 metres), 
an Alpine village regarded as the cradle of Alpine skiing 
during winter. This car-free village is filled with wooden 
chalets, making it a perfect stopover for travellers who want 
to enjoy an idyllic environment. 


When being in Interlaken, visiting Harder Kulm, which sits 
at an elevation of 1,322 metres, is a must. On a clear day, 
this peak is one of the best spots to take in the aerial views 
of Interlaken, the peaks of Eiger, Ménch and Jungfrau, as 
well as Lake Thun and Lake Brienz. Unfortunately, it was 
cloudy during my visit, and I only got to catch a glimpse of 
the scenery. But the dinner at the picturesque Harder Kulm 


Panorama Restaurant was indeed memorable! 


The name Interlaken means ‘between the lakes’ and it is 
geographically correct as the city is located between two 
lakes: Lake Thun, and Lake Brienz. To indulge in this 
picture-postcard city, I rode on the Lake Brienz boat cruise 
from Interlaken Ost to Brienz. The experience was beyond 
words. I had a wonderful time taking in the gentle breeze 
while adoring the shimmering turquoise waters of the 
lake, pastoral stretches of the shorelines with the mighty 
mountains as backdrop, the graceful Giessbach Falls, and 
the charming little village of Iseltwald where Captain 

Ri played the piano on a landing stage in the K-drama 
Crash Landing On You. Oh, even photos could not do the 
phenomenal view justice! 
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Stunning view that can be observed along the trails at Rigi 


LAKE LUCERNE REGION 


On the sixth day, after spending overnight at Weggis (“the 
most charming place on Earth”, according to the great 
American author, Mark Twain), I went up to Rigi, the 
Queen of Mountains, situated 1,800 metres above sea level 
and considered a paradise for hikers with its 120 kilometres 
of great trails surrounded by unrivalled natural landscapes 
waiting to be explored. Do not worry if hiking were not 
your cup of tea because Rigi welcomes travellers of all 
fitness levels. Even for myself, I spent time walking leisurely, 
which turned out to one of my most unforgettable hiking 
experiences. Apart from the views along the way, Rigi on 
its own is naturally grand and splendid. I had my lunch at 
Krauterhotel Edelweiss, best known for sustainable dishes 
using 400 species of own-grown herbs from the garden. 


I was a bit shocked when I arrived at Lucerne. Compared 

to the previous regions I visited earlier, Lucerne is energetic 
and touristy, which is understandable given the interesting 
attributes it possesses. Many attractions, especially the 
historic buildings and landmarks, are also close to each 
other, making it doable to just walk rather than taking public 
transport. Among the must-visit attractions are the Chapel 
Bridge and the Lion Monument. For something more 
modern, visit the contemporary KKL (Lucerne Culture & 
Convention Centre) and the Swiss Museum of Transport, the 
most visited museum in Switzerland. 


The Biirgenstock Hotels & Resort is an absolute legend. It 
was here where I spent my last night in Switzerland as a 
fitting culmination to my journey in this wonderful country. 
This favourite bolthole is exceptionally famous among the 
glitterati, particularly Audrey Hepburn, not just because it 
was her favourite Alpine hideaway, but also the property 
that hosted her wedding. The entire property is all about 
luxury, from the moment you board the state-of-the-art 

boat from Lucerne, arrive at the lobby by specially-made 
funicular, to the room characterised by timeless furniture and 
branded amenities, including facilities like wellness centre 

or the heated infinity pool overlooking Lake Lucerne, plus 
the exquisite gastronomy — everything. There are various 
activities that can be done around the resort, but one I would 
recommend is to hike around 30 minutes to Europe’s highest 
outdoor lift, The Hammetschwand Lift. 


Gaya Travel Magazine extends our heartfelt gratitude to 
Switzerland Tourism for organizing this trip and making the 
writer's dream to Switzerland a reality. Visit https://www. 
myswitzerland.com and let's start packing now! 
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Festival 2022: 
A Tribute to the Past 
and the Future 


Text & Images by 
MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


A long-time favourite among festival-goers, the 
legendary Rainforest World Music Festival (RWMF) 
came back stronger than ever for its 25th edition in 
2022, which was held at Sarawak Cultural Village 
from 17 until 19 June 2022. 


Over 50 local and international acts participated in 
the festival, who performed not only physically, but 
also virtually. For the first time ever since RWMEF’s 
inception, the organisers of RWMF introduced the 
hybrid format by streaming the concerts live via rwmf. 
net so that world music lovers who could not make 

it to the venue can join in the revelry from wherever 
they were located. 


Among the performers during RWMF 2022 were 
household names who bring to light Sarawak’s vibrant 
music to the world stage such as Alena Murang, Jerry 
Kamit, At Adau, Matthew Ngau, Arthur Borman, 
Tradisional Orkestra Negeri Sarawak (TONES) by 
Majlis Seni Sarawak (Sarawak Arts Council), and 
Nikita Sarna. Several Malaysian artists who also 
performed were Fauziah Gambus and the Geng 


(Sabah), Bourbon Lassi (Kuala Lumpur), and Razali 
Kulintangan (Sabah). 


The main stage of RWMF 2022 were also graced 
by many international names, including BluGuru 
(Australia), Balawan Batuan Gamelan Fusion 
(Indonesia), Mei Han’s RC World (China/Canada), 
Dongyang Gozupa (South Korea) and Flame of the 
Forest (Singapore). 


Besides the concerts at night, the three days were also 
filled with various activities and seminars, including 
dance and music workshops during the day like Sape 
Gathering, Men’s Ngajat Dance, Yoga+Sape Music, 
Drum & Bass, Anak Borneo (Young Musicians), and 
Power of Women. 


In 2023, RWMF is expected to take place from 23 
until 25 June 2023, so mark your calendar and see 


you there! 


For more information, log on to Attps://rwmf.net/. 
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Clockwise from top, left: Tradisional Orkestra Negeri Sarawak (TONES) by Majlis 
Seni Sarawak entertaining the audience; Fauziah Gambus outstanding prowess in 
playing the then male-dominated instrument, gaméus, wowed the audience at RWMF 
2022; Alena Murang enchants the audience through her soothing sape music and 
well-thought-out Kelabit-inspired outfit; Jerry Kamit and Friends performing on 


the main stage on the first night of the festival; Yoon Eunhwa from the rock band 


Dongyang Gozupa playing the Yanggeum (Korean hammered dulcimer); BluGuru 


presenting their unique music at RWMF 2022; At Adau is one of the most-awaited 
performances at RWMF 2022; RWMF founder Randy Raine-Reusch giving speech 


during the closing of the festival. 
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Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Let’s be honest. In many instances, we tend to take things around us for granted. 
We enjoy seeking pleasure and spending time in an area far away from our own 
backyard and though there is nothing wrong with that, it feels rather inutile if 
travelling far from home made you oblivious of the hidden gems that exist close 
to home. 


Though I consider myself familiar with Melaka since I was born and raised there, 
I am surprised there are many things about Alor Gajah that I am not familiar at 
all, despite having studied in this district in my early years. 


Recently, our team headed to Alor Gajah and were pleasantly surprised with what 
this quaint district has to offer... 


» ANN VWANAAita Oihame s  ceet 


2.Freeport A’Famosa Outlet 
www.freeportafamosa.com 

This open-air mall on some 180,000 
feet squared land is indeed eye- 
catching because of the colourful, 
Dutch-inspired buildings. Within it, 
there are over 70 fashion, sport and 
accessories brands being retailed, on 
top of many Instagram-worthy spots 
including a lake, water fountains, 
carousel, and windmill. Facilities 
provided include a nursing room, 
customer service centre, special needs 
services, children’s trolleys, automated 
teller machine (ATM), cash deposit 


. machine (CDM), prayer room and free 

parking spaces, making it convenient 
1.Rumah Asam Pedas Melaka for patrons of all ages. and witness these predators up close 
Asam pedas is a dish synonymous with like never before! 
Melaka. Known for its sour and spicy Opening hours: 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 
flavour, this dish is a comfort food in p.m. (Daily) Other animals that travellers can 
Melaka since forever and can be found see include crocodile, elephant, 
easily almost everywhere in the state. 3. AFamosa Safari Wonderland and hippopotamus, snake, wild boar, deer, 
One of the restaurants that offers asam Water Theme Park peacock, orangutan, flamingo, rabbit 
pedas in its menu is Rumah Asam www.afamosa.com and more. The entrance fees are 
Pedas Melaka, which literally means Are you brave enough to feed the MYRS50 per adult and MYR40 per 
‘the house of asam pedas’. tiger? Because at A’Famosa Safari child. 

Wonderland, you can do this! But 
True to its name, this restaurant serves of course, it is carried out within a Lying just next to it is the Water 
many kinds of asam pedas such as asam safe space with the help of a certified Theme Park that features exciting rides 
pedas with snapper fish head and asam zookeeper. including Big Ice Cream, High Speed, 
pedas with mayong (a type of catfish) Wahaha, Telematch, Lazy River, Body 
eggs. Other than that, travellers can But if you preferred something Slides, Wave Pool, Arabian Village and 
also order dishes like udang sambal petai __ different that offers similar kind of more! The entrance fees are MYR45 
(prawns cooked in stink bean spicy thrill, maybe you can try the Safari per adult and MYR38 per child. 
condiment), daging masak lemak cili Adventure Ride, which takes you on a 
padi (beef cooked in coconut curry with —_ huge, net-covered truck to tiger, lion Tickets can be purchased online at 
bird’s eye chilli) and grilled stingray. and cheetah’s enclosures! Be amazed Attps.//www.afamosa.com/. 


*The price stated is not inclusive of activity 
Good to know: The people of 


fees such as feeding the animals. 
Melaka are mostly known to be 


Address: A’Famosa Resort, Jalan Kemus/ 
Simpang Ampat, 78000 Alor Gajah, 
Melaka 


excellent at handling spicy foods so 
do prepare to get that extra spicy 
sensation on your tongue! 


Opening hours (A’Famosa Safari 
Wonderland): 10.00am until 5.00pm 
(Daily except Tuesday) 

Opening hours (Water Theme Park): 
10.00am until 6.00pm (Daily except 
Tuesday) 


Address: Rumah Asam Pedas Melaka, 19, 
78000 Alor Gajah, Melaka 


Contact number: +6017 2771773 (Encik 
Bakri) or +6019 2310474 
(Puan Fazidah) 


Clockwise from top, left: Asam pedas telur mayong is one of the must-try dishes at Rumah Asam Pedas Melaka; Travellers can witness tigers up- 


close at AFamosa Safari Wonderland; Freeport A’7Famosa Outlet is unique due to its Dutch-styled architecture. 
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4. Al-Khawarizmi Astronomy 
Complex 
www.alkhawarizmimelaka.com.my 
This is the biggest astronomy complex 
in Malaysia, spanning 1.62 hectares. 
As a matter of fact, this is also one of 
the 29 venues for moon sighting in 
Malaysia, which is crucial for Muslims 
to determine the start and the end of 
the fasting month of Ramadan. 


Travellers can find interesting facts 
about astronomy and how it plays a 
significant role in Islam. It also explains 
how the position of the moon and 

the stars can be used for determining 
prayer times, the Qiblat (the direction 
towards Kaaba in Makkah), navigation 


and more. 


The complex is well-equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology to observe 
the universe, including an observatory 
deck that can be adjusted and opened, 
including a planetarium and training 
facilities. 


Good to know: The name ‘Al- 
Khawarizmi is the name of a 
famous Muslim scholar, who was an 
expert in the field of mathematics, 
astronomy and geography called 
Muhammad Ibn Musa al- 
Khawarizmi. 


Address: Kompleks Falak Al- 
Khawarizmi, Kampung Balik Batu, 
Tanjung Bidara, 78300 Alor Gajah, 
Melaka 


Opening hours: 9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
(Daily except Sunday. It can be opened 
during night upon request and early 
reservation too.) 


5. Restoran Ikan Bakar Terapung 
Fort Supai Kuala Linggi 

This restaurant is uniquely situated 
in the middle of the sea. To get here, 
travellers need to walk on a bridge 


This page: Al-Khawarizmi Astronomy Complex is where travellers can find interesting facts 


about astronomy. 


Next page, from the top: Zainudin Bachik explaining one of his own-made eris at Bengkel 
Keris Laman Variasi; The owner of Taman Lokan, Zainal Md Ali (right), showing the lokan 
freshly caught with content creator Shah Evanddy; A couple of hippopotamus at A’Famosa 


Safari Wonderland. 


for two minutes from the parking 
compound. It is one of the places where 
travellers can enjoy seafood with a 
stunning sunset view in Alor Gajah. 


Various kinds of fish, squid, prawn, 
mussel and even exotic marine life like 
razor clam and horseshoe crab can be 
eaten here. Travellers can choose how 
they want the seafood to be served, for 
example grilled, steamed, or with sweet 
and sour sauce. 


This place is usually crowded during 
weekends. 


Address: Restoran Ikan Bakar Terapung 
Fort Supai, Kota Bukit Supai, 78200 
Masjid Tanah Melaka 

Opening hours: 24 hours on Mondays / 
5:00 p.m. until 12.00am (from Tuesdays 
until Sundays) 
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6. Chalet Kampung Pinang Sebatang 
The name is derived from a fictional 
village of Kampung Pinang Sebatang 
in P. Ramlee’s film, Pendekar Bujang 
Lapok (1959). It is evident through 
the props and decorations incorporated 
around the chalet, including vintage 
Vespas, antique bicycles, old film 
posters and newspaper cuttings. 
Located just a few minutes’ walk from 
Pengkalan Balak Beach in Masjid 
Tanah, the chalet combines the 
traditional concept of a Malay house 
equipped with exclusive and modern 
conveniences such as the jacuzzi with 
a view of the beach, air-conditioned 
rooms and complimentary Wi-Fi. 


Address: Chalet Kampong Pinang 
Sebatang, Jalan Persiaran Pantai, Taman 
Perindustrian Pengkalan Balak, 78300 
Masjid Tanah, Melaka 


7. Paya Lebar River Cruise 

Do you know that Melaka has a 
mangrove forest? You can find it in 
Lubok China, Kampung Paya Lebar. 
From Jeti Pengkalan Nelayan Paya 
Lebar, travellers can ride on a boat 
traversing the river while observing the 
mangrove forest and its inhabitants, 
for instance monkeys, snakes and... 
crocodiles! 


According to Mohamad bin Jantan, 
one of the villagers who guided us, the 
river is rich with lobsters besides many 
kinds of freshwater fish. 


With a total distance of 18 kilometres, 
travellers will pass through three rivers 
namely Ramuan China River, Linggi 
River and Rembau River separating 
Melaka and Negeri Sembilan. 


During the cruise, travellers can visit 
two attractions: Sabak Arang and 
Taman Lokan. Travellers can learn 
the process of producing charcoal 
from locally sourced raw materials 
and support the community by buying 
the products like charcoals and wood 
vinegar that is good for farming and 
plantations. Taman Lokan, on the 
other hand, is where travellers can get 
down and muddy to catch another 
exotic food called /okan (flywheelerous 
mollusc), which is grilled and eaten 
fresh. 


To experience this river cruise, contact 
Alor Gajah Municipal Council at +6 
06 333 3333 (ext. 1217). 


Address: Jeti Pengkalan Nelayan, Paya 
Lebar, Masjid Tanah Melaka 


8. Kuih Bangkit Kelapa and Kuih 
Bakar 

Kuih bangkit kelapa is one of the 
traditional snacks that travellers can 
find in Melaka, usually popular during 
special occasions, including Eid. It 

is made of wheat flour, sugar, vanilla 
extract, egg yolk and margarine. 
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Travellers who plan to buy this snack 
in Kampung Paya Lebar may contact 
Rohati Salim at +6 017 444 1606. 


Kuth bakar, or also known as bahulu 
kemboja, is a sweet flower-shaped cake 
made of wheat flour, coconut milk, 
sugar and egg. This cake can last a week 
and is another favourite snack that 
travellers can find in Melaka, especially 
in Kampung Paya Lebar. Travellers 
who wish to try this delicacy can 
contact Sharifah Abu Bakar at 

+6 012 2722 556. 


9. Bengkel Keris Laman Variasi 
Melaka is often associated as the 
hometown of the country’s legendary 
warrior, Hang Tuah. Hence, it is only 
righteous that Melaka has some of the 
country’s best Aeris (a Malay traditional 


weapon) makers. 


Meet Zainudin Bachik, 57, one of 
the seven keris-makers in Melaka. 
With almost 20 years of experience 
in blacksmithing, he now owns a 
workshop named Laman Variasi in 
Ramuan China Kecil, Melaka. It was 
the deep passion and determination 
that brought him all the way to 
Kelantan at the age of 27 to learn about 
Reris-making from the eris masters 
themselves. 


Now, apart from producing £eris, he is 
also actively involved in fairs to share 
his passion and knowledge with the 
younger generation. To date, he has 
produced hundreds of keris, some of 
them now belonging to royalties. 


With his team at Laman Variasi, 

he not only produced £eris, but also 
woodcraft products, rebana (a type of 
Malay traditional percussion), knife 
and machete. 


Those who interested to learn more 
about keris or buy his products can 
contact him at +6 010 548 9619. 
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Clockwise from top, left: Penyu karah (hawksbill sea turtle); 
The delicious /empeng kelapa at D’Ambang Sore Batu 


Tenggek; The writer standing at the peak of Batu Putih Hill; 


Tanjung Tuan Lighthouse from afar. 
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10. Amanda’s Putri Garden 

This family business lies only next to 
the family’s house in Ramuan China 
Besar, Melaka. There are 80 types of 
grapes grown here, including ¢a/dun, 
akedemik and jupiter. 


According to one of the family 
members, Mohammad Dzarul Hafiz 
Dol Malek, 28, the story begins in 
2014 where his family started growing 
buah tin (fig trees) for commercial 
purposes. Their focus changes over 
the years until they plan to move 

to a new designated area focusing 
more on grapes on top of other fruits. 
Mini petting zoo and fruit-picking 
are some of the new activities that 
travellers can look forward to when 
they visit on February 2023 onwards. 


Address: Batu 22 1/2, Kampung 
Ramuan Cina Besar, Ramuan Cina 
Besar, 78300 Masjid Tanah Melaka 


11. Turtle Conservation and 
Information Centre Melaka 

Do you know that Melaka records 
the highest number of hawksbill 
sea turtle’s landings in Peninsular 
Malaysia? 


There are 13 checkpoints in Melaka 
that have been recognised to be the 
landing spots for these endangered 
turtles. Pantai Kemunting, where this 
place is built, is one of them. And this 
year alone has recorded more than 
900 turtle nests found around the 
shores of Melaka. 


This conservation area managed by 
the Department of Fisheries (DOF) 
Malaysia has been in operation since 
1990. It aims to protect, conserve and 
manage the turtles in Melaka to avoid 
them from extinction. It also serves as 
an educational centre to raise public 
awareness about the importance of 
protecting these gentle creatures and 
other marine life. 


Travellers are welcome to visit the 
centre at no charge. 


Good to know: Malaysia has four 
species of sea turtles namely penyu 
karah (hawksbill sea turtle), penyu 
belimbing (leatherback), penyu agar 
(green sea turtle) and penyu lipas 
(olive ridley sea turtle). 


Address: Turtle Conservation and 
Information Centre Melaka, Padang 
Kemunting, 78300 Masjid Tanah, 
Melaka 


Operation hours: 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. (Daily) 


12. D’Ambang Sore Batu Tenggek 
Popular with /empeng kelapa 
(traditional coconut pancake), this 
humble roadside restaurant is also 

a local favourite due to its location 
facing the Straits of Malacca. 
Especially during sunset, this place is 
recommended for both its food and 
the view. 


Apart from /empeng kelapa that is best 
eaten with savoury, delicious sambal (a 
type of Malay traditional chilli sauce), 
this restaurant serves other menus 
including grilled lamb and various 
noodles. 


Address: Dambang Sore Batu Tenggek - 
Lempeng, 78300 Masjid Tanah, Melaka 


Operation hours: 5:00 p.m. until 11:30 
p.m. (Daily except Monday) 


13. Tanjung Tuan Lighthouse 
During the Portuguese occupation in 
Melaka, Tanjung Tuan’s former name 
was Cape Rachado. Some say it was 
first built between 1528 and 1529 by 
the Japanese, while others mentioned 
that it was built by the British in 
1863. This lighthouse still stands as 
the oldest lighthouse in Malaysia, 
despite whomever built it. It survived 
wars, rebuilt, and changed ownership 
several times, firstly by the Portuguese, 
then Japanese, Dutch and British. 
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‘The lighthouse is located 118 metres 
above sea level and the tower is 24 
metres high. From here, travellers can 
witness the serene view of the Straits 
of Malacca. Right below, travellers can 
drop by a mini gallery to find antique 
lights, old records and informational 
boards about the lighthouse and its 
operations until present day. 


‘The lighthouse is now part of the 
protected 75.92-hectare Taman Eko- 
Rimba Tanjung Tuan. 


Good to know: Tanjung Tuan 

is often misunderstood as part 

of Port Dickson. Though it is 
nearby, Tanjung Tuan is an exclave 
belonging to Melaka and falls 
under the Alor Gajah Municipal 
Council’s jurisdiction despite being 
surrounded by Negeri Sembilan. 


14. Batu Putih Hill, Tanjung Tuan 
Batu Putih Hill is another attraction 
in Taman Eko-Rimba Tanjung 

Tuan. Many casual hikers come here 
especially during weekends. It stands at 
an elevation of 223 metres and requires 
a 30-minute hike from the lighthouse. 
‘The view from here is breathtaking! 


Taman Eko-Rimba Tanjung Tuan is 
also famous for birdwatchers. Every 
year, between September and March, 
nature lovers can witness thousands 
of migratory birds from the Southern 
Hemisphere stop by before continuing 
their journey to the Northern 
Hemisphere. 


Besides jungle trekking, hiking and 
birdwatching, other recreational 
activities that can be carried out are 
camping, picnicking and educational 
research. 


Address: Taman Eko-Rimba Tanjung 
Tuan, Jalan Pantai, 71050 Tanjung 
Tuan, Melaka 


Opening hours: 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
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5 Reasons on 
Why You Should 


Cruise with the 
Genting Dream 


Text by SHAHIDA SAKERI 
Images by SHAHIDA SAKERI AND RESORT WORLD CRUISES 


Cruise travel is all about enjoying a vacation, stress-free. You book an 


all-inclusive package, pack your bags, and off you go to an exciting 
location (possibly more) without having to think or plan anything 
from the trip’s start to finish. You could make the most of your days by 
enjoying all facilities and services on board. Or, you could curl up on 
the sunbed and do absolutely nothing. And for this reason, cruise travel 


strikes a chord with many travellers, including Malaysians. 


} 4 One of the leading cruise lines that offer fantastic experience is the 
Resort World Cruises, which returned in June 2022 with its luxurious 
| ship, the Genting Dream. The vessel can accommodate up to 3,352 


passengers at a time and boasts fantastic facilities on board. 


If you are not yet familiar with this award-winning cruise line, here are 
five reasons why the Genting Dream by Resort World Cruises makes a 


great choice to begin your seafaring journey. 


1. You will find the staterooms remarkably comfortable. 
Let’s get to the most important part first: the rooms. 
While the Genting Dream prides itself for its diverse 
onboard experiences, nothing beats the feeling of 
retreating to one’s own private sanctuary for a quiet 
self-recharge, especially after exploring attractions and 
spending time with the crowd. 


All of Genting Dream's rooms boast contemporary 
design together with the exceptionally plush beds and 
pillows that make leaving the room a true challenge. 
Guests get to choose from various accommodation types, 
including the Interior Staterooms, the Oceanview, and 
the Balcony Staterooms. Those who want to splurge can 
opt for the luxury suites, which are all part of the section 
called The Palace and come with extra perks like exclusive 
amenities and 24-hour European-style butler service. 
Where possible, do opt for those with private balcony 
because it makes the rooms feel airier, besides serving as 
a quiet spot for you to take in the soothing sounds of the 
waves and views of the ocean. 


2. You will never be hungry. 

Dining on board the Genting Dream proves a joyful 
affair on its own because the cruise line offers a myriad of 
outstanding food and beverage outlets spread out across 
the vessel. One that stands out is The Lido, which is the 
world’s first Halal-certified restaurant on a ship serving 
complimentary and steady flow of buffet-style dishes 
ranging from delicious Asian, western, vegetarian, and 
even Jain cuisines. Be sure to look out for the Indian 
delicacies as the flavours taste authentic and hit all the 
right notes, which explains the beelines near the counter. 
Meals served at The Lido, and two other all-day dining 
outlets (the Dream Dining and the snack bar), are 
included in the cruise package. 


There are also other restaurants on board dubbed as 
‘specialty’ that guests should consider such as Umi Uma, 
the Japanese flagship restaurant on Deck 8 featuring 
live cooking sessions by skilled and friendly chefs. 

But take note that these specialty restaurants are not 
complimentary and expect you to pay cover charge. 


3. You will not run out of things to do. 

Similar to a full-service hotel, the Genting Dream spoils 
its guests with plenty of facilities and services ideal for 

all ages. Most passengers ecstatically frequent the water 
park on board that comes with a pool, jacuzzi, and six 
waterslides. But, if you prefer to stay dry, there are also 
rope courses, rock-climbing wall, and mini golf course. At 
night, get ready to sing along to the musical performances 
at the Zodiac Theatre, before proceeding to Zouk Beach 


Club for a big-screen movie under the stars. 


But that’s not all. At an additional fee, guests can enjoy a 
relaxing wellness treatment at sea at the well-appointed 
Crystal Life Spa. The treatment menu is extensive, so there 
will be something for everybody. To help you plan your day, 
a daily programme is issued every evening and sent to your 
cabin, containing a full list of activities for guests’ pleasure. 


4. You will be amazed by the warm hospitality. 

Featuring 18 decks that span 335 metres, the Genting 
Dream is no doubt huge. Thus, getting around on the first 
day of arrival might be confusing for some, but rest assured 
that there will always be friendly crew around to greet 

and help orientate guests on board. We can't also help but 
notice that these well-trained crew members hail from 
various nationalities, resulting in an environment that feels 
international and inclusive at the same time. 


5. You will get to visit multiple destinations without the 
need to unpack many times. 

If packing and unpacking irritate you, then you'll be glad 
to know that cruise travel allows guests to wake up in a 
new place every day without the hassle of checking in and 
out of their rooms. The Genting Dream by Resort World 
Cruises, in this case, connects travellers to several popular 
destinations in South East Asia, including Selangor 
(Malaysia), Penang (Malaysia), Singapore, and Phuket 
(Thailand). 


We had the opportunity to join the 4-day, 3-night package 
to Penang and Singapore; below are some of our top 
recommendations to visit when you are in both ports of 
call: 

» The TOP Penang Theme Park, Penang 

Travellers will be spoilt for choice at this one-stop 
entertainment centre, with attractions ranging from 
arcades, indoor aquariums, interactive activity centre 
dedicated to dinosaurs, to glass walkway and rope courses 
249 metres above ground. 

» Armenian Street, Penang 

Get your camera ready because this street brims with 
quirky cafes and beautiful murals perfect for your 
Instagram feed. There is also a trishaw service on site that 
helps you to get around easily. 

» Gardens by the Bay, Singapore 

This iconic park is perfect for those who love to spend 
time among greenery in the tropics minus the heat. Three 
main highlights at this attraction include the cooled 
Cloud Forest Conservatory featuring a magnificent indoor 
waterfall; the Flower Dome that changes floral displays 
seasonally; and the soaring Supertree Grove that bedazzles 
the night sky during the light and music show. 
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In this spread, clockwise from top, left: Rock climbing facility; A performance by international act at Zodiac Theatre; Resort World Cruises’ 
Genting Dream ship; Main pool deck on Genting Dream; Balcony Deluxe Stateroom; Genting Dream’s Executive Chef Saifol with the 


halal certification conferred by the Department of Islamic Development Malaysia (JAKIM) for The Lido’s halal section; The Cloud Forest 
Conservatory at Gardens by the Bay. 
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Tourism Selangor Information Centre 

Located on the ground floor of Port Klang Cruise Terminal, 
this information centre facilitates visiting travellers with any 
information required to get around in Selangor with ease, 
including the recommended attractions to visit. The team 

at Tourism Selangor also works closely with Port Klang 
Cruise Terminal to provide free shuttle service to GM Klang 
Wholesale City, the biggest wholesale business complex in 
Malaysia, certified by The Malaysian Book of Records. 


What You Need to Know 

» To safeguard everyone on board, all crew and 

cruising guests must to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. 
» Guests are required to undergo a mandatory self-paid 
pre-cruise Antigen Rapid Test (ART) for COVID-19 at any 
certified medical practitioner one day before departure. 

» Doctors and an Infection Control Officer are available 
during every sail, while isolated wards are available in 
Medical Centre if required. 

» The Genting Dream practices a cashless approach on 
board. Guests only need to tap their stateroom card when 
enjoying extra services such as spa treatments, dance classes, 
and specialty restaurants. They will need to settle the final 
bill at the end of the cruise. 

» Singapore Dollar (SGD) is the main currency used on 
board. 

» Wi-Fi is available on the Genting Dream, however, it is 
chargeable. 


Ready to set sail on your dream cruise holiday? Book with 
Resort World Cruises here: rweruises.com/reservations. 
Packages start from SGD818 onwards per person, subject to 
terms and conditions. 


Gaya Travel Magazine would like to extend our sincerest 
gratitude to Tourism Selangor and Resorts World Cruises for the 
opportunity to experience the revamped Genting Dream service 
and making the entire journey smooth sailing. 
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Destinations 


Solo So Good 


Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Solo — also known as Surakarta — is located northeast of Yogyakarta. This city is still 


considered underrated among international travellers, but despite its smaller size compared 


to Yogyakarta, this city is rich in what curious travellers like me are looking for. Situated in 


Central Java, Solo is one of the best destinations for travellers to learn outstanding Javanese 


history, compelling traditions, unique gastronomy, breathtaking views and more. 


For the trip to Solo, my travelling companion and I took return flights from Kuala Lumpur 
to Jakarta, Indonesia. On the way to Solo, we boarded the Kereta Api Indonesia (KAI) train 


that took us from Gambir Station in Jakarta to Solo Balapan Station in Solo. The journey 


takes around eight hours one way. 


Good to know: Regarding the KAI trains, there are several options that travellers can choose such as KAI Bima 
and KAI Argo Dwipangga. The trains are comfortable and equipped with facilities like toilets, Muslim prayer room 


and café. Every passenger is provided with a blanket and face mask, which travellers are urged to wear throughout 


the ride. The train tickets can be purchased online via KAT’s official website (hitps://www.kai.id/) or travel apps 
such as Traveloka. 


Besides enjoying the views along the way (if you take morning or afternoon trains), travellers 


should really check out their cafe and what they can offer. Some of the options presented in 


the menu are remarkably tasty! 


FOR HISTORY AND CULTURAL 
AFFICIONADOS 


Pura Mangkunegaran 
https://puromangkunegaran.com 

Pura Mangkunegaran or 
Mangkunegaran Palace is where the 
royal family of Mangkunegaran resides. 
Mangkunegaran is a small duchy within 
Solo that was created after the Salatiga 
Convention in 1757, which determined 
that part of the Kasunanan realm must 
be granted to Raden Mas Said, who was 
also known as Mangkunegara I. 


Pura Mangkunegaran is still a royal 
residence, but travellers are welcomed to 
visit it. Apart from witnessing traditions 
that are still practiced to this day (if you 
are lucky), travellers can appreciate the 
strong Javanese and European influence 
through its time-honoured architecture 
and learn about the history in detail 
from a knowledgeable guide. Be 
mindful, though, as some areas cannot 
be photographed. 


National Press Monument 
https.//mpn.kominfo.go.id 

‘The role of the press was significant to 
Indonesia's intriguing modern history. 
And this monument documents 
everything about it by preserving 
thousands of printing materials 
including newspapers, magazines, 
journals and books from the Dutch 
colonial period until today. It also 
showcases the technology used for 
communications that has tremendously 
evolved over time. 


Gedung Djoeang 45 

This old building has been revived into 
one of the most Instagrammable spots 
in Solo. It even has trendy shops inside 
it such as Gelatoku (a gelato shop) and 
Kantine Straat Restaurant. History has 
it that this building was once a canteen 
for the colonial Dutch soldiers. Though 
it has been given a fresh, new look, 

the European influence on its long- 
established structure remain strongly 
visible. 


Candi Sukuh 
Around one hour and a half drive from 


Solo city, in Ngargoyoso, Karanganyar 
Regency, travellers can visit this sacred 
temple built in 1437 along the western 
slope of Mount Lawu at 910 metres 
above sea level. Birth and sex are the 
two recurrent themes that make this 
Javanese-Hindu temple distinctive 
and exotic compared to other temples. 
Among the notable erotic structures 
include the /ingam and yoni (a symbol 
of life creation represented in a form 
of paired erect phallus and an image 
of vulva) and a headless man grasping 
his own penis. Believe it or not, some 
people believe that one can check their 
virginity at this temple. 


But more than that, this temple is 
unique because of its main building’s 
pyramidal shape, said to resemble 

the Mayan civilisation architecture in 
Mexico. Nevertheless, Candi Sukuh 

is widely known as “The Last Temple’, 
referring to the fact that it is the last 
Hindu temple in Java built near the end 
of Majapahit Kingdom period. 


Candi Cetho 

Also perched on the slope of Mount 
Lawu, Candi Cetho is another Javanese- 
Hindu temple that is worth visiting. 
This temple carries the similar themes as 
Candi Sukuh, only that it sits higher, at 
an elevation of 1,495 metres above sea 
level. And yes, it does contain carvings 
resembling human reproductive organs 
as well. It is said to be built around the 
same time Candi Sukuh, somewhere in 


the 15th century. 


This temple might remind travellers of 
the temples in Bali. In fact, during my 
visit, there were several Balinese families 
who came here all the way to pray. 

And since it sits high on the mountain, 
travellers will definitely be in awe of the 
temple’s surrounding postcard-perfect 
vistas. 


A few minutes’ walk from Candi Cetho 
stands another sacred site amidst the 
forest called Puri Taman Saraswati, 
dedicated to a four-handed goddess 
known for her gentility, excellent beauty, 
and intelligence. She stands gracefully 
on a lotus flower accompanied by two 
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Tip: 

Travellers need to wrap a piece of 
black-and-white checkered cloth 
around their waist before entering 
the temples as a sign of respect 
towards the sacred sites. It can be 
rented near the entrance with a 


minimal fee. 


FOR ART ENTHUSIASTS 


Tumurun Museum 
www.tumurunmuseum.org 

Owned by a famous textile businessman, 
H.M. Lukminto, this private museum 
showcases some of the best artworks 

in the country, including some of the 
owner's private collections. Among 

the notable artists whose artworks are 
displayed here include Eddy Susanto, 
Entang Wiharso, Heri Dono, Isabel & 
Alfredo Aquilizan, and Wedhar Riyadi. 


The museum also holds seasonal 
exhibitions. During my visit, there was 
the ‘Why’ Exhibition, the first solo 
exhibition by Solo’s very own artist, 
Aditya Novali. It is such an eye-opening 
experience trying to understand each of 
his artwork, which is full of surprises, 
riddles and metaphors. Deep thinking 
is required but with the help of the 
museum curator and QR code next to 
each artwork, it becomes easier to delve 
into the creative and curious mind of 


Aditya. 


Solo International Performing Arts 
(SIPA) Festival 2022 
https://sipafestival.com/ 

SIPA Festival is already in its 14th year 
of its instalment in 2022 and continues 
to successfully become one of the 

main events in Solo. During the three 
days, guests can access the prestigious 
festival at Benteng Vastenburg for free 
to witness art shows including dance, 
music and theatre performances from 
Indonesia and other countries. On top 
of giving the locals the chance to enjoy 
the performances, the objective of the 
festival is to strengthen diplomatic 
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relations with foreign countries. This 
year, with the theme ‘Art as the Spirit 

of Life Changing’, the festival shows 

as many as 11 participating countries, 
including Indonesia, Malaysia, Republic 
of Korea, India, Brazil, Australia, France, 
Japan, Singapore, Turkiye and Spain. 


FOR FOOD AND TEA LOVERS 


Serabi Notosuman 

One of the delicacies that will complete 
your journey in Solo is serabi Solo. It 

is a kind of round and fluffy pancake 
made from rice flour, coconut milk 

and eggs, among others. Serabi Solo is 
distinguishable from other regions in 
Indonesia because it does not come 
with special gravy, usually made from 
coconut milk and palm sugar. It is also 
rolled and wrapped with banana leaf. 
Serabi Notosuman is one of the popular 
purveyors of serabi Solo. 


Adem Ayam 
www.instagram.com/ademayem.solo 
Adem Ayam is a legendary restaurant 
in Solo. It is said that few Presidents 
of Indonesia have enjoyed its culinary 
offerings, including the current 
President Joko Widodo. Nasi gudeg 

is the main attraction here. The food 
comes with rice cooked in coconut milk 
served with cattle skin, egg boiled in 
soy sauce and stew made from unripe 
jackfruit with palm sugar, coconut milk 
and spices. The restaurant also serves 
other delicacies of Solo like nasi liwet 
(rice cooked in coconut milk with 
chicken stew and spices), selat Solo 
(braised beef tenderloin served with 
sweet sauce and vegetables) and timlo 
(soup-like dish with egg boiled in soy 
sauce, shredded chicken, rice and fried 
onion). 


Shijack Susu Murni 

Susu Murni can literally be translated as 
pure milk. But if you look at the menu, 
printed so huge on a banner, you might 
be confused as to which one you should 
try first. I tried sasu telur madu (milk 
mixed with raw egg and honey) while 
my friend tried chocolate milk. Mine 
tasted good, especially when paired with 
toasts that are prepared in variety of 


In this spread, clockwise from top, left: One of the performances at SIPA Festival 2022; Batik 


Benang Ratu Heritage is best for shopping batik products and souvenirs; Jeeps passing by tea 


plantations in Kemuning; The legendary sate Aunte/ is a must-try when in Solo. 


ways. I tried roti karamel too, which is 
actually an abbreviation of roti bakar rasa 
melon (melon-tasted toast) and kejurnas 
or keju roti nanas (toast with pineapple 
jam and shredded cheese on top). 


Sate Kambing Bu Haji Bejo 

Sate buntel is what the locals refer to 

a juicy minced mutton satay wrapped 
with lamb’s fat and grilled with 

special sweet soy sauce and pepper. 
‘The best place to savour sate buntel 

is this humble restaurant, which has 
been selling sate buntel since 1970s 
and has Indonesia’s current President 
Bapak Joko Widodo as one of its many 
regulars. It is priced at Rp65,000 per 
serving and even without the rice on the 
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side, the sate itself is enough to make 
you full! 


Bale Branti 
www.instagram.com/balebranti 
Located in Karanganyar where travellers 
may find vast tea plantations, Bale 
Branti is one of the tea houses in the 
form of a traditional Javanese house. It 
has an outdoor area where one can take 
in the soothing view of paddy fields 
while eating snacks and sipping a warm 
cup of tea, which is what Karanganyar is 
known for. This place is good for lunch 
too, serving some must-try traditional 
dishes such as gudangan, capcay, semur 
telur, gereh layur and zempe mendoan. 


Ndoro Donker’Tea House 


This English-style tea house has its 
own tea brand of the same name. It has 
indoor and outdoor dining areas, but 
of course I recommend the latter since 
travellers can enjoy the view of the tea 
plantation, the source of the tea we are 
sipping from. After taking pleasure 

in the taste and the view, travellers 

can also buy some souvenirs from its 
shop, including their own tea brand’s 
products. 


Pasar Gede 

This is Solo city’s largest market where 
one can find various products, including 
fruits and snacks. Though the market 

is already crowded most of the time, 


wait till you see some stalls that has 
its customers queuing elbow-to-elbow 
to buy traditional snacks like rambak 
petis, karak bratan and the legendary 
dawet telasih, President Joko Widodo’s 
favourite. 


FOR SHOPPING ADDICTS 


Istana Heritage Batik Keris 
www.batikkeris.co.id 

Once an abandoned residence known as 
Omah Lawa (bats’ house), the building 
is now an exclusive darik gallery where 
travellers can find high-quality batik 
that Solo has always been famous for. 
Within the building, there is Keris 

Cafe and Kitchen should travellers 
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feel hungry for some delectable local 
offerings. 


Batik Benang Ratu Heritage 
www.instagram.com/benangratusolo. 
heritage 

This is one of the recommended places 
should travellers want to buy cheaper 
batik and all kinds of souvenirs to bring 
back home. From batik shirts, bucket 
hats, trousers, handbags, and keychains, 
travellers can find them all here! 


FOR ADVENTURE SEEKERS 


Jeep Adventure in Kemuning 
https://explorekemuning.com 

For adventure seekers, this activity is 
highly recommended. There are several 
routes that travellers can choose from, 
including the route that takes travellers 
straight to Candi Sukuh or Candi 
Cetho. The journey on four-wheel- 
drive brings travellers pass by countless 
villages and tea plantations along 

the stunning slope of Mount Lawu, 
besides a few extreme routes that 
include crossing rivers and traversing 
super bumpy roads. It takes around 
one hour and a half to complete, but 
from my experience, it sure feels much 
lesser than that. I mean, it was indeed 
exciting that all of us lost track of the 
time! 
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WHERE TO STAY 


The Sunan Hotel Solo 
http://thesunanhotelsolo.com 

This hotel, established since 2007, is 
strategically located in the heart of 
Solo City, close to many attractions 
and facilities, including Adi Sumarmo 
International Airport (15 minutes by 
car) and Solo Balapan Train Station 
(six minutes by car). It has 204 rooms 
besides facilities such as all-day dining 
restaurant, swimming pool, meeting 
rooms and fitness centre, making it 
an ideal choice for both leisure and 
business travellers. 


Gaya Travel Magazine expresses our 
heartfelt gratitude to the Surakarta City 
Government for making the writer's trip 
to Solo smooth-sailing. 


Destinations 


A Guide to All 
Things Local in 


Yogyakarta 


Text by SHAHIDA SAKERI 
Images by SHAHIDA SAKERI, DODY WIRASETO & UNSPLASH 


The Special Region of Yogyakarta, 

also affectionately known as Jogja, 
might be the smallest autonomous area 
compared to other provinces in Java, 
but its presence is felt by all corners of 
Indonesia. 


Yogyakarta is highly regarded as the 
epicentre of Javanese culture, where 
one can witness time-honoured 
artforms, customs, and traditions woven 
seamlessly into everyday life. But this 

is not to say that the region is stuck in 
the past. Being the city of education 
with more than 20 universities calling 
it home, Yogyakarta is very much 
progressive and alive with vibrant 
energy. Expect to see hip pop-up events 
lining up every month, thriving cafe 
culture, and exciting art scenes. 


So, if you haven't been to Yogyakarta 
yet, here is a list of local experiences that 
you can consider adding into your travel 
itinerary to get better acquainted with 
the city. 


LOCAL ATTRACTIONS 


Sonobudoyo Museum 
www.sonobudoyo.com/en 

There is no better way of getting the 
sense of a place other than learning its 
history. In Yogyakarta, one of the best 
places to do so is at the Sonobudoyo 
Museum. 


For over 80 years, this museum has 
been dedicated to the rich Javanese 
culture and history, and even deemed 
as the top museum during the Dutch 
colonial period. It boasts the second 
most complete collection of Javanese 
antiques in Indonesia after the National 
Museum in Jakarta, ranging from 
ancient sculptures, traditional masks, 
and textiles to weaponry. Do drop by in 
the evenings too, when shadow puppet 
performances are showcased for a small 
fee, every night except Mondays. 


‘Taman Sari 

Take a glimpse at the former 
playground of Hamengkubuwono I, 

the first Sultan of Yogyakarta, at this 
large complex complete with beautiful 
pools, a courtyard, underground tunnels, 
and remnants of the once-glorious 
subterranean masjid called Sumur 
Gumuling. 


In the past, the spaces brimmed with 
lush fragrant flowers, hence, its name 
meaning ‘perfumed garden.’ Some 

even believed this was the place where 
the Sultan would eye on his potential 
royal consorts. While most parts of the 
complex were damaged by the Java War 
instigated by Prince Diponegoro as well 
as natural calamities, the bathhouses 
have been carefully restored to match 
their original charm. Make sure your 
phone battery is full because the place 
teems with beautiful spots for picture- 
taking. 


Kotabaru Heritage Walk 

Kotabaru was once the dwelling place 
for the Dutch in Yogyakarta. So, if you 
love colonial architecture, then stroll 
around this charming neighbourhood as 
traces of the past are still visible through 
the Indies-style houses that remain 
intact today. 


Roam further and you can find Masjid 
Syuhada, built in 1950 by Sri Sultan 
Hamengkubuwobo IX in honour of 
the fallen warriors who fought during 
the Indonesian National Revolution. It 
deviates from the typical multi-tiered 
roofs often found in Java and instead 
features striking Mughal-style domes, 
said to be a first in Yogyakarta. 


There is a free guided tour available 
should you are interested to understand 
the rich history and architectural 
influences in Kotabaru. Held every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 8:30 


a.m. 
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Register at Jogja Good Guide 
or Contact www. instagram.com/ 
Joggoodguide 


Cupuwatu Campfire 

If you seek some adrenaline rush, look 
no further than Purwomartani in 
Kalasan, Sleman. This area, also known 
for verdant paddy fields, is only a short 
drive away from downtown Yogyakarta 
and is home to a campsite that offers 
an off-roading experience on rugged 
landscapes. Be prepared to get wet 
because some parts of the thrilling route 
require the jeep to cross a raging river. 
At the end of the ride, you get to feed 
your cultural curiosity with a quick stop 
at the 9th-century Hindu temple called 
Candi Kedulan. 


Contact: +62 822 4297 9999 or send 
direct message to www.instagram.com/ 
dhanang_closedhouse 


Ecoprint Lemospires 

lemospires.com 

Eco-printing is a natural dyeing 
technique that transfers the colours and 
shapes of plants like flowers and leaves 
onto paper or fabric. It can result in 
exclusive products since each design is 
unique and cannot be replicated. 


If this enticed you, look out for 
Lemospires when in Yogyakarta, a local 
brand that makes gorgeous eco-printed 
batik perfect for personal use or as a 
gift. Besides, all of their products are 
consciously-made with sustainability 

in mind. They use only natural and 
biodegradable fabrics and buttons, limit 
water consumption during production, 
and even plant the flowers to be used in 
the designing process themselves. The 
company also empowers women in the 
surrounding communities by providing 
them work and training opportunities. 
Now this is a brand that we love to 
support! 
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LOCAL FLAVOURS 


Gudeg 

A significant Javanese delicacy, gudeg 
is believed to have originated from 
Yogyakarta. It is made from young 
unripe jackfruit simmered in coconut 
milk and spices for hours, giving the 
dish its distinctive sweet flavour. We 
suggest pairing it with the spicy sambal 
krecek (a side dish made of cattle skins) 
for a more balanced taste should you 
find the sweetness too overwhelming. 


Chicken Garang Asem 

Another comfort food familiar to the 
tongues of people in Yogyakarta and 
Central Java, garang asem is a dish 
made from chicken, slices of starfruit, 
tomatoes, chili, bay leaves, and galangal, 
all wrapped in banana leaves and 

left cooked until the meat is tender. 
However, you can find the version in 
Yogyakarta slightly creamier and silkier 
in texture due to the usage of coconut 
milk. 
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LOCAL FESTIVAL 


Wayang Jogja Night Carnival 

Ifyou were travelleing to Yogyakarta in 
October, be sure to coincide your visit 
with Wayang Jogja Night Carnival, 
which is an annual parade held to 
commemorate the anniversary of the 
city. The streets (particularly Jenderal 
Sudirman and Margoutomo) leading to 
the Yogyakarta Monument come alive 
with puppet performances, music, and 
dance, making the festival one of the 
most glorious celebrations on the island 
of Java. 


This year, as the city celebrates its 266th 
anniversary, the carnival honours the 
enchanting rhythms of gamelan, an 
Indonesian musical form listed as the 
twelfth intangible cultural heritage by 
UNESCO. The parade also features 
well-known characters in the world 


of wayang (puppetry) such as Arjuna, 
Baladewa, Erawati, and Sembadra. 
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LOCAL STAY 


The 101 Yogyakarta Tugu Hotel 
www.phm-hotels.com/hotel/1O1YTG 
A stay in this property is bound to be 
memorable and meaningful since it 
spoils guests with the utmost comfort 
and unique cultural experiences. The 
spaces are charmingly furnished with 
Javanese influences, while its restaurant 
proudly features authentic local 

grub. Guests could also enjoy a mini 
performance of traditional music at its 
lobby from time to time. Moreover, the 
hotel’s strategic location gives guests 
easy access to a plethora of popular 
attractions. 


ACCESSIBILITY 


From Kuala Lumpur, AirAsia (www. 
airasia.com) at KLIA2 flies non-stop 
four times weekly to Yogyakarta 
International Airport (Kulon Progo 
Regency), while Malaysia Airlines 
(www.malaysiaairlines.com) at 

KLIA flies twice weekly. Upon 
arrival, travellers can make use of the 
Yogyakarta International Airport Rail 
Link service to reach the city. The trip 
takes around 40 minutes and costs 
IDR20,000 per person. 


The Gaya Travel Magazine team extends 
our sincerest gratitude to Yogyakarta City 
Government Tourism Office for making 
the writer’ trip to the city possible and 
smooth sailing. 


In this spread, clockwise from top, left: Former royal bathhouse at 
Taman Sari; Sonobudoyo Museum exhibits an impressive collection 
of Javanese artefacts (Photo by Sonobudoyo Museum); The staircases 
of Sumur Gumuling is one of the most photographed spots in Taman 
Sari (Photo by Haryo Setyadi on Unsplash); Wayang Jogja Night 
Carnival showcases well-known wayang characters in fascinating 
costumes (Photo by Dody Wiraseto); Lemospires offers a ready-to- 
wear collection made from eco-printed batik; Gudeg can be easily 
found in the Wijilan area; Syuhada Mosque is Yogyakarta’s first 


modern mosque in post-independence Indonesia. 
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Destinations 


The Contrasting Allures of 


Vietnam flourishes on contrasts, 
won't you agree? One may find 
serenity in its ancient temples and 
majestic natural landscapes, while 
the charming French colonial 
architecture and ever-evolving 
concrete jungles magnify its 
vibrancy. Both thrive together, as if 
they were odes of the country’s rich 
past and promising future played 


simultaneously. 


Such contrasting elements are also 
present in Ho Chi Minh City, the 
commercial engine of Vietnam and 
its largest metropolis. The skyline 
here stretches upwards, and yet, 

on the curb sides of its busy roads, 
humble carts offer some of the most 
heavenly street food on earth. And, 
unlike many other economic hubs, 
it still has plenty of public green 
spaces for those seeking much- 
needed seclusion. 


Having that said, choosing a 
starting point for your exploration 
of Ho Chi Minh City can be 
challenging, especially if you 

were visiting it for the first time. 
‘The massive city is divided into 
24 districts that are spread out. I 
recommend that you base yourself 


Text by SHAHIDA SAKERI 
Images by 
SHAHIDA SAKERI AND UNSPLASH 


at District 1 — the city’s liveliest area 
— to get the most of your trip. Then, 
proceed with a hop-on hop-off bus 
tour (bopon-hopoff.vn) on the first day 
to take you to the popular attractions, 
including Ben Thanh Market, Notre 
Dame Cathedral, and Saigon Central 
Post Office. This way, you not only get 
to save time navigating the city but also 
get to understand the city’s sense of 
place in an easier way. 


Speaking of a sense of place, why not 
get to know the city and the country 
better by visiting the History Museum 
of Ho Chi Minh City? After all, a 
country’s character is often shaped by 
the formative events in the past, and 
the same can be said about Vietnam’s. 
‘The museum introduces the country 
throughout the ages, starting from 
Stone Age and Chinese Domination to 
the French colonial era and Vietnamese 
Dynasties. 


Moreover, those who are culturally- 
driven should watch water puppetry 

at the Golden Dragon Water Puppet 
Theatre. This unique Vietnamese folk 
art originated from the villages of the 
Red River Delta in North Vietnam 
with a history of over 4,000 years. The 
show combines an amusing retelling of 


Vietnam 


Vietnamese legends and beautiful 
traditional music performed in 

a chest-deep pool of water. And 
in case you're wondering, yes, 

the entire show is carried out in 
Vietnamese. But don’t let that 
scare you because the show is still 
remarkably entertaining! 


In the evenings, go people- 
watching at the Nguyen Hue 
Street that comes alive with street 
performances, light shows, food 
vendors, and Gen-Z skateboarders 
showing off their cool skills — trust 
me, the energy here is electrifying. 
‘The street is also lined up with 
trendy fashion boutiques on both 
sides, ideal for those looking for 
retail therapy. Walk a little further, 
and you'll see the iconic Apartment 
A2 building, filled with plenty of 
artisanal cafes serving some of the 
best coffees for anywhere between 
VND5,000 to VND70,000. Don't 
forget to try Ca Phe Sua Da, which 
is Vietnamese iced coffee served 
with thick condensed milk — it’s 

a sweet combo and can be very 
addictive. But if you're feeling more 
adventurous, get a cup of egg coffee 
instead! 
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STAY: 
Renaissance Riverside Hotel 
Saigon 


Set in the thick of the action, 
this elegant hotel overlooking 
Saigon River gives guests 

easy access to some of highly 
acclaimed restaurants and 
thriving shopping scenes in the 
city. The comfortable rooms 

are spacious and beautifully 
decorated, perfect for a city 
getaway! 


HALAL EATS 

1.Pho Muslim — located 

near the Nancy Mosque, this 
unassuming restaurant is known 
to serve some of the best Halal 
phos in town. 


2.Halal@Saigon Restaurant — 
owned and run by a Malaysian 
Muslim, offering visiting 
Malaysians a taste of home, 
including delicious Vietnamese 
classics. 


3.The Daun Restaurant — 
popular among Muslim 
travellers for its diverse menu, 
ranging from Vietnamese, 
Malaysian, to Singaporean and 
Western delicacies. 


4.Elisa Floating Restaurant 

— offers a romantic dinner 
experience on a traditional 
wooden ship. They serve halal 
fare but need to be pre-booked 


well in advance. 


Alternatively, travellers can 
join a food tour done by 
local experts. Saigon Food 
Tour (saigonfoodtour.com), 
for instance, introduces the 
adventurous to fun-filled 
culinary explorations that 
can be tailored according to 
travellers’ needs, including halal 
meals. Contact Mr. Nam at 
+84988591216 for bookings. 


SLOW DOWN AT CAN GIO 
MANGROVE BIOSPHERE 
RESERVE 

A day-tripper’s delight, Can Gio 
Mangrove is a UNESCO-recognised 
biosphere reserve located in Can Gio 
district, the largest and one of the least 
populated of Ho Chi Minh City’s 
districts. It is Vietnam's first biosphere 
reserve and regarded by experts as 

one of the world’s best-rehabilitated 
mangroves. Travellers should take 
advantage of this area’s fresh air by 
enjoying a slow boat ride along the 
streams, and while they’re at it, try to 
spot the animals that call this biosphere 
reserve home. 


DIVE DEEP INTO THE 
TRANQUILITY OF NINH VAN 
BAY 

Brace yourself for a pastoral idyll at 
LAlya Ninh Van Bay, a nature resort 
oozing with discrete luxury set against 
the backdrop of a lush tropical forest 
reserve. All accommodation units are 
respectfully built around the natural 
surroundings and feature eco-friendly 
furnishing along with private pools 
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of minimally treated water from the 
nearby hills. 


For the most romantic moment, cruise 
into the sunset with a free flow of 
drinks (non-alcoholic included) and 
feast over scrumptious meals on the 
catamaran. Or go on a full pampering 
mode at the spa with a special 
Vietnamese massage incorporating 

a unique cupping technique. Those 
who prefer to be more active can take 
advantage of the early morning yoga 
session, jungle trekking activity, and 
kayaking. This is certainly the place 
where guests can be blissful by doing 
all, or nothing. 


But like many stays in hotels or 
resorts, a memorable experience is 
defined by its hospitality. And for this, 
LAlya delivers outstandingly. Thi, 

my personal butler, moves me with 
her sweet gestures and attentiveness, 
while Cong the naturalist, is amazing 
at telling stories. The pair, along with 
the rest of the team, truly represent the 
kindness and fun-loving spirit that the 
Vietnamese are known for. 
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HIGH-LEVEL FORUM: SOLUTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL 
_ TOURISM RECOVERY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVEL( ul 


Vietnam is Committed in Becoming a Top Destination of Choice in 
South East Asia 


Two years after the international borders were closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Vietnam sees a strong tourism recovery as the 
country welcomes over 1.2 million international tourists in the first eight 
months of 2022. This upturn is further sweetened when the country bagged 
several awards at the 2022 World Travel Awards for the Asia region, 
including the “Asia leading business travel destination” title for Ho Chi 
Minh City. 


On previous page, clockwise from top, 
left: Ho Chi Minh City is known as the 
birthplace of the Vietnam's well-loved 


delicacy, banh mi (Photo by Ben Lei on 
Unsplash); Vietnamese egg coffee has a 
humble beginning in the 1940s, originally 


Vai ional 7 d initiati ‘eel A : created in response to the milk shortage 
arious promotion campaigns an initiatives are active ly Carries out to caused by the French War; The boat tour 


cement the country’s position on the world’s tourism map. This includes the 
16th Ho Chi Minh City International Travel Expo 2022 which is highly 
regarded as Vietnam's leading travel event, gathering industry professionals = Wan Bay exudes discreet luxury that allows 
from 18 countries and territories, including Australia, France, Germany, ;  euesterw bade conmnme (Piste by Lidiya 
Kuwait, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, United Kingdom, and : Ninh Van Bay). 

the United States of America. 


at Can Gio Mangrove Biosphere Resort is 
well-suited for nature lovers; LAlya Ninh 


On this page, from top, left: The iconic 


During the programme, the Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism : Apartment 42 hosts an eclectic mix of 

also shares that the country is focusing on smart and sustainable tourism "cafes, boutiques, salons, and co-working 
developments, along with improving infrastructures in secondary tourism | spaces (Photo by jet dela cruz on Unsplash); 
destinations to attract more international tourists to Vietnam. ‘Admire the priceless historical and cultural 


artefacts from Victnam’s past at the History 
Museum of Ho Chi Minh City; Water 


The writer’ trip to Vietnam is organised in conjunction with the 16th Ho Chi Minh puppetry is a cultural treasure that dates 
City International Travel Expo 2022 (ITE HCMC 2022). Our sincerest gratitude back as far as the 11th century; The 16th Ho 
to Vibrant Ho Chi Minh City, Ho Chi Minh City Department of Tourism, and Chi Minh City International Expo 2022 was 
Wanderlust Tips Magazine for making the writer's experience in Vietnam smooth and filled with dialogues and discourse on the 
memorable. future of tourism in Vietnam. 
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A Homely Treat at 
Chendana Home Café 


Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Despite being located just next to the popular Titiwangsa Lake, Chendana Home 
Café (“Chendana”) on Jalan Kuantan is still considered a hidden gem because 
surprisingly, it is not yet known to many. From the outside, Chendana does not look 


like your typical café because it is part of the owner's home now converted into a 


dining establishment bursting with creativity, which is noticeable the moment you 


enter the courtyard. 


The interiors 

At its foyer and main entrance, there is a 
cosy space replete with rattan chairs, pampas 
grass, an abstract-painted canvas, earthy- 
tone pillows, wooden lanterns and beautiful 
decorative plants that exude Boho vibe. The 
courtyard is filled with tables and chairs as 
well for guests who prefer to sit outside and 
enjoy the breeze. But this area will change 
entirely come evening as the open space 
will be lit up with fairy lights and the neon 
Chendana signage turned on. Either day or 
night, the aesthetics of the café’s attractive 
facade becomes a plus point for diners, 
especially when they are content creators. 


But that is not the only point that makes 

the café special; as diners step into the 

café’s indoor dining area, be sure to take 

the opportunity to talk to the café’s amiable 
owner, Aina Syahirah, who works as a make- 


up artist as well. Most of the furniture 

were taken from her own home such as the 
multi-vanity-mirrors of different designs on 
one side of a wall and a wooden table right 
in the middle of the space. There is even a 
mini bookshelf where guests can pick their 
favourite books or magazines and read 
them while lounging. 


Aina admits that she loves to host 
gatherings at her house for as long as she 
remembers, and Chendana Home Café 
manifests her persona. The name itself is 
inspired from the place where she resided. 
She even crafts the menu consisting of 
her own favourite dishes that are free of 
monosodium glutamate to enhance the 
flavour and contain no salt and sugar. 
She describes the food as healthy without 
having to compromise the taste. 


‘The food 

Gaya Travel team recommends that diners try Chendana’s 
signature WNP Charcuterie Board that is served with flufty 
waffles and pancakes alongside hearty homemade sausage, 
chicken toast and streaky beef. The strawberries, blueberries 
and bananas served are more than mere colours on this cutting 
board; they offer a real English-breakfast taste, which generally 
has fruits on the side. At the same time, the accompanying 
biscuits add crunchiness, while fine cheese make the entire dish 
wholesome. This generous meal is matched by three types of 
condiments: whipped cream, honey and mayonnaise. 


Another menu that is downright satisfying is Bagel Brunch 
Board. Placed atop of end grain cutting board, the main 
highlight on this dish is the spread of plain and jalapeno 
bagels that are served in cut halves. It also has smoked 
salmon, chicken slices, streaky beef and cheese spread besides 
condiments, including olives, tomatoes, and salad. 


‘The above two dishes are suitable for a group of two or three 
pax since they come in large portion. 


‘The drinks 

Peach milk is recommended for those who prefer cold, sweet 
drinks. The milk is set just nice to not overshadow the taste 
of the peach, but rather complement it. For diners who prefer 
something unique, they should try the café’s Cake-A-Cino, a 
combination of three-layer pancake with honey, a dash of gula 
melaka (palm sugar) and whipped cream on top of a cup of 
well-brewed cappuccino. 


Near the main entrance stands the Dewi Bar, owned by 
mixologist Fauzi. His passion towards crafted drinks is evident 
based on the drinks menu that is not permanent and change 
according to seasons. His drinks are mostly experimental and 


reflect his own, curious self, who has a sentimental perspective 
of life. 


One of the mocktails prepared by Fauzi is Terlalu Rindu 
(meaning ‘missing you too much’), a concoction that he has 


been keeping for 12 years. Apart from osmanthus syrup and 
apricot juice, the unique use of egg white is what makes this 
mocktail special. Interestingly, you will not taste of the white 
egg. Instead, the egg white gives the drink a creamier texture 
with long-lasting bubbles. That exotic, mystical combination 
tastes perfect on Gaya Travel team members’ tongue. 


Fauzi also invites diners to try another unique drink of his, 
Dark €& Delusion, a one-of-a-kind coffee mocktail. If I needed 
to put it into words, it is a taste twister. The coffee is manually 
brewed on a mocha pot before being mixed with a unique 
blend of 11 herbs, including cinnamon, cardamom, and 
cloves, forming what is called as aromatic bitters, a suitable 
replacement for alcohol. It is indeed an out-of-this-world 
concoction that all adventurous diners and coffee aficionados 
must try! 


Simply put, Chendana Home Café is best for curious 
guests who wish to uncover a gem that is full of unique, 
creative flavours all housed within a homely space that gives 
memorable, warm dining experience. 


Chendana Home Café 
I: instagram.com/chendanahe 
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7 Things to Experience VWWhen 
Staycationing at 
Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara 


Text & Images by MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


106 
Honestly, prior to my recent experience staying at Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara, I 
only have been whizzing pass this hotel many times whenever I was heading somewhere. I 
eventually stepped into this hotel for the first time to experience the Ramadan buffet held 
at the hotel’s food and beverage outlet called Kwee Zeen, but I didn’t get to know much 


about this world-class property just yet. 
So, when Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara the opportunity invited me for a stay, I quickly 
grabbed it. My stay was in conjunction with the reopening of Club Millésime, which had 


been closed for months due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 


After spending three days and two nights at Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara, I find this 
French-inspired property has grown on me, to the point that I didn't feel like leaving at all 
because it offers many experiences, especially when it comes to dining! 


1. Club Millésime 

To the uninitiated, Club Millésime is an impeccable 
executive lounge located on Level 22 and can only be 
accessed for guests who stay in certain room categories or 
with the additional cost of MYR220 per person per night. 
In this extensive, private lounge, travellers can enjoy many 
perks that reflect its exclusivity like personalised express 
check-in and check-out, Le Gotter (French afternoon tea), 
Apéro Chic (evening cocktails and canapés), free-flowing 
refreshments throughout the day, and late check-out until 
4.00 p.m. (subject to availability). 


a 


ls 
iz 


aN 


Of course, those who opt for this lounge mostly do so to relax 
and enjoy such perks, including the staff’s accommodating 
and attentive hospitality. It is also appropriate for those who 
want to work in privacy. Additionally, travellers can enjoy a 
two-hour complimentary use of Club Millésime’s meeting 
room per stay (subject to prior reservation and availability). 
The lounge even comes with high-speed Internet access, 
making it ideal for working or meeting online. Smokers 

can puff away at the lounge’s open-air balcony, which is 
designated as a smoking area. 
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In short, Club Millésime excellently lives up to its function 

as an exclusive lounge, which I wouldn't mind spending my 

time in, all day long. Oh, by the way, this lounge opens from 
11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. daily. 
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2. The room 

I stayed in the room belonging to the Luxury Room category, 
which comes with two-single beds. The French influence is 
strongly represented in the room's decor, especially in the use 
of the black Rococo-inspired vanity mirror near the mini bar 
that is equipped with Nespresso coffee machine alongside a 
box of premium Dilmah tea. 


T have always known that Sofitel is proud of their signature 
MyBed™ bedding concept, which I feel is Sofitel’s 
differentiating factor. The soft-top mattress is made to relieve 
pressure and offer optimal support during slumber so that 
travellers get to sleep soundly and wake up the next day 
totally refreshed. 


The bathroom is simply gorgeous and comes with spacious 
bathtub. The hotel uses Lanvin essential amenities, making 
the experience ever more luxurious. 


Other room features include 49-inch LED TV, digital alarm 
clock with Bluetooth, writing desk, sofa, armchair, and walk- 
in closet. 


3. Kwee Zeen 

Kwee Zeen is Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara’s all- 

day dining restaurant that serves Malaysian, French and 
international fare. Located just next to the lobby, this outlet 
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serves countless breakfast; but if I were to choose, I love 
Kwee Zeen’s nasi lemak was so fragrant, flavourful and 
gratifying. And not forgetting the tender German beef 
sausage! 


I thought I’ve been spoiled enough during breakfast, but 

I spoke too soon because the outlet is even more generous 
with its offerings come dinner time. I was lucky because 

my visit coincided with the outlet’s jaw-dropping Seafood 
Extravaganza b uffet. Kwee Zeen goes all out when it comes 
to serving fresh seafood items like lobsters, salmon, prawns, 
crabs, scallops, and oysters during the buffet, normally held 
on Fridays and Saturdays from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. 


Kwee Zeen also has a long list of menu encompassing 
Chinese, Indian and Western options, but I recommend 
diners to try out the outlet’s savoury, well-marinated satay 
with peanut sauce and fulfilling asi impit on the side. Wrap 
up your dinner with delectable desserts such as vanilla eclairs, 
chocolate tartlet, strawberry cremeux lollipops, and assorted 
Malay sweetmeats. 


4, Wan Chun Ting 

The name means “Ten Thousand Springs Pavilion’ and as 
elegant as it sounds, this restaurant serves Cantonese and 
Imperial cuisines. This is the place for diners to savour the 
best-selling and wonderful Dim Sum brunch amidst swanky 
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décor, especially that giant chandelier at the centre, which exudes 
regality. The outlet’s staff are also attentive and customer centric. 


When I first looked at the menu, I was tight-lipped because I was 
unable to make any selection due to the abundant choices. So, I 
frankly asked the staff to “surprise me”. And guess what? I was 
pleasantly surprised! 


‘The outlet’s steam barbecued chicken bun is a must. I also 
nrecommend the steamed fish ball with Chinese spinach, steamed 
chicken and prawn dumpling with seaweed, deep fried prawn balls 
coated with almond flakes, wantan with Sichuan sauce and taro 
dumpling. My dining spread was definitely a meal fit for a king. 


5. Le Bar Cocktail & Stories 

Le Bar is a watering hole for oenophiles since it specialises in 

clean, velvety French wines. But those who are not into alcohol are 
welcomed too, since the bar is known for its stylish French high tea, 
making it perfect for casual meetings with colleagues, gatherings or 
intimate dates. 


During my stay, I took the opportunity to experience the newly- 
introduced La Boule En Rose afternoon tea set, which suits couples. 
‘The set includes teas and dainty pastries and desserts delightfully 
assembled on a three-tiered tray. My afternoon was made even more 
memorable as I enjoyed the graceful violin performance by Roxanne 
Ng from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. The live show is only available on 
weekends. 
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6. In-room dining 
There was that one evening when I felt like lazing around in my 
room and not in the mood to go out, so I called up in-room dining 
for dinner. I ordered pizza and burger from Nizza, another outlet 
within Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara that serves French-Italian 
specialties. The service was smooth, and I felt so comfortable having 
my dinner within the comforts of my own room while watching 
Netflix. 


7. The facilities 

Up this point, you must have realised that I have been mentioning 
about the food at Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara non-stop, 

but the truth is there are more to the hotel than gastronomy. For 
instance, its swimming pool on Level Three is huge and situated 
right next to the Nizza pool bar. The pool even has floating bean 
bags, jacuzzi areas, plenty of chairs and gazebos. On the same floor, 
there is a well-equipped Sofitel FITNESS gym for those who wish 
to stick to their fitness regime. The changing rooms are enormous as 
well. It has sauna and steam room for a more wholesome experience. 


Staycationing at Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara is indeed 
rewarding. Despite being in the city, guests can still have a relaxing 
getaway to ease their mind with good food, exceptional hospitality, 
praiseworthy service and state-of-the-art facilities. 


For more information about Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara, visit the 
hotel’s official website; https.//www.sofitel-kualalumpur-damansara.com 
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DESARU COAST 


Music Plus Hosprtality Immersion at 
Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast 


Text by JUHAN KAMARUDDIN 


Images by HARD ROCK HOTEL DESARU COAST, 
MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


Hlard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast is a 365-room property that lives up to its motto “Serve All 


— Love All” since it aims to be an inclusive establishment, in line with Hard Rock's guiding 
principle. Situated next to Adventure Waterpark Desaru Coast, the hotel departs from the 


ordinary by promising guests the authentic “Rock Star” experience from the hotel’s daily dose of 


entertainment and live music to uniquely handcrafted cocktail selection. 


As Gaya Travel team members step into the 
property, we realise that Hard Rock Hotel Desaru 
Coast is purposely designed to be family-friendly, 
down-to-earth, and cosy despite bearing the 
words ‘Hard Rock’ on its name, which might be 
construed as rebellious, restless, and uncontrollably 
pumped-up. On the contrary, the hotel remains 
tastefully mellow instead of garish and loud. So, 
when you come to the hotel, remember NOT to 
expect theatrical or edgy ambience, or anything 
over-the-top, because Hard Rock Hotel Desaru 
Coast is first and foremost a property set ina 
location dedicated for respite and caters to guests 
of all ages, particularly young families, hence the 
more toned-down and refined vibe. 


Having that said, rest assured that Hard Rock 
Hotel Desaru Coast is nonetheless vibrant — 
audible yet unobtrusive classic infectious tunes 
magically fill the hotel’s public areas, beckoning 


music lovers to tap their feet and sing along if they 
knew the lyrics. Most importantly, guests will never 
be deprived of their much-loved music, which 

can easily be streamed into their rooms from the 
complimentary music channels piped out using the 
sleek Bose® Solo 5 Soundbar. 


It is worth noting that Hard Rock Hotels are the 
natural extension of Hard Rock Café. When the 
very first Hard Rock Café opened in 1974 along 
Old Park Lane in London by two Americans, 
Peter Morton and Isaac Tigrett, the owners 
intended to introduce the egalitarian American 
dining experience to the public by serving good old 
American food that transcended class and income 
bracket while listening to stimulating rock and 
roll music considering England that time was one 
of the world’s pop music hubs. The café quickly 
became popular, especially among musicians who 
stopped over to dine and even perform. 
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In 1979, one of the world’s most talented musicians Eric 
Clapton, who was a regular at Hard Rock Café and already 
famous, permanently booked his favourite spot at the bar by 
requesting the bartender to hang his guitar directly above that 
spot so that nobody else would take it, which the bartender 
obliged. When word got out regarding how Eric Clapton 
booked his spot at Hard Rock Café; a week later, the singer 
and guitarist for The Who, Pete Townsend, sent his guitar to 
the café to be hung above his favoured spot too. Thereafter, 
other artists wanted to have a piece of their item displayed at 
Hard Rock Café, resulting in many of the artists’ fans coming 
over to have a look at them, thus mark the beginning of 
memorabilia display at Hard Rock chain. 

Today, over 86,000 pieces of memorabilia are displayed across 1 
the Hard Rock chain worldwide. Though the majority are 

donated by the artists themselves, some of the items were 

procured through auctions, especially when the artists have 

passed away, or through charity. All items are certified original 

and not replicas. 


Hardcore music enthusiasts who come over to Hard Rock 
Hotel Desaru Coast must be thrilled to know that over 32 
items once belonged to international superstars like Led 
Zeppelin, Lady Gaga, Rolling Stones, The Who, Beatles, 
Beyonce, and Rihanna, including the legendary local rock 
group Search, are strategically displayed throughout the 
property. Guests are therefore invited to stroll along the hotel’s 
walkways at their own pace and fascinate over these items 
donated by the biggest names in entertainment, both old and 
new as well as local and international. 


Better yet, guests should join the daily Memorabilia Tour led 
by the in-house Vibe Manager, Aaron Barnabas, who begins 
the session at the hotel lobby at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
This carefully curated activity provides deeper insights and 
engaging stories regarding the items on display and the stars 
who used to own them. Guests can then bring back home 
tangible memories of the Hard Rock brand by purchasing 
collectibles and merchandises at the Rock Shop®. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

The rooms at Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast are incredibly 
spacious, inviting you to relax and unwind. Gaya Travel team 
loves the high ceilings because it makes the space more airy, 
breezy, and pleasantly bathed in natural light, which the team 
finds uplifting. The whole bed is sumptuous and exceedingly 
comfortable, guaranteeing a restful and rewarding slumber. The 
room’s colour scheme comprising dark wood with splashes of 
blue, white, grey, and beige exudes a homely feel. There is also a 
generous-sized balcony for guests to lounge. As tribute to the 
environment, no disposable plastic bottled water is served in the 
room, therefore guests need to collect drinking water from the 
water station on each floor using the refillable water bottle made 
available in the room. 


Guests who opt for any of the plush and highly recommended 
22 Rock Royalty® Rooms and 24 Suite Rooms can directly head 
to the Rock Royalty® Lounge on the sixth floor for checking 
in and out. The lounge is also where guests of Rock Royalty® 
Rooms and Suite Rooms enjoy light refreshments throughout 
the day, and complimentary evening cocktails from 5:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. In addition, Rock Royalty® Lounge serves 
limited yet wholesome exclusive breakfast from 7:00 a.m. until 
10:30 a.m. This is especially helpful whenever guests prefer to 
escape from the breakfast bustle at the hotel’s all-day dining 
outlet called Sessions. However, for more variety, Sessions is the 
go-to place because its breakfast spread is far more diverse. 
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DINING 

Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast features four enticing 
dining outlets: Sessions all-day dining; the photogenic 
Constant Grind coffee & bar; the lobby bar GMT+8; and 
The Elephant & The Butterfly, a Mexican poolside bar and 
grill featuring contemporary art and cuisine inspired by the 
fiery love tale between Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo, two of 
Mexico's greatest artists. 


Fronting the pool and serving comforting Mexican and 
South American fare, The Elephant & The Butterfly offers 
an interesting alternative to the options listed on the menu 
at Sessions, which primarily focusses on Western and Asian 
dishes, among them are the popular oxtail soup and grilled 
salmon. In short, all of the hotel’s diverse restaurants and bars 
whip up satiating gastronomic delights whether they come in 
the form of a caffeine fix, leisurely meal, or craft cocktails. If 
you were not keen on leaving your room, you can just order 
in-room dining. 
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ACTIVITIES 

GMT+8, which is opposite of the reception counter on the 
third floor, offers exhilarating time for catching energetic live 
shows featuring Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast’s resident 
live band from 8:30 p.m. onwards. 


But rather than watching other people perform, why not 

you become a performer yourself? Hard Rock Hotel Desaru 
Coast indulges guests with the chance to unleash their inner 
rock star via the Sound of Your Stay (SOYS) music amenity 
programme: guests can have their own jam sessions within 
the comforts of their own room by renting one of the 20 
Fender guitars or a Cosley turntable together with a selection 
of vinyl players and records, complete with amplifier and 
headphones, from the reception. Guests who stay at the Rock 
Royalty® Rooms and Suite Rooms can utilise the SOYS 


programme for free. 


Guests who wish to venture outside the resort will be happy 
to know that Desaru is home to several exciting places of 
interest. Those who reserve their room via the hotel’s own 
website will receive complimentary single-entry tickets to 
the Adventure Waterpark next door, which is undoubtedly 
good value. Other nearby family-friendly attractions that you 
can head to are Desaru Fruit Farm and Muzium Nelayan 
(Fishermen Museum) in Tanjung Balau, both located around 
15 minutes’ drive away from Desaru Coast. 


But among the more educational activities are the trips 
organised by Junglewalla Desaru (https:/junglewalla.com/ 
desaru/), an award-winning tour company focussing on 
ecotourism and natural environment led by passionate nature 
guides who adopt an up-close-and-personal approach so 
that travellers learn about the ecological characteristics of 
the destination better. Two packages that guests can select to 
understand more about Desaru are the Beach Life & Tide 
Pool Walk, and Sungai Lebam River Cruise. 


Beach Life & Tide Pool Walk introduces guests to an 
untouched beachside area within Desaru Coast during low 
tide, when the tide pools are exposed, to study the myriad 
of bizarre and intriguing creatures like sand bubbler crabs, 
hermit crabs, moon snails, cowrie snails, mudskippers, 

and sea cucumbers. Small as they are, these creatures play 
important role in maintaining the environment’s ecological 
balance. Along the way to the beach, Junglewalla Desaru’s 
knowledgeable guide points to the types of vegetation found 
in the area such as the local tree called penawar, which has 
shoots that can be eaten as salad and the rest of the leaves 
used for treating wound; and the indigenous casuarina called 


ru, giving rise to the name ‘Desaru’, meaning Casuarina 
Village. Based on the geological formations found around 
the tide pools, the guide further explains that the land mass 
now called Johor was the first to emerge from water millions 
of years ago compared to the rest of Peninsular Malaysia to 
become part of the Asian continent. Other trees found in the 
area are the ancient cycads and penaga laut (tamanu). 


On the other hand, the Sungai Lebam River Cruise allows 
guests to explore the wide river of Sungai Lebam, which 

is flanked by rich and lush mangrove forest, only a mere 
15-minute drive from Bandar Penawar, considered as 
Desaru’s town centre. As the boat gently meanders along the 
river, the guide unravels many interesting secrets regarding 
the area’s unique ecosystem. According to Junglewalla 
Desaru’s expert guide, two most popular types of mangrove 
tree that flourish in Sungai Lebam area are Rhizophora 
apiculata (bakau minyak) and Rhizophora mucronata (bakau 
kurap) because their seeds travel and reproduce easily, 
including Sonneratia caseolaris (mangrove apple) that 
attracts fireflies in droves. The mangrove system is crucial in 
protecting the coastline from erosion and tsunami. Members 
of an indigenous community called Orang Seletar also use 
selected plants found at the mangroves to treat ailments. 
Besides flora, the mangroves are also home to birds, squirrels, 
lizards, tapirs, wild boars, pit viper, mangrove cat snake, 
python and Raffles’ banded langurs that is endemic only 

in Johor and Singapore. The best time to see the birds is in 
the morning from 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., while reptiles 
appear on the branches of the mangrove trees during high 
tide; small creatures like crabs and mudskipper as well as 
migratory birds that feed on these creatures come out during 
low tide. Aside from engrossing information shared by the 
guide, guests are sure to be captivated by Sungai Lebam’s 
tranquil atmosphere and soothing greenery. 


CONCLUSION 

After staying for two nights, the Gaya Travel team clearly 
sees that Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast is well on its way to 
become the ultimate destination for fun and entertainment 
in the south of Peninsular Malaysia. People from all walks of 
life are bound to be bowled over by the hotel’s blend of fine- 
tuned hospitality, evocative pop music, climate-responsive 
architecture, cosy interiors, enthralling memorabilia, and 
collectible merchandise, making the hotel one-of-a-kind. The 
destination where the hotel is located also brims with choices 
of amazing attractions for the whole family. 


For more info and reservation, visit 
https.//www.hardrockhotels.com/desaru-coast/. 
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Temple Tree Resort Langkawi: 


An Unparalleled Romantic Microcosm 


of Nostalgic Peninsular Malaysia 


Text by JUHAN KAMARUDDIN 
Images by TEMPLE TREE RESORT LANGKAWI 


Discovering Temple Tree Resort Langkawi is similar to serendipitously bumping into a rare gem. 


Nestled within a century-old rustic coconut tree plantation and enveloped by lush, leafy greenery, this 


upscale property boasts 21 suites, distributed among the collection of eight painstakingly preserved 


and exquisite Peninsular Malaysian historic abodes. 


Though Temple Tree Resort Langkawi is small in 
acreage, it is big in elegance and hygge, incorporating 
elements of history, nature and island vibe all 
wrapped up in one plush package. This property 
offers lovers of architecture, heritage, and boutique 
hotels the chance to admire the aesthetics of 
sensitively renovated and excellently maintained 80- 
to 100-year-old houses, which are fitting examples of 
adaptive reuse made fit for current purposes, turning 
them into subjects of fascinating study. Wabi- 

sabi enthusiasts are sure to fall for the natural and 
weathered textures, original colours, locally sourced 
materials, climate-appropriate design, and vernacular 
detailing. Corporate clients who sought for venues to 
hold productive meetings and brainstorming sessions 
will also find the property uplifting and inspiring. 


Each house sports varying styles as diverse as 

the cultures they represent, ranging from Malay, 
Chinese, and Indian, to Peranakan and Euro- 
Asian. ‘The initial proprietor of Temple Tree 
Resort Langkawi tracked down these gorgeous 
buildings from across Peninsular Malaysia and 
decided to preserve them by carefully dismantling 
each of them piece by piece, ship them over to 
Langkawi, and reassembled them on a plot in 
Cenang area. These houses stilts, large open 
verandas, soaring ceilings, wooden floors, attractive 
tileworks and wood carvings reminisce the days 
of yore. Each house oozes a lived-in feel, making 
it snugger and homely, which you could never get 
from a typical cookie cutter hotel. 
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‘The property cleverly matches the characteristics of the 
houses with new as well as antique fixtures, furnishings, and 
décor, indicating that it dearly holds onto the functional 
values of the past while having both feet grounded on the 
present and eyes fixed on the future. It sends the message 
that is in line with the concept of sustainability: beautiful 
and practical objects of the past should never be disposed 
and added to the mounting waste simply because they 
come from a different era; instead, they should be salvaged 
and cherished. It is safe to deduce that the existence of 
Temple Tree Resort Langkawi is not just to fulfil sybaritic 
inclinations, but also for posterity. 


As the affable Resort Manager, Irene Vairo, shows me 
around the property, she mentions that the owner spares no 
expense in maintaining these impressive houses. “Normal 
maintenance is done daily, while special maintenance is 
done twice per year. Since these houses are mostly wood, 
they need to withstand humidity due to the tropical 
weather. And because we are on an island, there is salt in 
the air,” she says. This information certainly makes me feel 
more protective of the houses and appreciative of the efforts 
demonstrated by the past and present owners in developing 
and maintaining Temple Tree Resort Langkawi, which 
undoubtedly helps to expand Malaysia's list of heritage 
offerings. 


Rest assured that these charming houses have been 
preserved without compromising on contemporary 
comforts and conveniences. Guests are welcome to luxuriate 
in fully air-conditioned and beautifully furnished suites 
with plush beddings, including modern conveniences 

like Wi-Fi, digital entertainment, and TV streaming 
services. But trust me, when staying at Temple Tree Resort 
Langkawi, guests would find it more rewarding to scrutinise 
the houses themselves, soak in the magical ambience of 

the property, enjoy floating breakfast and dip into the pool, 
become enchanted by the marvellous sunset in the evenings, 
savour succulent dishes at the property’s all-day dining 
outlet at Ipoh House, take a walk around the nearby fishing 
village, and interact with the property’s amiable employees, 
including the cuddly cats that never cease to make you 
smile. 
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CHOOSING THE HOUSE 

Guests have the choice of renting the houses entirely or 
according to number of rooms (referred to as suites). The 
nine-bedroom Plantation House, for example, sleeps up to 
eighteen guests, while the Colonial House can accommodate 
up to ten. At the same time, the newly refurbished Straits 
House with its four bedrooms is rented out as a whole unit, 
ideal for families or groups of up to eight persons. Couples 
and smaller families can opt for suites in any of the houses 
except the Straits House. 


I stayed at a suite called Johor 1, which occupies the ground 
floor of the two-storey Taiwanese-influenced Johor House 
that was sourced from Batu Pahat. Built approximately 100 
years ago, guests can find the family portrait of the house’s 
original owner hanging on the wall in Johor 2, the suite 
located right above Johor 1.1 love Johor 1’s sheer sense 

of space because it comes with high ceilings for natural 
ventilation; the master bedroom with king-sized bed, en suite 
bathroom, separate walk-in rain shower and a classic wooden 
bathtub; stylish living room; a personal cosy corner next to 
the minibar; and another bedroom with a queen-sized bed. 
The house also comes with a veranda that spans three sides of 
the house on both floors to be used at guests’ disposal. 


Mind you, whichever house or suite that you choose, no two 
houses or suites at the Temple Tree Resort are the same — 
each room is distinct in personality and evokes different feel. 
“We actually had a few guests who consecutively booked two 
nights in Colonial, two nights in Penang, and two nights in 
Johor to have different experiences,” Irene recalls. I find this 
to be a good idea: guests can enrich their memories further 
by opting to stay at more than one house or suite on different 
days of their stay. 


SOME INFO ABOUT THE HOUSES: 


Straits House 

To preserve the original charm, the Straits House retains its 
exterior, the original sanded down and varnished wooden floors, 
and lattices on the ceiling. Being the sole house that is newly 
painted, its bedrooms are given a heartening look with bright 
sunny yellow and vibrant sky-blue walls. It is also home to four 
Oriental armoires specially commissioned for each bedroom to 
reflect Peranakan taste. The house has a living room, spacious 
veranda with dining table, private pool, and lush garden where 
outdoor dining is encouraged with on-site chef. 


Johor House 

Originally a Chinese farmhouse, this pretty pink house can 
comfortably sleep up to a maximum of 5 persons with the 
addition of an extra bed. It has 2 two-bedroom suites, namely 
Johor 1 (located on the lower level) and Johor 2 (located on 

the upper level), which features a king-bedded room, a twin- 
bedded room, a living room and study. The upper level also has 
a spacious veranda where guests catch beautiful sunsets, sipping 
on crafted cocktail or mocktails. 


Colonial House 

Built by Arab goldsmiths in the 1920s, Colonial House is a 
grand home which once stood proud in George Town, Penang 
and boasts a rich mix of East and West with its Peranakan 

floor tiles and intricate European cornices. Containing 3 one- 
bedroom suites and 1 two-bedroom suite, the Colonial House 
can be rented as one house, a perfect venue for family gatherings. 
Alternatively, the suites within the house can be rented 
individually since all of them have their own entrances. The 
house also includes shared spaces with a dining room that seats 
10 persons, living room with bar, and comfy lounge spaces. Of 
the suites, 2 one-bedroom suites are located downstairs, and the 
two-bedroom suite and a one-bedroom suite are located upstairs. 


Estate House 

A long single-story building with remarkably high ceiling, this 
house is typical of plantation estate accommodations in the early 
and mid-20th century with terracotta floors, white walls, and 
thick wooden beams. Originally from Pasir Puteh, Ipoh, Perak, 
The Estate House is divided into 5 straightforward and cosy 
guestrooms, each with its own lounge space, private bathroom, 
and veranda, including cosy private garden at the back. 
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Plantation House 

Once a spacious wooden Malay artisan’s dwelling, this 
grand two-storey house is the quintessential bungalow with 
colonial-style window shutters, high ceilings and thick 
wooden support beams. It originated from a plantation 
area on Penang Island. The first house was built by Malays 
in 1900. In 1920 they sold the house to a Chinese Hakka 


family, who then built an adjoining house in their own style. 


During its time, the house was “Tua Chua’ meaning the big 
house. The owners were the Cheong family who were both 
rubber and durian farmers. This house now comprises 6 
suites. In addition, the house also includes common areas 
with lounge spaces and an airy semi-open-air courtyard. 


Penang House 

With architecture that reflects the 131 years of British rule 
over Penang, the Penang House features an exceptional 
brand of architecture that combines local, Chinese, Indian, 
Islamic elements. Originally situated along the renowned 
Gurney Drive in Penang, this house was built in the early 
1930's by a Chinese contractor and typical of its time. The 


original exterior colour and the two entrances are conserved. 


‘The interiors are painted white with turquoise shutters and 
touches of raspberry & lime green. This single storey raised 
house has 2 two-bedroom suites, each with their own living 
rooms and private entrances. This house is perfect for a 
family, as the 2 suites connect with double door, yet both 
have separate entrances & living spaces. 


Negri Sembilan House 

Once a family home in Mantin, Negri Sembilan, this raised 
single storey house is now a luxurious suite, with beautiful 
stained-glass windows and a spacious front veranda. Built 
in the 1920s, this 120 metres squared house features 2 
bedrooms (the master bedroom even has in-room bathtub, 
perfect for honeymooners), a living/dining area, and a great 
outdoor porch, perfect for writing that book. The special 
feature of this house is its coloured glass windows that 
vibrantly contrast the house’s overall black and white colour 
scheme. The master bedroom comes with a king bed and 

an in-room luxury wooden bathtub, whilst the adjoining 
bedroom is equipped with twin single beds. The shared en 
suite bathroom is equipped with twin basins and a separate 
walk-in rain shower. 
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DINING 

When you start to feel peckish, head to the retro chic Temple 
Tree Restaurant & Bar, located on the ground floor of the 
resplendent Ipoh House, which guests would first set their 
eyes upon arrival and where the staff receives them. This 

is the place where you can check out the innovative menu 
comprising traditional Malaysian, international fusion dishes 
created by the talented Executive Chef Fairuz Zani Ahamad, 
especially the aromatic Ayam Percik (slowly grilled marinated 
chicken splashed with coconut baste) that pairs perfectly 
with rice or pasta and strongly encapsulates the essence 

of local flavour. Other notable dishes worth ordering are 
Nyonya Laksa, Salmon Curry, Ikan Bakar and Temple Tree 
Nutri Salad. 


The Temple Tree Resort Langkawi can also arrange for 

you to dine by the pool house, under the stars when the 
weather permits, or even inside the pool in the form of 
floating breakfast, which is a must-try! Guests who are into 
gastronomy may request for a cooking class facilitated by 
Chef Fairuz himself (at a price, of course) to learn about the 
techniques on how to whip up succulent dishes using local 
ingredients. 
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THINGS TO DO 

Besides historical houses and interesting cuisine, the 
property decks out other amenities for guests to use such 
as the lap pool fronting the pool house (also known as the 
Yellow House) where guests can play indoor games; a 21- 
foot motorboat for exploring the little islands that dot the 
Langkawi archipelago; and a 44 feet long smart catamaran 
for up to twelve persons to take guests and their travelling 
companions on a memorable sunset cruise inclusive of 
refreshing beverages and snacks. 


Since you are staying at Temple Tree Resort Langkawi, do 
explore the island’s sandy beaches, forests, caves, waterfalls, 
and mangrove swamps, including spotting wildlife like the 
island’s 200 bird species and primates. You should also go 
for island hopping, frolic around night markets, and tune 
into local folklore and legends. For adrenaline rush, guests 
can consider go-kart racing at the nearby Morac Adventure 
Park (Langkawi). Otherwise, take it easy by seeking a spot 
of solitude to do yoga or catch on reading while enjoying 
the magnificent views of the surrounding countryside and 
mountains beyond the property. 


CONCLUSION 

However, despite mentioning on what travellers can do 

in Langkawi in the preceding two paragraphs, if I were to 
return to Temple Tree Resort Langkawi, I am determined 
to use every minute of my stay to only remain within the 
confines of this property to admire the pleasing minutiae of 


each house and absorb the property’s intimate sanctuary-like 
atmosphere as much as possible. Come to think of it, where 
else can I step back in time and experience the unparalleled 
romantic microcosm of nostalgic Peninsular Malaysia other 
than at Temple Tree Resort Langkawi? 


For more information and direct bookings, browse 


www.templetree.com.my or e-mail to 
enqut ries@tem ipletree.com.my 
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STEG Kuala Lumpur: 
Catalysing Urban Renewal 


Text by JUHAN KAMARUDDIN 
Images by STEG KUALA LUMPUR, MUHAMMAD HASIF MOHD JELANI 


A new boutique hotel brand in Malaysia, STEG, is ready to help revitalise a Kuala Lumpur 
neighbourhood and put it on the map. Located several minutes away from Bukit Bintang, 
Kuala Lumpur City Centre (KLCC), and World Trade Centre (WTC), STEG Kuala 
Lumpur is strategically adjacent to the busy Jalan Raja Laut. Shopping malls like Sunway 


Putra, Maju Junction, and Sogo are easily accessible, hence shopaholics are always spoilt for 


choice. Modes of public transport like the bus, light rapid transit (LRT) system, and the 


monorail are a few steps away. 


As an instigator of urban regeneration, 

STEG Kuala Lumpur helps to refresh the 
neighbourhood founded since 1930s called Jalan 
Tiong Nam by injecting new life and enhance 
liveability in this part of town. When staying 

at the hotel, guests are involved in boosting the 
local economy, especially when they patronise 
the surrounding businesses as well, proving 

that tourism brings positive impacts to the host 
community. Additionally, Jalan Tiong Nam area 
is one of the popular filming locations in Kuala 
Lumpur since it aptly captures the city’s identity. 
Guests might even bump into local artistes and 
production crew doing filming if they were lucky. 


Though Jalan Tiong Nam is relatively quiet, it 

is close to the bustling Chow Kit, one of Kuala 
Lumpur’s real and unsanitised underbellies. 
Chances are, during exploration, travellers would 
be exposed to the city’s charms alongside its less 


appealing attributes like poverty, homelessness, 
petty crimes, and substance abuse, not unlike the 
problems faced by other growing urban centres 
around the world. Guests are recommended to use 
large doses of common sense and be vigilant when 
exploring Chow Kit, plus avoid certain lanes and 
alleyways around Jalan Tiong Nam after 9:00 p.m. 
Be sure to ask the hotel reception if guests were 
unsure or faced concerns. 


Having that said, NEVER let the above 

point deter you from staying at STEG Kuala 
Lumpur. On the contrary, guests should know 
that the actual residents of Jalan Tiong Nam 
know each other well and are protective of the 
neighbourhood; the perpetrators and assailants 
are generally those who are not from the area. You 
are bound to be smitten by the neighbourhood 
and the hotel as you know them better. 
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Take a walk around the Jalan Tiong Nam neighbourhood to witness the thriving eateries, laundromat, money changer, 
Chinese temple with funeral services, nursing home, charity clinic, and riverside walkway, besides the delightful terraced 
houses. Always be mindful of incoming traffic. 


Guests should try out the local fare around Jalan Tiong Nam like the halal Betty Tapak Lapan (opens daily from 7:00 a.m. 
until 12:00 p.m. except Saturday and Sunday) for its delicious spicy chicken dish, and authentic Chinese non-halal fish 

head noodle Tiong Nam and dak kut teh (pork rib dish cooked in broth). At one end of Jalan Tiong Nam, a daily morning 
market opens from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. (except Monday), peddling local fresh produce and delicacies, including vegetarian 
options. 
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SHOWCASING ART, DESIGN AND CULTURE 
STEG Kuala Lumpur is arguably the most stylish hotel in 
the area since it is replete with artistic expressions. Housed 
within a revitalised 12-storey building and towering over the 
nearby residential and office buildings, the hotel stands out 
with its windows facade of graphite painted walls and newly 
added vertical strips lining the lower floors. 


“STEG ’is an adaptation of the Swedish word ‘step’. As 
the word implies, it signifies the hotel’s mission to provide 
a refined hospitality experience in every corner of the 
hotel, at every step that our visitors make,” explains STEG 
Kuala Lumpur General Manager Mr. Anthony Wee. The 
hotel takes inspiration from the Swedish design concept, 
emphasising on simplicity, minimalism, and functionality. 


A steel canopy with Edison-styled light bulbs hangs over the 
porte cochere. As you enter the ground floor lobby, you are 
greeted by mid-century modern minimalist vibe in the form 
of low slung seating furniture and bursts of creativity in the 
form of customised “OH!Clouds” installation bearing the 
hotel name floating in the background, including blush pink 
reception counter that is set against bold black concrete and 
contrasting pastel-coloured walls. 


Opposite the reception is Tuscany Steps, a staircase snaking 
seamlessly between the garden's landscape of hidden benches 
designed as an invitation to stroll from the ground floor up 
to the Lounge area on the mezzanine floor. It is a pleasant 
space for guests to socialise or work. Glass windows along the 
Lounge allow a greater amount of natural light to filter and 
pass through the floor. Without doubt, the hotel’s interiors 
are intentionally Instagram-worthy. STEG Kuala Lumpur 
also displays commissioned artworks by Malaysian artists at 
the hallway near to the function rooms to stimulate guests’ 
intellect. 


SUITES & ROOMS 

STEG Kuala Lumpur features 171 cosy rooms and suites, 
spread over 11 floors and divided into four categories, from 
the basic Swanky and the mid-tier Groovy and Ritzy, to 
the exclusively designed Suites: the Sakura, Love Nest and 
STEG. 


Between 17 and 30 metres squared, every room at STEG 
Kuala Lumpur are designed in soft palettes with an aerial 
map of Kuala Lumpur painted on the wall above the bed. 
Each room has windows and standard in-room amenities 
and conveniences. 


Spanning between 42 and 60 metres squared, each of the 
Suites comes in a different theme, furniture fitting and 
luxurious bathtub. For example, the Sakura Suite is graced 
with a red antique Chinese cabinet in a modern Japanese- 
styled bedroom decorated in cream, beige, and light wood 
tone to exude tranquillity. 


STEG Kuala Lumpur adopts eco-conscious lifestyle by 
replacing plastic drink bottles in every room with reusable 
glass bottles. Guests can collect drinking water from the 
water dispensers located at the hallway on each floor. 


HOTEL FACILITIES 

Based on the facilities that guests can find on level 2, STEG 
Kuala Lumpur is determined to grow into a destination 

not just for art and design but also productivity, health, and 
wellbeing. 


Dipping into STEG Kuala Lumpur’s iconic Red Pool is 
almost surreal because the area radiates passionate red from 
the colour of the pool’s mosaic tiles, further amplified by sun 
loungers, umbrellas, and towels of the same hue, turning it 
into a stunning spectacle. 


Next to the pool are the gymnasium called Sweat @two 
equipped with high quality cardiovascular and strength- 
training equipment, as well as B.est mind & body, a 
transformational mind body therapy centre providing a wide 
range of paid facilitated sessions like Yoga, Pilates, Zumba, 
and High-Intensity Interval Training (HIIT). 


Once guests are done with their fitness regime, they can 
refuel by heading down to the all-day dining outlet Transit, 
currently supported by the award-winning JWC Roastery 
serving freshly baked pastries and sandwiches, handmade 
sourdoughs, Japanese curry rice, energy juices, and coffee- 
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based beverages. 


Espousing green living and sustainability, STEG Kuala 
Lumpur collaborates with the operator of vertical indoor 
technology farm Vegetory via a do-it-yourself (DIY) salad 
bar within Transit to educate guests about the latest farming 
approach. All in-house guests are encouraged to try their 
hand at urban agriculture by harvesting nutritious leafy 
greens like lettuce, kale, and rocket, then eating them fresh, 
literally farm-to-table. The activity is free of charge for in- 
house guests and dine-in customers. 


MEETINGS & EVENTS 
STEG Kuala Lumpur’s event and function facilities are 
located on the mezzanine floor, first floor and rooftop. 


The mezzanine floor contains 240 metres squared of meeting 
space for up to 200 participants in theatre seating format, 
which can then be converted into three smaller function 
rooms that each seats up to 80 persons theatre-style. 
Alternatively, business executives can opt for the Forum, a 
swanky boardroom for private meeting up to 20 participants; 
or @ten, an executive lounge that oversees the breathtaking 
views of the Kuala Lumpur city skyline. 


Bankett on the first floor is a chic 1,072-metre squared 
grand ballroom, set against grey concrete wall with metallic 
decoration, illuminated by avant-garde chandeliers and 
designer lights. The ballroom is fitted with state-of-the- 


art facilities featuring audio-visual systems, acoustic sound 
panels and Wi-Fi connection. It can accommodate up to 360 
guests in a banquet seating configuration. 


Rooftop is an open-air function space that reveals 180-degree 
view of Kuala Lumpur. This 105 metres squared event space 
can host up to 80 guests in a cocktail setting, perfect for 
social and business events like launches, cocktail events, art 
exhibition and private parties. 


When holding events at STEG Kuala Lumpur, besides the 
limited VIP and valet parking in front of the hotel, guests 
can park at a secured spot next to the AlamFLora-managed 


recycling centre not too far from the hotel at the price of 
MYR3 per entry. 


CONCLUSION 

STEG Kuala Lumpur is fast making its mark because not 
only it upholds tasteful design, salubrious comfort, wellness, 
and sustainability, it even aspires to enrich the conditions 

of its surroundings and elevate people’s quality of life, 
advertently becomes the catalyst for renewal that many urban 
communities desire. 


Browse www.steghkualalumpur.com or email 
hello@stegkualalumpur.com for more info. 
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MUZIUM NEGER' 


ANJURAK PER 


SAMBUTAN 

HARI MUZIUM 
ANTARABANGSA 
PERINGKAT 
KEBANGSAAN 2022 


Hari Muzium Antarabangsa (HMA) diraikan oleh muzium-muzium di Tema sambutan pada tahun ini ialah “Keunggulan Muzium” (The 

seluruh dunia pada tanggal 18 Mei setiap tahun hasil daripada resolusi Power of Museums). Tema ini mencerminkan bagaimana muzium 

Persidangan Majlis Muzium Antarabangsa (ICOM) pada tahun 1977. mampu mempengaruhi masyarakat untuk bersama-sama mengubah 

Objektif sambutan adalah untuk memberi peluang kepada masyarakat dan membina kehidupan yang lebih baik pada masa hadapan. Dalam 

untuk mengenali muzium secara lebih dekat selain memahami fungsi onteks ini, muzium sebagai sebuah institusi yang menghubungkan 

dan peranan institusi muzium. Tahun lepas, Hari Muzium Antarabangsa masa lalu dan masa kini, memiliki kelebihan yang tersendiri dalam 

disambut lebih 37,000 buah muzium dari 158 buah negara di seluruh mencetus idea-idea baharu yang holistik ke arah merancang 

dunia. Sambutan ini diadakan secara hibrid dan diakses oleh 89 ehidupan yang lebih sempurna. 

juta pengguna internet di seluruh dunia. Sementara itu di Malaysia, 

sambutan Hari Muzium Antarabangsa Peringkat Kebangsaan tahun Sambutan Hari Muzium Antarabangsa Peringkat Kebangsaan 

ini merupakan tahun yang ke-26 penganjurannya sejak tahun | 997. menyajikan pelbagai aktiviti menarik sepanjang tempoh sambutannya. 

Sambutan Hari Muzium Antarabangsa Peringkat Kebangsaan diterajui Di antaranya termasuklah pameran yang menghimpunkan koleksi 

abatan Muzium Malaysia (JMIM) dan diraikan secara bergilir bersama dari 26 buah muzium di seluruh negara, Karnival Sukan Tradisional, 

muzium-muzium negeri atau institusi yang bergabung di bawah Seminar Hari Muzium Antarabangsa, Bengkel dan Pertandingan Wau, 

Persatuan Muzium Malaysia. ayuhan Fun Ride Kelantan di Hati, Treasure Hunt: Jejak Warisan, 

Pertandingan Silat Jatuh, Pertandingan Buskers Kelantan 2022, 

Hari Muzium Antarabangsa Peringkat Kebangsaan tahun ini mencipta Persembahan Wayang Kulit, Persembahan Kebudayaan, Program 

sejarah apabila Negeri Kelantan buat julung kalinya terpilih sebagai Muzium Bersama Komuniti “Train to Dabong’’, Pesta Makanan 

uan rumah. Lebih 600 warga muzium dari seluruh negara berada di elantan dan banyak lagi. Selain ttu, JMM turut berkolaborasi bersama 
egeri Cik Siti Wan Kembang bermula pada 19 hingga 25 Jun 2022 abatan Penyiaran Malaysia (RTM) menerusi JAKIM untuk penganjuran 

untuk meraikan sambutannya. Manakala dianggarkan lebih 50,000 Forum Perdana Ehwal Islam yang telah dikeudarakan secara langsung 

pengunjung khususnya rakyat Kelantan, hadir ke pelbagai acara yang di TV! pada 23 Jun 2022. 

diadakan sepanjang tempoh berlangsungnya sambutan ini. 

Sambutan HMA Peringkat Kebangsaan telah disempurnakan oleh MM juga telah mempergiatkan Kempen Derma Koleksi (KDK) 

Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Bentara Kanan Ustaz Dato’ Haji Anmad sepanjang tempoh berlangsungnya sambutan. Di antara koleksi yang 

bin Yakob ((S.J.M.K), (DJ.M.K), (.P), (S.M.K)), Menteri Besar Kelantan berjaya diperolehi termasuklah alat pertukangan emas, wau, sulaman 

pada 19 Jun 2022 pada jam 9.30 pagi bertempat di Dataran Warisan empuk, wayang kulit dan senjata. Penderma yang menghadiahkan 

Stadium Sultan Muhammad IV, Kota Bharu Kelantan. Hadir bersama ‘oleksi mereka ke JMM akan diberikan sijil dan surat penghargaan 

adalah En. Norazman bin Othman, Timbalan Ketua Setiausaha dan inisiatif pengecualian cukai di bawah Akta Cukai Pendapatan, 

(Pengurusan) Kementerian Pelancongan, Seni dan Budaya (MOTAC) Subseksyen 44 (6a) — Hadiah Artifak, Manuskrip atau Lukisan. Nama 

dan Datuk Kamarul Baharin bin A.Kasim, Ketua Pengarah Jabatan penderma juga akan tertera di kapsyen pameran, setiap kali koleksinya 

Muzium Malaysia merangkap Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Induk Sambutan dipamerkan dan yang paling penting adalah koleksi tersebut pasti 

Hari Muzium Antarabangsa Peringkat Kebangsaan Tahun 2022. ekal terpelihara sebagai sebahagian daripada khazanah warisan 


negara. 
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ore than 100 winners of the 6th Annual Malaysia Tourism Council Gold Awards were announced in a 
grand ceremony at Borneo Convention Centre Kuching (BCCK) on Saturday, 22 October 2022. 
Presented to industry players by the Malaysia Tourism Council (MTC) for their excellence and support 

in the development of the tourism industry in Malaysia, this prestigious event held in Kuching marked the 
first-time collaboration between MTC and the Sarawak Government via the Ministry of Tourism, Creative 
ndustry, and Performing Arts. 


“The Malaysian Tourism Council Gold Awards recognises the tourism industry's own superheroes. 
Through this awards ceremony, we are happy to give recognition to those who have innovated and 
persisted through the pandemic, paving the way for others to emulate and innovate as we move forward 
past endemicity. Furthermore, by holding this prestigious event in Sarawak for the first time, a region rich 
in culture, adventure, nature, food, and festivals, we hope to further highlight hidden gem destinations that 
offer travellers the travel experience of a lifetime,” said President of Malaysia Tourism Council Mr Uzaidi 
Udanis. 


“Having the MTC Gold Awards in this beautiful state is timely as the industry begins to take off after a 
long period of struggle imposed by the pandemic. Sarawak tourism is a strong example of diversification, 
innovation, and the need for collaboration during times of adversity, and this spirit encapsulates the 
winners of the MTC Gold Awards this year. | look forward to seeing how this event being held after the 
pandemic will re-energise the industry as a whole,” said Head of Secretariat, Sarawak Malaysia Tourism 
Council Dato Nellsen Young. 


The MTC Gold Awards celebrate and honour the tourism industry's best achievers who have excelled 
in quality service and continuous growth, consequentially setting the benchmark for excellence and best 
practices for others in the Malaysian tourism industry to emulate. The awards include the Tourism Icon 
awards and the Gold Awards. 
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Among the recipients of the awards were: 


* — Tourism Icon of the Year (Innovative Tourism): YB Dato Sri Haji Abd Karim Rahman Hamzah 

* — Champion of Sustainable Environment & Tourism: YAB Dato’ Seri Haji Wan Rosdy bin Wan Ismail 
* — National Aviation Icon:YBHG. Captain Izham Ismail 

* Tourism Icon of the Year (Celebrity): Pn. Azharina Azhar 
* Tourism Icon Inspirational Woman in Tourism:YB Dato’ Sri Hajah Nancy Shukri 

* — Tourism Icon of the Year (Government): YBhg. Tan Sri Dr Ong Hong Peng 

* Tourism Icon of the Year (Creative Tourism):YB Dato’ Seri Haji Sharkar Haji Shamsuddin 
* — Specialised Media & Marketing Services: Gaya Travel Magazine 
* Leadership In Tourism Development:Y.Bhg. Datuk Azman Bin Mohd Yusof 
+ World Tourism Heritage: Melaka State 

* — Education Tourism Destination: Pustaka Raja Tun Uda Shah Alam 

* Conservation Destination: Walai Penyu Conservation Park Libaran 

* Batik Designer:Yans Creation 
* — Eco-Tourism Activity: Foresty Department Peninsular Malaysia 

* — Tourism Promotion Campaign: Locco 

* Outstanding Event Campaign: Keretapi Sarong 

* Cultural Showcase & Experience (East Malaysia): Sarawak Cultural Village 
* Museum of the Year:The Borneo Culture Museum 

¢ Ethnic & Cultural Performer of The Year: At Adau 


Besides the awards, the attendees were feted with cultural dances by Sarawak Cultural Village, a one-of-a-kind 
presentation called ‘Musik Tenunan’ by boutique atelier Tanoti using traditional ethnic weaving equipment, and an 
uplifting experimental world music performance by one of Sarawak's brightest musical gems At Adau. 
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GAYA SNAPSHOT: SERENITY 


While some seek for fun, others looking for serenity during 
travelling just so to find oneself, relax, rejuvenate, and come 
back stronger. For the past few months, we noted that most of 
our #GayaTravel users enjoy seeking their me-time somewhere 


less crowded and closer to nature or at least somewhere that 


can reminisce good, old time.... 


Post your travel photos on Instagram and tag us (@gayatravel). 
Remember to add #GayaTravel so that our team and other 
fellow travellers can notice you and follow your journey! Who 


knows, your photos might just appear on this page! —— = 


Each Instagram user will receive three Starbucks vouchers, a 


9Q SUSUNG WATERE " copy of Gaya Travel Magazine and our exclusive t-shirt. Thank ; = = 
SIBUAN, SARM = : you for your support and congratulations to those whose images a > 
‘ have been selected! oN 
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Sipadan, Sabah 


Dive into some of Malaysia’s most stunning ocean views and wildlife. cet Wy 
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Now’s the time for those once-in-a-lifetime activities. a? A LA 
Follow us on Facebook for more exciting places and adventures! 
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